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CHAP. -XV. 



^e Progrefs of the Connexion of the EnglUh 

with Britifh India. 

X O form a true eflimate of the opinion 9 
ill which the natives in India and the Britijb 
nation may be induced to coincide as to the 
treaties and arrangements of paft times, at 
prefent urged fo ftrongly, and by the hi^h- 
eil authority, on the feelings and honour of 
the nation, as prejudices deeply rboted in 
the minds and affections of the natives of 
Indiay as before ftated*, I (hall curforily 
Aate the fentiments and circumflances of 
the contrafting parties. 

When the Empire of Hindojanjr was 
.invaded, and in part conquered by theM?- 
S^l Tartars about the beginning of the 1 5th 
Century, many of the Rajahs^ or Hindoo 

♦ IntroduAion, page xxxix. 

t Holwell, Intcrefting Hiftorical Events, p. 103. 

Qqi 
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Princes of the country fubmitted, with 
little oppofition, to the invaders, on condi- 
tion of holding their lands and principali- 
ties, paying a ftipulated annual tribute ; 
but others of them, difdaining this tributarjr 
ilate of ftavery, retired to the fouthward, 
and poffeffing themfelves of the moft fouth- 
ern parts of the Decan, they remained un- 
molefted, until about the year 1654, the 
latter end of the reign of the Emperor 
Shaw Jehawn. His third fon, Aureng%ebe^ 
being at that time Soubah of the Decan^ or 
South, made a fruitlefs attempt oixGoIconda^ 
inftigated thereto by Mhir Jendaj who re- 
volted to him from the then reigning Rajab 
of that famous city and adjoining country. 

Aureng%ehe fucceeding to the Throne of 
Hlnddftan in the year 1659, purfued, by his 
generals, his former defigns againft the in* 
dependant Rajahs on the coaft of Coroman^ 
dely guided chiefly by the council and in- 
ftruftions of Mhir Jemla^ by whofe valour 
Golconda was reduced, and the whole coaft 
fubdued, from Ganjam to Coleroon river^ 
that is, from the latitude of ii?4o to 19? 
JO north. 
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The other promontory of India^ called 
die coaft of Malabar^ from the borders of 
the province Guzarat to cape Cormorin^ was 
never conquered by the Mogul Emperors, 
but the independant poflefHon of it was 
maintained by various Rajahs^ the chief of 
whom was the Rajah of Sittarab : to thefe 
independant princes the diftreiled and dif^ 
poflefled Kajahs of Coromandel applied for 
fuccoun They, alarmed at the rapid pro- 
gtefs of the Mogul ^rtnSj immediately united 
diemfelves under the banners of the Rajab 
of Sittarab. 

Theie united princes and people were 
eollcflively known by the name of Mabrat^ 
tabs^ a word compounded of Rattor and 
Maaha^ the firft being the name of a par- 
ticular Raazpoot tribe, and the latter fig* 
nifying great or mighty, as explained by 
Mr. Frafer. 

The acquiiilions thus gained to the em« 
Jnrc by the generals of Aureng%ebe^ coft {o 
much blood and treafure, that the diamond 
mines of Golconda hardly proved an equi« 
valent ; for the confederate princes made 



fuch vigorous efforts to regain what .they 
had loft, and jiurengzeie was obdiged to 

keep up fo large an armament, that the ex- 

« . «' * " ^ •* 

pence of preferving his new conqueft ex- 
ceeded the whole revenues acquired by it^ 
The glorious vanity of having carried the 
conqueft of the empire farther than any of his 
predeceflbrs, determined him not to aban- 
don them, until, at laft, finding he fhould 
rifque the lofs of the whole, he began tc^ 
meditate coming to a treaty with them, 
which refolution was haftened by feversd 
bold attacks of the Mahrattahs^ made on 
different parts of his dominions at the fame 
time. On the fide of his new fouthern 
acquif;tipns they carried fire and fword, 
fometimes into the province of Dowlata-i^ 
hady and attacked, the capital Aurenjabad^ 
and from Sittarah they penetrated througli 
the province of Guzerat^ and fometim^es 
alarmed even the Court of Delhi^ ftrikina 
a panic wherever they came. 

Aurengzebe^ feeing at length no profpeft 
of extending his conquefls farther over 
thefe intrepid natives, thought, it a wife 
meafure to fccure and keep, if poflible, 
what he had got. To this end he enterea 
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Into a trdHf iHth the cbitiedetite iii^oBi^ 
and, by a iccret valuable ctmficieratibil gi^fen 
€0 the StBoo RdjiA^ King of SHiarah^ a ^dt 
Was condudcxl oti the fblloWmg terms : 
^* That jiurengzebe ihould rcmaitl in quiet 
pdfleifion of his fotithem conqufefls as fit 
ii9 the rirer Cokroon and the port SUrat^ aiid 
diat in Iteu therraf, the Mahrdttahs fhbidd 
reedve and be encided to, for ever, i 
Cbaut^ or fourth part of the revenues of tfci 
Decan^ to which Soubabjbip tbefe n^ 
ibuthern conquefls were annexed by the 
Efi^perdf** 

Thuf a period was pot to a War, rfrai! 
had chiiefly employed the attention of neat' 
twb thirds of Aurengzthe^ long and for- 
tofiate reign, bjr which fo important an ad- 
dkiofv of territory and revenue was obtain- 
ed; that had it been duly and honeftfy go- 
verned and adminifferedi, and the treaty 
kepr inviolate on both fides, would have 
yielded a perpetual fource of riches to alt 
fucceeding Emperors on every emergency 
of the ftate. 

• Ai- Ibng as jhhe^gxebe Hved, the Cbout 
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was duly paid to the Mabrattahs ; but on 
bis deceafe the treaty began to be infringed, 
though it fufFered no open rupture until 
the death of Shaw ^llum^ when the em*^ 
pire falling into a ftate of univerfal con- 
fufion, by the contentions that arofe be- 
tween his fons for the fucceflion to the 
throne, and by the fubfequent diftradlions 
during the defpotic tyranny of the Seydsy 
Jittle regard was paid to it on the part of 
the Government. 

Things being in this fituation, the Mab^ 
rattahs determined to pay themfelves by 
making incurfions on different fides of the 
empire, laying the city of Surat under 
contribution ; in which warfare they met 
with fuch fuccefs from the continued pufil- 
lanimity and diftraftion of the government, 
that at length they extended their claim 
and demand from the ftipulated Chout of 
the revenues of the Decan^ to a Cbout o^ 
the whole revenues of the empire. 

When Mahomed Shaw J by the overthrow 
pf the Seyds in 171 9, attained fecure pof- 
feifion of the throne, fome check was put 
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ft> dior invafioDS, and terms of accommo* 
dation bring made witb them, they, for faoM 
3rear8, acquieiced <o the terms of jlurefig- 
%ehe's treaty, and annually received the 
Cb^ut of the revenues of the Decan by 
their agents, out of the royal treafury at 
Dtlbi^ long after thefe revenues had loil 
their way to court, by the ufurpation and 
bdependance of the traitor Nizam Ul 
Moolk. 

In 1 740 the deputies of King Sittarab 
arrived as ufual at Delbij to receive the 
Cbout; when they were given to under* 
(land ^^ that Nadir Show had lately ex- 
hauiled the treafury, and the Emperor 
was rendered utterly incapaUe of fatisfying 
dieir demands ; the more efpecially, as the 
revenues of the Bengal provinces had been 
withheld from the year 1738 by the rebel* 
lion of jiliverdi Kban^ who, in conjundbn 
with his brother Hodjee Hornet^ had ufurped 
diat Soubabdarry^ requefting that the de- 
puties would intreat their mafter in the 
Emperor^s name to fend an army, fufficient 
to exad^he amount of the Chout that was 
due to them ; and alfo to take the heads of 
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JBioerS imd his brc^her, and re&on tbd 
£amily of SoujaA Khan to the Ssubabjbipi 
as the then diilra£led ilate of the emptn 
put it out of his power tx> fend a fufficieirt 
force to reduce the two rebels." The Ki$^ 
of Sittarab immediately fent an army of 
Ro^ooo horfb into Bengal, by the weilefA 
hills, of Bierboheen. Aiherdi Khan vf At 
then at Cattack reducing Orifa, and by 
forced marches reached near Burdwan, two 
tlays after the Mahrattahs had taken poflef- 
fion of it. He there received B^f^har Pun- 
difs demands of " three years arrear of 
tbmtr the treafuries of the two late SQiibabsi 
and the appointment of ai^ officer df theil 
oiwa to have a feat in every Cutcbirr^ 
tJbioughout the provinces to colled the 
fiurth part of the cuftoms on their beha4£*^ 
j^herS received the prc^ofition with m^ 
dfignation, and determined to force hk \^ 
through the enemy and to join his brother i 
the Bengal troops beginning to^ delm, lye 
did not delay : his principal depetidallicid 
was on the Patans, and he fucceeded im 
forcing a paflage with much ftaughter 
through the enemy, and gained the Cta^ 
wah road, i\v the courfe of which they 
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of n(sar three days and nights, Mag oftea 
furrounded and ^tt^cked on all fides by the 
Mahrattah arr^y, and ^% 9fjtei) repyl^ng aiid 
forcing their pa0age, until they arrived ^ 
Cuiwah y/i^ op}y 2500 Paf^nf a^d 1500 
Bcng^ fqlci^r^, kept firn;x to their duty by 
the exampj^ qf the Pqtanf, ^n4 th/s intrepid 
behaviour qf their Je^m^tdar^ J^ffi^ 
J^an. They w^re furrounded, and crofied 
a river deemed unfordabje ; eicaped a 
defile ; the river being g^U^ntly defended 
by A^a^^a K^Aan, Jey^di AmftKhsm^ and 
Jaffier Kh^^ with 80 P^t^v^, againft the 
who^e array ; ^n4 w;h<^n they judged the 
Souiajf. had fafely paiTesd the r^yer, this galr 
lant bailed retreated gradually, and, though 
preflfed by the enemy, i^ade gpp4 their paf- 
fage of th^e river and joined tbie Si^ubah ^. 
The Mflhrattah^^ after pjujftd^.ring the 
country, bqgan to retire, with the treafure, 
to fecure their retreat before thp rains of 
June fet in,. V^heu the raifts broke 
up abpiut the ej>^ of Septen^bi^, they 
returned : the cppflernat^fi, of the inha« 



C 6o4 ] 

bitants made them feek lafety on the Eaft 
fide of the Ganges, k is obferved by Mr. 
Holwelly * that the manufaftures of the 
Jiurungs received fo injurious a blow at this 
period, that they have ever lince loft their 
original purity and eftiraation, and probably 
will never recover them. Aliverdi^ unable 
to proteft his country againft the Mahrat^ 
tah cavalry, or to bring them to any de- 
cifive aftion, refolved to treat ; the overture 
only brought forth a demand, that Soujah 
Khan^s family fhould be reftored. Hoftili- 
ties were continued; at laft the ufurper 
propofed a conference with Bofchar Pundit \ 
200 armed men had been concealed be- 
tween the double lining of the fpacious 
tent, erefted between the two armies, and 
the Mahrattah General and his attendants 
were murdered. The Mabrattahs eleded 
a new General, and they continued their 
ravages from the beginning of December 
1742 to February 1743. Every art and 
endeavour to bring them to a battle proved 
inefFedlual ; at length, by aftonifliing bra- 
very and perfeverance, be obliged them to 

^ Hokuell, Intereftiog Events^ p. 124^ 
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repair to their general rendezvous, and 
they retired over the Bierboom hills to Sitta^ 
tab. . They had no fooner retreated thaa 
the ufurper was alarmed by another army 
of Mahrattabs entering the provinces by 
the way of Cuttack^ commanded by Roga-' 
jeCy and that a third army, commanded by 
Ballajee Row^ had penetrated within a day 
or two's march of SiclyguUy ; each army 
coniifted of 60,000 horfe ; the firft fent by 
Sittarah to enforce the orders given to 
Bofcbar Pundity the latter to join Rogajee^ 
and avenge the murder of Bofcbar PumUt. 
The armies joined in March, 1 743, and the 
ufurper, unable to cope with fuch force, 
opened a fuccefsful negociation, through 
the means of Sejfarow, zMabraitab prifbner,. 
who . had influence over Ballajee Row^ to 
whom he was related. He agreed to cede 
to Ballajee Row alone . the • Chout of two 
years, and Ballajee Row engaged to iatisfy 
Rogajee^ or join the ufurper to drive Roga^ 
jee and his army out of the provinces* 
Ballajee Row retired with his army, and left 
Rogajee to ihift for himfelf ; this General 
immediately took pofleilion of Ofijfa ; he 
fent thither^ with the title and authority of 
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General, Mbk Nubbebi i^hb had been cW- 
ledof of the revenues at Daccd^ and t6 
avoid anfwering his mal-adnriinlftration to 
AHvirdiy had joined Bojhhar PtiAdH^ and 
cohtbued high* in the Cbhfideftfce oi Roga''^ 
J€$: The ufurpfer ertiplbyed all April arid 
May without being able to brihg Rogajei. 
to a general aftibn, and the rains fettiri^ 
m earlier than ufual, both arririies went 
intoquarters ; the Mahraftahs remahiing In 
qwiet poffeffion of Orijfa and all the coun- 
try on the weftern (hot-e of the HougMjt 
river, from Ballajdre toWkhin a few miles* 
of Tannics TorU near the Eiiglip fettlie* 
ment of Fdrt Wittiam. Thd armies of AK- 
verM retired' to Moorjhidahad^ and itogcyfee' 
with his main army to BUrboonij durin^^ 
the rains; It is not neceffary to itelate the 
events which fucceedcd each' other till thtf 
year 1750V when at length a lafting peace- 
was made with the Mahrattahs ; AliverJ^ 
alfo defeated the Pat am arid' his beft 
generals, who had revolted during thkt 
period of public calamity. 

It muft be fuppofed- that the trade of the 
Europeans muft have been greatly embar- 
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rafled and iojured^ thor ^Skffts ptkmderdl 
by the eaemj, aad thefe misfertimes muck' 
heighteQed by oppreffive exa£lion8 of the* 
ufurpo:; but foreigners then participated- 
of oppreffion, in great meafure occaiiooo^ 
by neceffity. Though ADverM had poir 
fefled the treafures of the thru laft Stmiabs^ 
yet fb immenfe were his continual ex- 
pences and diiburfcmenta that little of 
diem remained ; for it is pretty weU knomt 
diat the retreat of Ballaju Row' was noc^ 
jmtchsSfid top leis than 5 croresoi rupees % 
diough 2% lacks for tw<y yeafs Cbouf od^ 
were acknowledged. The ikent of defblar 
tion^ treachery, and murder in whidil^ 
Alherdir vigproufly i^pported.* bis ufuirpt!* 
tipn cawiot but excite commtifecation,. aodn 
the admiration^ his^ intrepidity^ conflancy^ v 
aadaddrefs* 

This recapitulation^ of tW revolutions iiir 
Bpigal will introduce the reader to dM: 
financial view of the Bengal provinces un* 
der tfaeCompauy'sgovernma^t'i-, and alio- 

* Hiftorical Events, p. 152* 
t Vide p. 313. 



[ 668 ] 

the political view of the period in whick 
Clhe recovered the Brittjb fettlemcnts iii 
1757, and invefted with the dignity of 
Soubahy Jaffier Kban^ who fb long had fup« 
ported the military glory of jiliverdi Khan ; 
and from that time he was commonly 
known by the name Mier Jaffier. 

When the Madras Government invefted 
Clive with powers independant of the Go- 
vernor and Council of Fort Wiltlam^ it was 
on the conviftion of the French and Englijb 
being on the eve of i wai* in Europe ; and 
they ordered Clive^ when he had reftored 
the Englijh to their poffeffions, by defeating 
Strajah Dowla^ to refign that independant 
power, and retum to Madras. The Go- 
vernment and Coupcil of Madras had fenc 
pofitive orders to him to return with part 
of his forces after the capture of Chandena- 
gore; not knowing the caufe, they could 
not account for his difobedience ; the con- 
fequences to which he expofed himfelf in 
cafe of mifcarriage could not efcape him ; 
under this difficulty he began his march to 
dethrone Serajah Dow/a. Meer Jaffier and 
other chiefs had fettled with Mr. fFatts to 



declare and join their forces ; when CHve 
advanced they hefitated ; a council of war 
decided agdnfl making an attack with the 
Engli/b force alone ; after this, Jaffier fent 
word that he had fworn to Serajab Dowla 
on the Koran not to fight again ft them^ 
therefore he could not aflift him, but would 
not aft againft the EngUJh\ Clive deter* 
mined to attempt it, and with his finall 
army obtained a complete viQujry. 

When Clive fettled the treaty with Meer 
Jafficrf and invefled him with the dignity 
of Soubah as a reward for his treachery to 
Serajab Dowla^ the ability and deciiion of 
Clhe were manifefled in obtaining his con 
fent to certain conditions under which the 
Company could enjoy all it9 former privi- 
leges, and a farther fecurity fuited to the 
unfettled flate of the provinces ; Clive was 
then obliged to negociate and even pur* 
chafe from Meer Jaffier conceffions which 
would have bafHed all his fuccefs if they 
had been made original conditions. On 
his return to Europe^ among other charges, 
a loan of j^. 2 5,000 to Meer Jaffier was 

adduced, which he juflified in the follow- 

R r 
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ing words * : " The real faft is, (if I may 
be fuppofed to know it, who then prefided 
over the Company's affairs in Bengal^) by 
the ninth article of the treaty with the 
Nabobs the Company's pofleffions would 
have been of little confequence to them 
unlefs we were allowed to. put not only 
our own conftrudlion on the words of the 
article, but alfo to have an additional quan- 
tity of land to the northward, to the amount 
-of near ^. 1 2,000 per annum : in order to 
accomplifh this, we not only were obliged 
to comply with the Nabob's requeft, made 
at that particular time, but alfo to make 
prefents to feveral of the principal officers 
about him to engage his confent to this 
grant, which he was not bound to make 
by treaty. I believe the Directors know 
very well, if not, I zmfure the Governor 
and Council are well apprized of what 
confequence it was to the Company to ob- 
tain the lands north of Calcutta. 1 will 
venture to affirm, had the Nabob defired 
a loan of money at any other time but this, 
his requeft would not have been complied 

* Olive's Letter to the Proprietors, 1764, p. 26, 



[ 6" ] 

with. The unfortunate Meer Jaffer was 
a ibanger to diilrefs until I had left the 
country ; it was when the Kin^% fbn and 
a large body of Mabrattabs invaded and 
ravaged his country foe a twelvemonth 
together, and had flopt the receipt of great 
part of his revenues ; it was then the Na- 
M b^an, for the firfl time, to experience 
the mi^ortune of diilrefs; yet it was not 
(o great, but his fucceflbr was able imme- 
diately to beflow on the Company eight 
lacks^ to carry on the war on tlie coaft of 
C&ronumdeiy 

There can be very little doubt but Meer 
Ji^HUr intended to be in fad: the Soubab^ 
independant of the Magul, by the aid of 
the E^li/b. Governor Holwell certainly 
had not difguifed his opinion, that the 
Cbm(»ny oug^t to be Saubabj in one of his 
letters to Colonel Caillaud, dated June 14, 
1760*. " Had it ever been my wifh or 
intuition to have taken our fupport from 
the prefoit Nabobs and transfer it to 
another^ your arguments in that cafe would 

* HdweU'% ln£a Tnids, p. 51. 

E r 2 
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have all the weight with me they fo greatly 
merit; but I think on the reprefentations 
in mine to you, and the copy of mine to 
Mr. Amy at ^ you will fee that it was not 
my aim, for I concur minutely with your 
objeftions to fuch a ftep, and am clear we 
Ihould not mend our iituation by a revolu- 
tion in favour of any other, who would, 
you truely obferve, prove as bad as the 
prefent, and probably worfe ; but my views 
for the Company went much higher.— 
That the country will never be in a fettled 
peaceful ftate, while this family is at the 
head, is a pofition I lay down as incontef- 
tible; and that, until the country enjoys 
that ftate, the Company's afiairs muft be 
daily approaching to certahi ruin : I there- 
fore judge we could never be poflefled of 
a more favourable opportunity to carry into 
execution, what muft be done, I plainly 
fee, one time or other, {if the Company 
have ever a fecure footing in the pro- 
vinces), to wit, take this country into 
their own hands ; limiting ourfclves to the 
province of Bengal only, or extending our 
views to thofe of Bahar and Orixa^ as on 
future debate might be thought moft eligi- 
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bk* The ficoation of the Prince (Mogul)^ 
at prefenty is fuch^ that I am fure he 
would readily and heartily hearken to any 
overture from us ; and, without hefitation, 
grant a Pbirmaund^ appointing the Com- 
pany perpetual Souhahs of the country ; 
his two Pbirmaunds to me, as I before ad- 
vifcd you, offered a Carte Blanche for the 
Cmnpany, and 1 dare fay the one to you 
was of the fame tenon" 

Without entering into the contcft of the 
parties of that day, it is evident that trea- 
ties, or reports of treaties alarmed the 
Governor of Calcutta ; that the retreat of 
Jibddlab before the Vizir encouraged Meer 
Ji^S^ to feek the aid of 30,000 Mahrat^ 
tdASf at that time, aflembled in two bodies ; 
the one in Cattackj and the other at Sltana* 
gur * ; and the afliftance of the Viur^ to 
drive Sbab Zadda from the provinces ; it 
was determined to remove Meer Jaffier : 
when obliged to abdicate, he faid ^^ that he 
was betrayed ; that the Englijb were guilty 
of perjury and breach of faith ; that he 

♦ Letter of Mr. Hajtings^ June 1760* 
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perceived their defigns againft his Govern- 
ment; and he had friends enow to hazard, 
at leaft, one battle in his defence ; but al- 
though no oaths were facred enough to bind 
* the Englijh^ yet, as he had fworn to be their 
friend, he would never fwerve from his en- 
gagements, but rather fufFer death than draw 
his fword againft them. This at leaft muft 
be called an evafion of treaty. Meir Cof- 
Jtrrtj recommended by Governor Holwell and 
M.V. Hajlings in 1760 '*, as a noble, good, 
and brave man, to fucceed the Nabobs 
was proclaimed Soubah^ when they forced 
Meer Jafficr^ his father-in-law, to refign 
the Government ; he alfo had foon occafion 
to exprefs himfelf to Mr. Fanjittart^ in a 
letter dictated by a fenfe of the deepeft in- 
juries. *' Sir, though it is agreed by the 
treaty between us, that I Ihould never fay- 
any thing in behalf of the fervants or de- 
pendants of the Company, nor you gentle- 
men interfere in behalf of the fervants and 
dependants of the ISHzatnut ; yet you gen- 
tlemen have regarded all this as utterly ob- 

* Vanfmarty Vol. I. p. 75, Nabob's Letter to Mr* 
HolweUy p, 40. 
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literated, and in con tradition thereto perfift 
in the violation of the treaty, and defire to 
TBife your own name and eftablifh ^'^^r own 
cujioms. I am remedilefs *." 

The Nabobs however, took the true and 
fenfible mode to fave his country, when 
he could not fave his revenue ; this he 
ftated in anfwer to Meflrs. Amyatt and 
Hays*s demands in the following words : 
** As I have nothing to do with cuftoms 
or duties on any kind of goods from any 
merchant whatever, and have wholly ex- 
empted them for two years to come, ye 
may engage in whatever trade ye pleafe ; 
nor will any meddle or interfere therein ; 
after the time of exemption is expired, 
every officer will again interfere for duties; 
then ye will prove your rights from grants, 
and I will anfwer you +." At this period, it 
is evident that the Company could not legally 
raife a fhilling by cuJloms on the country, 
and their relation to their fellow fubjcds 

• Vanftttartf Vol. III. p. 206, Nabob's Letter, 
May 2, 1 763. 

t Ibid/ Vol. III. 229. 
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was limited by their Charter and Parlia- 
ment. This refolution however was the 
crifis ; and this aft of rebellion was^ the 
fignal for a revolution which plunged the 
provinces in war, and reftored Meer Jaffier 
to the Government. 

Meer CoJJim deferves, at leaft, juftice in 
the page of hiftory ; his government de- 
ferves the clofe and impartial examination 
of the Board of Control ; the revenues of 
Great Britain in Britijh India ftand on the 
foundation which he maintained ; and the 
Company cannot ferve their own intereft 
and the interefl of the public in Europe and 
in India^ unlefs it forgets its own preten- 
fions, and faithfully difcharges its agency 
of the cuftoms on behalf of the State ; by 
which, as I have before obferved, a good 
fyftem of imports can alone be eftabliflied 
and fimplified. 

I fliall proceed to inveftigate, in a few 
more examples, the degree of weight 
which the contrading parties in India gave 
to the treaties, becaufe this year they are 
not confidered as objects of regret, but are 
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recommended to the humanity and the 
juftice of the Briti/h nation ♦, by the high 
authority of Mr. Dundasj by the plans for 
Indiaj and by Mr. RuJfelL 

It is clearly ftated in Mr. Amyatfs mi- 
nute +, " The Sunnuds by which we hold 
our late acquiiitions are only TuncawSj or 
an affignment of thefe provinces, towards 
the defraying the expences of a certain 
body of troops, to be kept up fot the af- 
fiftance of the Nabob. In the prefcnt tem- 
per of the Nabob J this, fo weak a title, can 
hardly fail of proving a frefli fourcc of dif- 
pute ; he already (hews a total difinclina* 
tion to the ufe of our troops, and may, 
whenever he thinks himfelf in a condition 
to call our right in queftion, tell us he has 
no longer occafion for them, therefore will 
withdraw that revenue; to prevent fuch 
pleas on the part of the Soubahj and to 
eftablifti our rights to thefe lands as to 
Jageersj by the fulleft and moft authentic 

* Introdu£lion, p. xxxii. 

+ yanftttartf Vol. II. p. 269. Mr. Amyatt's Mi- 
nute, i5th February, 1763. 
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Sunnuds^ and fuch that hereafter may be 
ever indifpu table, fhould other European 
nations come to take part in the affairs of 
Bengal, feems a point extremely requiiite 
to be now confidered : the Company, for 
want of this matter being clearly ex- 
plained, moft probably fuppofe that the 
prefent Sunnuds are of the moft extenfive 
and indifputable kind, whereas, in fa£t, our 
force more than title can fupport us in the 
pofleffioh of them." We have a farther 
confirmation of the real importance of the 
native grants at that time, in a note of 
Governor Vanjittart to the above minute *. 
" The nature of the grants by which the 
Company poflefs thofe lands is of very lit- 
tle moment ; it is by the treaty with the 
Nabob they are ceded, and as long as that 
treaty of friendftiip and alliance fubfifts, 
he cannot difpute their right ; if a breach 
of that friendfhip happens, and a war break 
out, he will difpofiefs us if he is able, and 
that he would if we had the Kings's Fir- 
maund\ therefore the form of the grant is 

* Vanfittart^ Vol. 11. p. 269. Mr, Amyatf% Mi- 
nute, 15th February, 1763. 
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of no confequence; and this will be found 
to be the opinion of all the Council when 
they entered into a new treaty with Meer 
yqffierj at which time none of them 
thought there was any neceflity of de- 
manding Jaghire Sunnudsy 

It appears, however, from the negocia- 
tions with Meer Jaffier^ that the Com- 
pany's fervants required grants more ex- 
tenfive than Jageer in behalf of the Com- 
pany ; and " Meer Jaffier objected to the 
words, ' that the three provinces fhall be 
invefted in the Company for ever ; ' alledg- 
ing that, in fa6l, it is not material to the 
Company, as any future Nabobs who was 
inclined and able to difpute the Company's 
pofieffions, might infift it was a ceffion 
which he had no right to make ; and that 
the lame might be objefted to his prejudice 
by the King if he comes to be eftabliflied 
at Delhi, and therefore deiire the article 
may remain as formerly*." The tefti- 
mony of Lord Clive + does not invalidate 

♦ Fan/ittart's Narrative, Vol. III. p. 356. 

t Letter to the Proprietors oi Eaft-lndia Stock, 1764. 
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this ftatement; he informs the Proprietors, 
that when the Nabob Meer Jaffier^ in 1 759, 
notified by Jagger Seat that he was 
made zn Omrah^ he inquired where the 
yageer ufually annexed to that dignity was 
located, to which he was anfwered, that 
the Nabob never granted Jageers in Ben- 
gal, that Oriffa was too poor, but that he 
might have one in Bahar; but it was only 
after the fuccefs of the Englijh over the 
King's fon he was informed of the amount, 
and that it was granted in Bengal. Lord 
Clive obferves, *' It gave me the greater 
pleafure to find it to be the lordjhip of the 
Company's lands, becaufe the Company 
was thereby freed frorn all dependance on 
Government." " The lands ceded to the 
Company by the ninth article of the treaty 
with Meer Jaffier were only ceded as per- 
petual Zemindars, or renters, the Nabob 
referving the lordfhip and quit-rent, which 
amounted to ^^.30,000 a year, and the 
Company could never be lawfully diipof- 
fefled fo long as they continued to pay 
that quit-rent." It was then the lordfliip 
and rents fo referved that the Nabob tranf- 
ferred to Lord Clive, and no prejudice 
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arofe to the Company's revenue * ; the 
grant pailed all the ufual forms of the 
country, was founded on the very fame 
authority with that the Company had for 
all their acquifitions, the power of a Sou- 
bob ; yet in May, 1 764, the Diredors ap- 
ply the reafoning of Mr. Amyatt^h minute 
to fufpend the payment of Lord Clivers 
Jageer. Mr. Sullivan informed the Prefi- 
dent of Fort WilUam^ " that all cordiality 
bdng at an end with Lord CllvCf the Court 
of Diredors had flopped payment of the 
ydgeer ; '* and in efFeft the Directors order- 
ed this Jageer to be carried to their own 
account, and announce that his Lordfhip's 
preteniions (hall be fettled in London ; on 
which Lord Clive obferves, ** the Direc- 
tors at once boldly affirm my Jageer to be 
determined by the removal of Meer Jafficr 
from the throne, fincc the grant, as they 
alledge, did not bind his fucceflbr, without 
the leaft confideration of the natural infe- 
rence fuch an affertion would produce f ." 

• Letter to the Proprietors of Eaft-India Stock, p, 36. 
t Ibid. p. 52. 
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It was not therefore without reafon Lord 
ClivCj on his return to India^ in 1765, was 
impreffed with the arbitrary diftinftions in 
the conftruftion of a Soubah\ grants 
acquired f(3r the Englijh^ grants from the 
Mogul of all the territory in which the 
Briti/h armies had difputed the power of 
France and of ufurpers. But we are now 

told that humanity calls on Great Britain 

* 

to attend to the feelings and prejudices of 
the natives, by giving efFe£l to treaties 
they underftand, and which are connefted 
with their well-being ; to this error I (Rail 
only adduce the teftimony of the Governor 
and Sele£l Committee of Bengal to the 
Diredlors, January 31, 1766. *' To us it 
evidently appears, there remained but the 
alternative to advance as we have done and 
grafp at the whole power, or (hrink back 
into our primitive condition of fimple mer- 
chants ; to abandon our pofleffions, difband 
our forces, and reft our future hopes on 
the clemency of Princes who will not 
eafily forget or forgive the fuperiority we 
have maintained ; in a word, this laft mea- 
fure was impradticable, for we muft ob- 
ferve, although with much regret, that 
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the miCcanduGt of individuals hath ren« 
dered the Englijb name (o odious j that we 
are no longer fecure than while our hands 
are armed for the defence of our lives and 
properties ♦/* 

The ceremony with which the Company 
was tnveiled with the Dewanne, is flated 
by the gentlemen who were fcnt from CaU 
cutta for that purpofe, in a letter to the Sc- 
led . Committee, dated April 30, 1766. 
** We thought it by no means adviicable 
todeviate, upon flight occafions, from the 
eftabliflied forms and cufloms of the anni- 
veriary of the Poonab^ and, therefore, ac- 
cepted, for ourfelvcs and for you, the ufual 
prefents of a drefs and elephant to each ; 
which (hall be forwarded by the firiV op- 
portunity^ This expence hath formerly 
been charged to the Government ; it muft 
therefore now be brought to the Company's 
account ; but, as the amount is very in- 
coniiderable, it is fcarce worth while to 
introduce any innovation to Icffen our dig- 

• Appetidix to the Report of the Eaft-India Com- 
pany, 1773, No, 46. 
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nity in the eyes of the people*.'* After 
which the feal of the Company's Govern- 
ment bore an infcription, of which the fol- 
lowing is a tranflation : 

** The Magnificent Merchants of the 
EaJi'India Company ; the Dewans of the 
Magnificent Provinces of Bengal^ Bahar^ 
and Orijfa ; Servants of the Bold King, 
Shaw Mum f." 

On the 30th September, 1765, Lord 
Clive had given an account of his fuccefs 
to the Directors ; in which he clearly de- 
fines the conditions and the benefit of his 
arangement. He fays, " The allowance 
for the fupport of the Nabob's dignity and 
power, and the tribute to his Majefty, muft 
be regularly paid ; the remainder belongs 
to the Company :" but, in May 1770, the 
Bengal Seleft Committee confidered the 
propriety of curtailing thefe allowances, 
on account of the famine. *' It appearing 

* Eajl-India Reports, Vol. II. p. 18. 

t Ibid. Vol. I. p. 161. A Short Hiftory of Englijh 
Tranfaftions from 1756 to 1763. 
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to the Committee highly neceflary and 
reafonable, that the tribute, flipends, and 
all extraordinary iffues whatever, fhould 
give place to the more urgent calls of Go- 
vernment ;" and the letter to Richard 
Bechefj Efq. then Refident at the Durbar ^ 
convey the order : ** With concern we 
obferve the great and alarming difpropor- 
tion of your receipts to your difburfements; 
and, at the fame time, we lament the 
calamities of the country. In conjunc- 
tures like this, neceflity compells us to 
make the conveniences of dependants, and 
even the letter of engagements, fubfervient 
to the exigences of the ftate ;" *' It would 
be a ridiculous and unprecedented maxim 
to regard any tribute or ftipend before the 
fupport of our own Government ; the exaft 
fum which fhould be withheld from each 
article, we would not precifely determine, 
but we expe<St you will, at leaft, keep 
back 30 lacks, between this period and the 
1 7th of Oftober * ;" and the Direftors in 
1771 confirm this principle, and order 

* Appendix, Report of Comauttcc of Secrecy, 
1772, No. 4. 

s s 
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farther reduftion of the Miiiifters' . allow- 
ances. " At a time when twtxy jujlifiable 
meafure fliould be adopted, for availing the 
public and the Company of all the advan- 
tages, we had in profpedt, from the pofleffion 
of the Dewannee^ we cannot but refleft 
on the diiiipatioil of a confiderable part 
thereof by the allowances to the NaboFs 
Minifters, &c*." 

Thefe inftances may fuffice. I (hall, 
however, add two obfervations which will 
farther illuftrate the circumftances of the 
provinces, at the periods feparately conli- 
dered in the preceding review of the 
financial arrangements of the Company. 

When the JE^-JW/i^ Company in 1698, 
aflerted the pretenfions vi^hich Mr. Rujfell 
has revived, they informed Parliament, 
that, itt feme royal charters, they had 
been denominated Lords Proprietors of 
Bombay and St. Helena^ pofleffions vefted 
in the Crown, as Dower to the Queen of 
Charles the Second. The total produce of 

• Appendix, Report of Committee of Secrecy, 
1772, No. 2. 
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I 

thofe fettlements and the fa6lories of Fort 
George^ Fort St. Davids^ Bengal^ Sumatra^ 

» 

and Perjia^ Including cuftoms, and licences 
to fell fpirituous liquors, announced ;j 
44,oool ♦. 

In 1760 the Company's military and 
other charges in Bengal amounted to 
20o,oool. per annum ^ and their net revenue 
did not exceed 80, cool +. 

In the prefent year, the net fum 
of the landed eftates and cuftoms of the 
Company, viz. Calcutta and its Pergun* 
nahsy Madras and its Jageer^ the five 
Northerh CircarSy the Iflands of Bombay 
and 5^/. Helena^ Cuddalorej Pinang^ and Ben- 
coolen^ are ftated by Mr. Rujfell'l and by 
Mr. Dundas § to produce a grofs income 
of 500,000!. a year, or 400,0001. a year 
net income, being at leaft 250,0001. aye^r, 

* Parliamentary Debates, 1698, and Anderfon\ 
Hiftory of Commerce. 

t Vanftttart. 

X Short Hiftory, p. 36. 
• § Parliamentary Debates, 1793, ^"^^ Sketch of Mr. 
Dundas's Speech referred to, Intrcdudlion, p. xxxix. 

S f 2 
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after allowing its due proportion for the 
general defence. Mr. Rujfell confines his 
inquiry to the merits which relate to the 
►town, port, and diftrift of Majfulipataniy 
and to the live Northern Circars^ from a 
perfuafion that they will be found intrinfi- 
cally of the firft importance, among the 
other claims with which they are clafled ; 
and, becaufe by an inveftigation and dif- 
cuflion of the merits whereon the legal 
right to thefe diftrifts feem to depend, it 
is not improbable but fome rule or princi- 
ple may be eftablifticd with regard to all, 
or fome of the others *. Accordingly we 
find that the grofs rent of the Northera 
Circars is eftimated by Mr. # 

Rujfell -^ at - 240,00a 

The Guntoor Circar^ at - - 90,00a 






330,00a 
From which grofs rent he de- 
duds the net rent paid to the 
JNizam 70,00a 

There remains therefore grofs rent 260,00a 

* Short Hiftory, page 54. 
t Ibid, page 34.' 
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I have already (hewn* the amount of 
the real value of the revenues of the Nor- 
thern Circars. 

In the next place, Mr. Rujfell confiders, 
as the Company's eftates, 

1 . Thofe poflcfled by the Company prior 
to 1755, as ftated in the Third Report of 
the Secret Committee, 1772. 

2. The territories and revenues ceded to 
the Company by the Moguls the Nabob of 
Arcot^ and the Soubah of the Decan^ viz. 
the Purgunnahs and Zemindary of Calcutta^ 
the ceded lands Midnapore and Chittagong +j 

*the diftridl of Majfulipaiamj the five Nor- 
thern CircarSj and the Jaggeer lands at 
Madras. 

Thefe are Mr. Rujfel/*s debatable lands. 

3. The provinces of Bengal^ Bahar^ and 
part of Oriffa J terminated by the Cattack^ 

* Vide page 240. 

t In the 2d edit. Mr. Ruffell inferted the ceded lands^ 
-which, I believe, he had forgot in his ift edition. 
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the diftri£t of Benares^ the countries in 
the Carnatic^ and on the Malabar coaft, 
lately obtained by treaty from Tippoo Sul- 
taun. All thefe territories, acquired by 
conqueft, according to Mr. Rujfell^ are claims 
of the public, as property of the ftate, on a 
maxim of /aw, that all territories obtained 
by conquejl veft in the Crown. 

To this arbitrary divifion I fubftitute 
two. 

1. All fettlements made for the purpofe 
of trade, and for its fecurity, at any time, 
by the Company, under the authority of 
Royal Charters, whether granted by Sun-- 
nudy by native princes, or by their per- 
miffion, purchafed from native landholders 
adjoining to their fettletoents, as in the 
inftance of thirty- feven villages contiguous 
to Calcutta, conftitute the territorial eftate 
of the Company. 

2. All territory not fpecially for the 
purpofes of trade, obtained by conqueft,* 
grant, or treaty ; and all revenues arifing 
therefrom, and to which - adls of fove- 
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reignty nfeceflarily attach, whether for the 
pyrpofes of police, or protedion of pro- 
perty, conftitute the property of the crown 
in behalf df the ftate, fubjefl to the con- 
trol of the Legiflature ; and the Executive 
Government and Parliament muft be equally 
vigilant, when the rights of the Sovereign 
are attempted to be fequeftered or eluded, 
as when the Company, under permiflion 
either of Britijh or native Government to 
purchafe, fhall feizc lands without the 
confent of its owners. 

The whole of Mr. RuJfelPs cafe refts on 
hisdiftinguiihing Majfulipatam from the C/r- 
cars : he has given a detailed narrative of 
the acquifition of thofe diftrifts ; and in 
another feftion he has related the acquifi- 
tion of the Circars. He admits the right 
of the King of England in the firft cafe, 
founded on conqueft * : " becaufe Majfuli' 
pat am had been held as a Fief of the Indian 
Empire, and that the change of hands 
could not alter the rights of the Mogul or 
his Soubahy as the paramount Lords. We 

• Short Jiiftory, p. 65. 
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are ready to admit, that the King, by his 
• prerogative, muft, of neceffity, be the 
fummus Dominus fupra omnes over all terri-? 
tories held by him ; that lands in his pof- 
fion are free from every tenure ; that he 
' can neither be a joint tenant with another, » 
nor hold of another ; but with this admif- 
fion, and though in fa£i: the Soubah had 
taken no part ih the hoftilities between, 
the Englijh and . the French^ they being 
feudatories of the Soubah^ it muft, to every 
legal intent, be held as levying wtu: againfi 
that power alfo ; and, that by the conqueft, 
the fovereignty, as well as the foil, became 
inftantly annexed to the Crown of Eng- 
land. If the French had themfelves the 
fovereignty, the legal effedl would have 
been the fame. The fubfequent agreement 
by Colonel Ford with Salabut ^ung^ could 
not change or vary the nature of the King's 
title to Majfulipatam once acquired ; nor 
under the charter of 1757, could the Com^ 
pany reftore it, becaufe they were reftrained 
from ceding back any acquifitions belong- 
ing to the European, ftates* The treaty of 
peace in 1763 completely eftabliflied the 
right of the King, the French having 
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tberebj fcnoanced all their acquifitkms on 
the C09A, cxcef^ their fadories, which 
akme were reflored to them*^ 

Mr« Ruje/J admits^ that Mr« BuJ^ had 
obtained from the Saubabj SaJabut J^ng^ 
for the French f the Five Circars^ as well 
as M^ulipatam* It is not neceflary to ar* 
goe that Odonel Ford^ hj his conquering 
the French at Maffuiipatam^ dilpoiSbfled the 
French of the Circars. Lord C/rur told 
the Proprietors that * ^^ the redudion of 
Majfulif^aam^ the Four Northern Provinces^ 
and the making all the French ztmy there 
prifoners, g^^tly ccmtributed to our fuccefr 
at Fi^ George ;'* if an j ^rcement was en* 
tered into by Colonel Ford with Salabut 
Jnng to retain only Majfulipaiamj on his 
own confeffion the agreement was vmd, it 
being contrary to the charter of 1757, to 
rtOaxxttc The negociations of Mr. jllex^ 
ander with Nham AlU in 1760, and the 
rcje&ion of his Sunnuds^ cannot have any 
weight ; if founded on political wiidom^ 
it arofe from the Company not accepting 

* Clwt'% Lena to die VtefAewnf p* S« 
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a worfc title from the ufurpcr than they 
had by conqucft ; and if the treaty of 
Paris * is referred to in fupport of our 
right, how comes Mr. Rujfe// to forget, that 
Salabut Jung is guaranteed by that treaty to 
be the lawful Nizam ? In one page Mn 
Rujfell fays, *' it appears, that fo early as 
1760, Nizam Jilly^ who, in confequence 
of his brother, being deferred by the 
French^ had aflUmed the Soubahjhip^ vilited 
the Circars^ and was attended at Rajamun- 
drum by Mr. Akxandtr^^ In the next, 
+ >^ The new Soubah^ Nizam Aily^ derived 
bis right to the Government of the Decan^ 
under a grant from the Mogul \^^ in 1764 
the Madras Government open a negocia- 
tion with the Soubabj Nizam Ally^ for a 
grant of the Ctrcars^ which failed ; and in 
1765 Lord -C/Zt?^ obtained the grant from 
liie MoguU on which he aSed. Mr. Ruffell 
fays, ^* War, however, was, if poffible, 
to be avoided ; treachery, chicanery, and 
bribery were fubftituted as fafer inftru- 
ipents J J* 



f*' 



• Mr. Ruffcll c^Ws it the Treaty of FerfailUs. 
t Shojct HiHioryi p. 64 and 65. % I^^^* P* ^7* 
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The fort of Condipelly was a poft ncccf- 
fary to command the principal pafs from 
Ellore to Hyderabad^ this, Mr. Rujfell fays, 
" moft probably was a device concerted to 
create a panic in the Nizam ;*^ ^^ ibM^fg^e 
zA of taking poffeflion of the defencelefs 
fort of Condipelly and the pafs cannot furely 
be deemed a conqueft of the Circars ; it is 
much to be doubted if that fort is deemed 
a part of the Circars * ; ** it is extraordi- 
nary that Mn Rujfell (hould not remember 
that Condaphillee and Muftapba Nagur are 
fyhonimous names of one of the Circars ; 
but he farther obferves, " it might as well 
be argued, that by the capture of Breda 
the French had accompliflied the conqueft 
of the United Provinces, as that a country 
^ 600 miles in length on the fea coail was 
conquered by taking the Hill ForX fituated 
at the weftern extremity of it." Such 
reafoning can be of little weight, for the 
cales are not parallel, from the difference 
of the natural barriers in the two coun- 
tries ; .befides, it is not neceffary to prove 
that the Circars were twice conquered, 

♦ Short Hiftory, p. 71- 
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faecati^ Mr. RmJptC^ frtim tiic fame autho- 
rirjr b J fdiidi he proves * that M^^fkBfa- 



tsm uaAaA^Freacb wzs ^cfifiind firom the 
pbcrs^^^[ieDdant 00 it, as wdl as firom the 
ftd#^t acquifitkms of the Fr/xc^ in 
the fiartbem Circars^ might find AfHnd 
trideoce of the contiaxy pofitioQ. Mr. 
Dupleix^s celebrated addrefs to the French 
nation, adduces evidence of die political 
importance, and of the geographical divi- 
fion, of the country in queftion. Mr. D«f- 
fkix^ on his review of the propofed equa- 
lization of the Engli/b and French Compaq 
nics in India j in the time of Governor 
Godeheu and Governor Saunders^ obferves, 
that MaJfuUpatam^ from its fituation, is 
the key to the northern commerce of the 
Decan\. It was alfo then ftated to the 
Syndics and Diredtors of the French Com- 
pany, that the giving Majfulipatam and 
Dhi to obtain quiet pofleffion of Nizam- 
pat am and Condavir^ would be like re- 
nouncing FlanderSy Burgundy^ and Alface^ 
to keep Lorraine \. Mr. Ru^ell perhaps 

♦ Short Hillory, p. 60, refers to Dupleix Mem. 

t Mcmoire de M. de Moracitij p. 95, 

X Mem. concernant TEtat, &c, dansles/wAx, p. 67. 
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did not recoiled that the ftatements of the 
revenues of the diftin£t parts of the French 
pofl^oos refer merely to that negociation, 
and Mr. Dupleix exprefsl j dates that Majfu^ 
Upatam and its dependencies form a pai:t o( 
the province of Raja Mundry * ; confequent- 
Xjj driving out the French in 1759* and 
taking poiTejQion of MaJfuUpatamj was^ in 
faa, taking poflcffion of the northern pro- 
vinces: and in the jear 1765, the Com* 
panj being in pofleffion of Majfulipatam^ 
the taking poflefEon of the fort of Condi- 
pelly and the pafs, under the MoguPs grant, 
was all that was ncceff^ry to fecure the 
whole Northern Circars^ without renewal 
of hoftilities with the French. Mr. Rujfell 
admits the AloguPs Sumtuds were then pub* 
lifhed, and every Zemindar immediately 
acknowledged the Company as their fove-* 
reign f. 

In vain will Mr. -Rujfell puzzle among 
the negodations with Salabut Jung fubie^ 
quent to the c<»iqueJ[l of the Circars in 

* Memoire de Dupltix, p. i42« Obfervations fur 
les Articles. 

t Short Hiioijf p. 68. 
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17595 ^^^ ftatements printed by the Com- 
pany and by Orme^ and the difpatches of 
Colonel Ford^ all differ ; but Mr. Rujfell 
may fee in Orme that the Madras Govern- 
ment fent a commercial chief to MaJfuUpa-- 
iam^ and that Colonel Ford waited for the 
orders of Clive, this military and political 
operation having been condudled by his 
fole direction. Mr. Rujfell forgets the un- 
limited powers delegated to Clhe when he 
was detached in 1757 to re-poflefs the 
Englijh^ who were driven on boafd their 
fhips ; he cannot ferioufly fuppofe that in 
the critical fituation of the Englijh affairs 
in Bengal, Clhe would have detached half 
his army into the Decan only to eftablifli a 
factory at Majfulipatam, when they had not 
a (hilling to make an inveftment : in Sep- 
tember, 1758, he fcnt 420 Europeans and 
1,400 feapoys^ and incurred the expence 
of half a million fterling ; and in Bengal, 
Clhe took the field 'in March, 1759, 
with only 400 Europeans and 2,500 fea- 
poys*. Clhe meant no fuch ftatement when 
he informed the proprietors that " the re- 

♦ Scrafton^ Sketch, p. 117, 119. 
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du£lion of Majfulipatam^ xhtfour northern 
provinces^ and the making all the French 
army there prifoners, greatly contributed to 
our fuccefs at Fort St. George* ;^^ there 
the French " met with a reiiftance fuitable 
to the importance of the objeft ; and 1 am 
perfuaded that Meffrs. Pigott, Lawrence^ 
Draper^ and many other gentlemen of 
that garrifon, would have been buried un- 
der its ruins (boner than have furrendered 
the place +." The confidence of men of 
honour at the head of the Britijh interefVs 
in India at that time made up for the in-» 
feriority of force, and the ignorance of 
their employers, and of the nation : if it 
requires more to (hew the ability of Clive 
and the importance of the Circars in his 
eftimation, I may add, that at the time he 
had detached fo great a part of his force to 
the CircarSj (even Dutch (hips with 600 
European and more native troops landed in 
Bengal; Colonel Ford having given up his 
command in the Decan^ was employed to 
prevent the jundlion of this fufpicioufly 

• Clive's Letter to the Proprietors, 1764. 
t Ibid. 
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well-timed reinforcement, from joining the 
Dutch faftory ; he gained a complete vic- 
tory over them, and the Dutch were inca- 
pacitated from embroiling farther the affairs 
of the Englijh. In their memorials the 
Dutchj in 1762, claim their privileges un- 
der the Mogulh Phirmaundj and contended 
that the Nabob vfzs only a governor of the 
provinces, and v^as not authorifed to in- 
fringe the MoguPs grant. The Diredlors, 
in their memorial to the King, anfwer, 
that the Nabob of Bengal^ from the Mogu/^s 
inability to maintain his rights, was Ji 
fa^Oj vi^hatever he might be dejure^ a fo- 
vereign Prince, or at worft not a Viceroy^ 
but a tributary to the Mogul^. 

Mr. Rujfslli however, in his firft edi- 
tion, modeftly, ** with fubmiffion to better 
judges," ftates the Circars being held 
merely as a farm under Nizam Alliy at a 
rent of about j^. 70,000 a year, to ftand on 
fimilar footing with the ^^^^^^r lands ; but 
in his fecond edition, he concludes his ela- 
borate additional chapter, " upon the 

♦ Clive\ Letter to the Proprietors, 1764, p. 50* 
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whole, we rfetain the opinion formerly 
given in the third chapter, that in point of 
law the Crown and the public have no 
claim againil the Company in the Northern 
Circars^ and that they are held by the 
Company as Jageerdars to the Moguls (a 
fpecies of military tenure by which they 
are to furnifh a number of cavalry deter- 
minable by the King's books,) paying at 
the fame time, by voluntary compaft, a 
fixed tribute to the Soubah of the Decan^ 
who is the nominal Viceroy and reprcfenta- 
tive of the Mogul va thofe parts." All this 
refinement will vanifK before the true hif- 
torical and political fads. The Moguls 
grant in 1765 came fubfeqaent to the con- 
quefl in 1759 ; no ail of the Madras Go- 
vernment was valid for reftitution of con- 
quefts made from the French ; having Con- 
nefted the MoguVs grant in point of date, 
according to Mr. /2«/7'^//'s'deduftions, I (hall 
conclude ** that the law hath cafl the 
legal eflate by the conqueft upon the 
King; and any grants made fubfequent to 
the King's title once acquired, though 
made by the conquered party and former 
owner to the real conqueror, are unavaiU 

Tt 
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abkt and cannot ops ate to diveft the King 

of what he had been previoufly iuvefted 

with V The tedious negociation to avert 

farther warfare^ led to an agreement with 

the Nizam m 1766; the grant or jfageir 

which he had* given to his brother Bazalet 

Jung wa^ allowed to continue during his 

life, with an annual fubiidy or rent of nine 

lacks, which ought to have been difcpu* 

tiniied in Auguft, 1767, when tht Nizam 

openly joined the army of Hyder at Ban^ 

galore ; for the payment to the Nizam was 

not to acquire a right, but to purchafe 

amity and peace. If right guaranteed by 

treaty had decided, and the Mogul* s grant 

had been laid aiide, Salabut Jung^ and not 

Nizam Allij muft have been the Sovereign 

to treat with, according to the treaty of 

Paris ; but I heartily agree with Mr. Ruf- 

fell^ that *' to raife a queftion at this day 

on the efficacy of the Moguls grant to the 

Company would be abfurd and prepofte« 

rous, ab ilriking at the very root of their 

titles to various parts of our pofleffions in 

India ^r To latisfy Mr. RuJjeWs and the 

• Short Iliftory, p. 70. t Ibid. 



public^t geographical doubts, I (hall make 
an cxtraft from Mr. Grant^s political fur- 
vcy of the Northern Circars^ an official re- 
port made to the Befigal Government after 
his return from an official refidence at the 
court of the Nizam. This work, being 
equally acceffible to Mr. RuJJe// as other 
documents which he has adopted, (hould 
have faved me the difagreable office d 
commenting cm his error. 



CHAP. XVL 

A POLITICAL AND HISTORICAL VIEW Of 
THE NORTHERN CIRCARS. 

Extent and Boundary. 

jL hat portion of the Brttilb dominion 

on the Coromandel coafl commonly called 

the Northern Circars^ from its relative 

fituation to Fort St. George^ is a narrow 

flip of maritime country extending from 

51^1 to the 2oth degree of north latitude ; 

and from 79^1 to 85^^ eaft longitude 

T t 2 
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from Greenwich. The fea bounds it to the 
Eqft in a direct courfe N. E. i E., along 
a coaft 470 meafured miles in length, from 
MootapUlee^ dependant on Guntour^ near it» 
fouthern extremity, to the town of Maloud 
in Orljfa^ on the borders of the Chilka lake. 
In almoft a parallel diredtion on the Weji^ 
from fifty to feventy miles in land, it is divi- 
ded from the interior provinces of the Sou-- 
bah of Hydrahad by a range of fmall de- 
tached hills extending to the banks of the 
Goadaveri\ and in like manner feparated 
from Berar^ to the north of that river, by 
a great continued ridge of mountains, im- 
paflable, every where hitherto explored, 
for horfe oi" wheel carriage, excepting in 
the middle near Salour-g^aut^: ({\mc\iti the 
northern extremity of the Circars. at Goom- 
fur. From this laft place the fame un- 
broken chain curves to the eaftward, and 
•together with, the Chilka lake, form an al- 
moft impenetrable barrier of fifty milets to the 
North y on the fide of the Mahrattahs ofCut^ 
tack^ excepting a tongue of land, between 
that lake and the fea, a mile in breadth at 
Maloud J and interfered by the deep water 
communication oi Manicpataniy at all times 
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unfbrdable. Towards thc/outhy the fmall 
river Gondeganuty which empties itfelf at 
Mootaplllee^ fepa rates the territory we nr^ 
defcribing, from the diftrids of Ongole^ 
and thus formeth, on that lide, the moft 
diflinguiihable modern frontier to the Car^ 
fiatic Payengaut. 

The Ared^ or fuperficial contents of the 

Circars^ taken in theip greateft extent of 

_ • • • 

acceflible, proddflive-land/ iftay be com- 
puted at i7,oot)fqt!are geographic "miles; 
of which, perhaps, only one fifth in cul- 
tivation or fallow; twice that proportion in 
pafture, and the remainder woods, water, 
towns, barren hills, or a Tandy wafte, three 
miles in breadth, bordering the whole ex- 
tent of the coaft. - By another divifion, 
three fourths of thfs area may be confidered 
^ plain J rifing no where more than 25 feet 
above the level of the fea, and ftretching 
on a medium 35 miles inland, with only 
two remarkable interruptions in its greateft 
length along the (hore, by as many crofs, 
or rather inclined ridges of hills ; the one 
a few miles north of the river Settlaveranij 
which forms the fouthern boundary of 
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Cicacok ; and the other, parting unequally 
that province, at the river Potmdy^ into its 
prcfent fubdivifions, dependant on Ffzaga- 
patam and Ganjam: the remaining y0i^r//& 
portion^ parallel to this plain, and farther 
inland about 1 5 miles, is much more ele« 
vated, is agreeably variegated with hills 
and vales, eafy of accefs, and fuperabun- 
dantly fertile. But beyond both thefe 
trafts of plaip ai^d hilly ground, to the 
north of the Goadaveriy a ftill higher re- 
gion extends clofe to, the great ridge of 
mountains on the confines of Berar. This 
comprehends at leaft 6000 fquare miles 
additional ; but being poor, unhealthy, and 
thinly inhabited, pays fo flender a tribute, 
that it is fcarceiy made any account of, 
unlefs as a frontier towards the MahraUab 
Dominions on the N# W, almoft wholly 
naccefiible. 



Six Provincial Divijiom. 

The grand divifions of this whole ter- 
ritory are naturally and properly jfo^ ; be- 
ing fo many portions of its length, princi* 



[ ^47 ] 

pally mirked by rivers, running acrofs 
from the hills on the weft to the fea ; but 
beiides theie, zjixthd\(kt\d: has been formed 
from the maritime border of the four 
foutherly Circars or Provinces, to fcrvc as 
an appendage to. and fccure the fait made, 
or cuftoms colleftcd at, the ports of^izam* 
patam^ on a ibuthern outlet of the Kljina^ 
and of MaJjuUpaiam on one of its nor- 
thern branches, as urell as at their rc- 
{ped:ive dependencies along the coaft. 

I, Guntoufj or Moorteza-nagur^ the moft 
ibutherly province, is of a circular form, 
comprehending an area of 2500 fquare 
miles. The river Kijina^ after running a 
courfe 6f 600 miles, nearly on the parallel 
of x6^i latitude, from its fourcc on the 
Balagaut hills, near the coaft of Malabar^ 
forms the northern boundary of this Cir- 
car 9 and feparates it, in its grcateft extent 
on that fide, from the province of Mu/ia^ 
fanagur. The boundaries to the IVe/i and 
ScfUth^ arc the diftrids of PalnaudznA On- 
goUj formerly dependant on the Fougedarry 
oi Kerpah^ but fomctimc (ince incorporated 
with the Carnatic Payengaut^ and on the 
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Eajlj Nizampatam^ with its dependencies, 
intervene every where between it and the 
fea, excepting a narrow communication 
with the fmall port of Mootapilley which, 
in the confufion of frequent revolutions, 
has been difmembered from its proper mari- 
time capital, and annexed to the interior 
country. This province therefore, gene* 
rally fpeaking, is entirely furrounded by 
the other dominions of Britain^ and abfo- 
lutely detached from all the territory ftill 
claimed, and held formally, by the Soubah^ 
dar of the Decan^ - under the Crown of 
Delhi. 



\f$ 



2. Condapilke^ or Mufiaf a- nagur ; and, 3. 
Ellore^ adjacent to each other, as well as 
. to the C/rr^r juftdefcribed, in a N. eafterly 
diredtion, occupy the. whole fpace lying 
between the, Kijlna and the diftrids of 
N-aJfulipatam towards vthe fea, and the in- 
land province of Commamet on the U^ejl ; 
and the Iheel^ or lake of Co/are^ chiefly 
formed by the overflowings of thofe two 
rivers, with a parallel flream running 
through its centre tathe fea coafl: at Golla- 
pollam, would nearly divide the Circars 
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under coufideration into two equal parts or 
iquares of about 53 miles on every fide, 
ailowiug for fome inequalities^ which, how- 
ever, ought not to efcape notice. Conda* 
fiUee^ along the north bank of the Klflna^ 
fbetcbes fome of its ftraggling Purgunnabs 
to the weft through Commamet^ as far as 
Mongol^ 1 20 miles frotn MaffuHpatam^ and ra- 
thcr more than half wav to Hvdrabad ; com- 
prehending an area in the whole of abou^ 
3400 fquare miles. On the other hand, 
the river Goadaveri^ which defcribes the 
limits of EUore northerly, curves fb much 
in its greater branch to the fbuth on ap- 
proaching the fea, as to dlm'mifh confider- 
aWy the eaft fide of the fquare of tliis pro- 
vince ; and though the diftrifi of Polave^ 
ram^ dependent on Rajemundry among the 
bills, on the fbuthern bank of the fame 
river, be a farther encroachment on the 
r^ular bounds of Kllore^ yet ftill its fu- 
perficial contents cannot juldy beeftimated 
at lefs than 2700 fquare miles. 

4. Rajemundry^ towards the fouth, is, 
with the exception above mentioned, Icpa- ^ 
rated from EUorc in its greateft breadth by 
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the Goadaveri. This river, after receiving 
many lefler ones, from its fource among 
the Balagaut mountains near Bombay^ on 
the Malabar coaft, and running a courfe 
eaft-fbuthcrly from thence about 700 miles, 
divides itfelf into two great branches ^^ 
miles from the fea, within which is formed 
the ifland of Nagur; a triangular fpacc 
comprehending only ^©o fquare miles, but 
of greater value in proportion to its extent 
than perhaps any other fpot in the Eaft^ 
without excepting the famed Delta of 
JEgypt. From the diftri<St. of Polaveram^ 
on the weft, the great ridge of hi! Is towards 
Berar limits this province ; and the fmall 
river of Settiaveram running from thence 
to the fea, delcribes its northern boundary 
wiih Cicacoky including in all an area of 
1 700 miles of acceffible country. 

5. The diftrifts of Majfulipaiam form 
the leaft of the grand divifions of the Cir* 
cars^ and,^ as hath been obferved, are otiiy 
portions of the maritime border difmem- 
bered, for certain ufes, from the four pro- 
vinces already defcribed. Nizampatam^ for- 
merly a feparate jurifdic^ion on the Ibuth 
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of the Kiftna^ extending along a coaft of 
60 miles, from Point Divlj near the great 
mouth of that river, to MoctapilUe fouth, 
and about 5 in breadth on a medium to 
the territory of Guntoor^ conftitutes the 
jcuthtm portion of this divifion ; and from 
the fame head-land, including the ifland of 
Dw/, to Narfapore on the fouthern arm of 
the Goadaveri^ and from thence to Ingeram 
on its northern branch, juft beyond the 
point formed by and deriving its name from 
this river, lye ieveral Pergunnahs detached 
from Condapillee^ and fome lefler fea- ports 
(battered on the (hores of Ellore and Raje^ 
fimmdry^ together compofing the northern 
fubdivifion, and extending along a coaft of 
105 miles, within /^^oi Pentacotah^ at the 
mouth of the Settiaveram^ and boundary of 
Cicacole. Both thcfe portions united may 
contain 700 fquare miles of land, imme- 
diately dependant on Majfullpatam^ which 
is not only the capital of thefe diftrifts, but 
alfo the feat of a fubordinate Government 
ruling the different provinces defcribed, 
except Guntour^ and is the principal fort 
or bulwark of all the northern Circars. 
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6. CtcacolCj anciently Kulling^ the mofl: 
' northerly and laft in order of the grand 
divifions, is alfo fubdiyided into two dif- 
tricls ; of which, one, deriving its name 
from that province, is dependant on Fiza- 
gapatam ; the other, called Ichapoor^ is 
placed under the chief and council of Gan- 
jam. The former lies between the rivers 
of Settiaveram on the fouth, and of Poondy 
north ; from the crofs hills approaching 
the fea near thofe extremities, it forms a 
kind of amphitheatre, or femi-circular tei:- 
ritory ; of which the diameter along the 
coaft extends 180 miles, and its greatcft 
dimenfions inland, to the high mountain- 
ous region on the weft, about one third of 
the fame diftance, comprizing an area not 
lefs than 4400 fquare miles. The latter 
fubdivifion of this province, is of a trian- 
gular figure, ftretchingics longeft fide along 
the fhore about 80 miles from Poondy to 
Maloud^ the fouthern frontier of Cuttackj 
and its (horteft to the angle at Goomfur^ 
50 niiles in a weft northerly direftion tow- 
ards Berar^ containing near 1600 miles of 
fuperficial meafure ; cxclufive of that por- 
tion of country, which, in this diftri(9:. 
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as well as in all the others fouthward to the 
Goadaveriy we have afligned to the high in- 
acceilible region^ extending to the great 
ridge of boundary mountains on the weft, 
in variable breadths. . 

The Climate of the Northern CircarSj 
with a general conformity to what is obfer- 
vable in other parts of Hindojlan^ North 
of the Kiftruij has yet» from latitudinal ex- 
tent of country, maritime fituation, and 
pofition of the inland hills, fome peculiari- 
ties in each of the three feafons of the year, 
worthy of remark. The periodical rain 
called by the natives Burfant^ ufually fets 
in about the middle of June, with a weft- 
erly wind, in moderate (howers until the 
latter end of Auguft, which month con- 
cludes the Poonafs'fujfulj or fmall-graiii 
harvoft ; and continues from this period in 
greater abundance to the beginning of No- 
vember, wh^n it generally breaks up with 
violence, and ufhers in the Zimmeftan^ or 
winter, with a ftrong north-eafterly wind, 
gfreatly tempered, however, in its coldnefs, 
by thomild influence of the fea over which 
it blows. The middle of this latter and de- 
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lightful fcafon, early in January, finifhes 
the Fujful'khereef for rice and Boforyj 
which arc the great produftions of the coim-» 
try North of the Goadaveri^ and, in like 
manner, its clofe^ at the vernal equinox, 
terminates the third Fujful or Rubbi-harveftj 
the grand one for Joary * or Jancdoo^ as 
well as for all the different fpecies of grain 
or pulfe. South of that river. Then com- 
menceth the Tabejian^ or hot feafon, which 
is always extremely moderate towards the 
Northern extremity of the Circars^ near 
Ganjam, by reafon of conftant femidiurnal 
breezes from the fea, and the pofition of 
the neighbouring hills from fouth to ^eft, 
contrary to the ordinary diredion of the 
wind : about Majfulipatam on the/outh^ for 
the firft two months, ftrong foutherly gales 
along the (hore, together with the fea bree- 
zes, moderate the heat ; but the baleful in- 
fluence of the former, in blowing over fait 

* y^^^y and Pelujaryy the former white, the oilier 

yellow and coarfer, are a fpecies of Maize with a large 

bufliy top ; in contradiftinftlon to the Mecca Joary or 

Indian corn, which hath its grain growing in a conic 

form ; as hath in like manner the Bajary^ or* Milletj 
on a longer and flenderer Buhta ot ear. 
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ftagnant marlhes on the coaft, is injuriout 
to animal life, and abiblutely dedrndive to 
vegetation ; during the fucceediug month, 
and until the rain$^ thj? wind coming from 
the wefi:, over a parched loofe foil of great 
extent, uninterrupted by any continued 
chain of hiils, and pafling along the broad, 
and, at this time of the year almofl dry, 
iandy bed of the Kijlna^ becomes {o intole- 
rably hot near the mouths of that river, as 
to raife the Thermometer, fometimes for 
a week together, to i lo degrees within the 
houfe, and feldom under 105 during the 
firft part of the day. Another peculiarity 
of climate too often and fatally experienced 
in this Qountry, is the noxious flate of the 
air in all the hilly regions, throughout the 
di^rent feafous of vegetation, which oc-> 
cafions the diftemper called the Hill-feyer* 
This generally mortal difbrder has been 
fometimes afcribed to the water ^ impreg* 
nated, perhaps, with the poifonous quality 
of copper ore in paffing over the mountains, 
or from fprings iflbing through unwhole- 
fome mineral earths ; and fometimes with 
equal probability it has been attributed to 
the corrupted juice of vegetables waihed 



[ 6s6 ] 

down by torrentsinto the public refervoirs; 
but the greateft operative caufe is doubtlefs 
the groffnefs of the atmofphere, charged 
and contaminated with the exhalations of a 
luxuriant foil, pent up in yallies ; as feems 
to be clearly evinced by the prevalence of 
the fame diftemper even in the plains, 
where the richer crops of Janaloo^rQ cul- 
tivated, and a free circulation of the air 
impeded by the luxuriancy of the proper 
growth of this plant, or by furrounding 
trees and villages. 

The foil in all thofe provinces, along the 
coaft, is chiefly fandy, improving gradually 
towards the hills. The fame ground there- 
fore fcldom if ever yields more than a /in- 
gle crop of grahi annually ; but there being 
evgfy where an abundant fupply of water, 
the ond produced is generally extremely 
rich. For befides the boundary rivers al- 
ready mentioned, which fertilize the coun- 
try on either iide, there are many lefler 
ones within each of the Circars running ia- 
to the fea, or divided artificially into canals, 
and afterwards conducted into the tanks and 
greater refervoirs ; fuch are the ftreams paiT* 
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ing tlirough Guntour^ and which, for the 
moft part, collcfted near Bofetla^ together 
with the overflowingg of the Kiftna^ water 
the fands of Nizampatam ; fuch alio are 
the rivulets drawn from this great river 
and the Goadaven\ which uniting in the 
Co/artj between the provinces of Can Japi/lee 
and Ellore^ are from thence diverted into 
numberlefs channels to water the circum- 
jacent territory. In Rajemundry the Yel- 
eruj or Yalore^ running parallel to, and 
not far fouth of, the Settiaveram^ is, with 
uncommon intelligence and induftry, fub- 
divided, to anfwer the purpoles of cultiva- 
tion within the two principal Zemindarries 
of Pedapore and Pettapore^ on its oppofite 
banks ; while the ifland of Nagur^ or Na- 
garuntj enclofed chiefly by the two greater 
branches of the GoaJaven\ and interfered 
by five other leffer ones, is made wonder- 
fully produflive, not only by a conftant 
and plentiful fupply of the great element 
of vegetation, but from the acquifition of 
au extraordinary rich foil, in being thus, 
from iituation, the grand receptacle of all 
the flimy mould carried down by the great- 
eft river in the Decan. The fouthern fub- 

u u 
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diviiion of CicacoUj with a better Ibil thau 
is found in other parts of the Cirfars^ is 
fufficiently watered by four interior rivers, 
which have their outlets at the refpedtivc 
ports of Fi%agapatam^ Bimlipatam^ Maphus^ 
bunder^ or Ckacoky and Calmgapatam, be-* 
iides many leiler dreams in the feafon of 
the rains, in advancing to the north wardjs; 
and in the territory of Jehapoory the river 
of Ganjam uniting different branches from 
the vallies of Vizianagur^ Burragur^ and 
Goomfur^ in the very centre of the whole 
diftridt, in its greatefl breadth at J^Jha^ 
makes this portion of the province equally 
fruitful with the other, comparatively to 
its extent. 

From the many advantages which we 
have already enumerated as common to the 
Circars^ it may be expeded that their na^^ 
tural produce will appear proportionate ; 
neverthelefs, the moft ufeful claffes of 
animals are found in greater abundance thaa 
variety, being almoft wholly reducible to 
flieep, and the larger fpecies of horned 
cattle; but the neighbouring fea and its 
jiumberlefs inlets abound with every kind 
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of Indian fifh, a few excepted, together 
with fome that are common to Europe^ 
fuch as mullet, foal, and pomflet; the 
latter refembling moft the turbot, if it be 
not t%z€t\j the fame in miniature, is more 
peculiarly attaclied to this coaf^, and is 
turned to no inconiiderable benefit, when 
ialted, for the inland markets. It is, how*- 
ever, in the grand and moft neccflary ar- 
ticles of vegetable production that this ter- 
ritory is particularly famous. In grain, 
the different forts of which we have al-* 
ready had occafion to mention, it is pro«* 
perly the granary of the Carnatic^ during 
the north-eafl monfoon, in like manner as 
Tanjore is reckoned on, for the other fea* 
fon of the periodical winds from the oppo- 
fite point of the compafs. Fruits, roots, 
and greens are fcarce, and reared with dif- 
ficulty to the fouth of the Goadaveri ; and 
even to the north. of that river, owing, no 
doubt, to the influence of the fea air, are 
ndther fb excellent in kind, nor are they 
to be met with in fuch plenty as in other 
parts of the Decan. It may farther be ob- 
fcrved, that fbme of the articles of fecond 
necejfity^ fydh as fugar and cotton, are alfb 

u u a 
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too fcantily produced in Rajemundry and 
Jehapoor^ for the general confumptiou of 
all the provinces ; while, on the other 
hand, bay fait and tobacco, the latter from 
the vicinity of MaJfuUpatam^ known every 
where for fuperior excellence, have ex- 
ceeded, of late years in quantity the home 
and foreign demand fpr both. But in the 
juft eftimation of a commercial people, all 
the partial difadvantages we have named, 
would be more than counterbalanced by a 
fingle uncultivated produ£iion of the greatefl 
utility, if proper uie was made of the fo- 
refts of Rajemundry ; which, from the 
Commencement of the hills along the banks 
of the Goadaveri to Palouncha on the fron- 
tiers of Commamet^ yield a fqperabundance 
of the beft and hirgeft Teak timbers, fo 
generally thought fuperior in quahty even 
to oak, for the (hip-building and naviga- 
tion of the Indian feas; At prefent the 
Coco and Palmyra^ or in the more northerly 
province the T'oofiiecara^^ form the princi- 
pal materials for conftruding, in the difFe- 
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* This feerns to be ^ fpccies of the tree which pro- 
duces the gum-arabic. 
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rent ports of the C'trcars^ five hundred of 
thofc unwcildv veflels called Doonies *, 
of various burthens^ from 60 to 100 tons 
each. The diamond mines of Guntour and 
CtrndaplUee^ rcfcrved by treaty to the N/- 
%am^ dcferve barelv to be mentioned as a 
rarity, not to be confidered as of any great 
political confcquence. 

In regard to ManufaElures^ the ftaple 
produce of the country worked from cot- 
ton is of two different forts and finenefs : 
plain long cloth^ fb valuable at foreign mar- 
kets, is chiefly wrought in the ifland of 
ffagur and its vicinity, where the manu- 
£i£turers have alwavs found a (ure afvlum 
from the ravages of war; it forms the 
ground work of the beft printed callicoes 
in Europe^ and of thoie inimitably painted 
ones called Palampares^ in the diftri<5s of 
Majfuliprtam. The coarfer plain cloths 
made to the north and (buth of the Goada- 
verif or coloured with the C&^y-root, which 



teflels of one and two mads, managed 
hj oadve lalcais or (eaoiciiy having a convex upper 
dock, with the view of refifting more efieduallyany in- 
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is the madder of the Eaji^ and growing in 
moft perfeftion in the pure fands annually 
overflowed by the Kijlna^ are equally arti- 
cles in vaft demand abroad, or for interior 
confumption. But the muflins of Cicacole^ 
the beautiful woollen carpets of Ellore^ 
and filks of Burrampore in Ichapoor^ 
wrought from the raw materials imported 
from Bengal or China^ are rather obje<9:s of 
curiofity and meriting encouragement, than 
confiderable in quantity or benefit. Of 
this nature aifo is the or/ of painting or 
inlaying ivory and black wood in the cabi-r 
net work made at Fizagapatam. But the 
facility, convenience, and cheapnefs with 
which fhips of war, or of burthen not ex* 
ceeding five hundred tons, have been; and 
might in greater number be, conftrufted 
in the ports of Coringa and Narfapore^ at 
the two principal mouths of the Goad^veri^ 
are confiderations of the utmoft importance 
to a maritime ftate ; nor fhould the exten- 
five branch of Ihip-building at prefent in 
ufe, though with fo much imperfedlion 
and improvidence, in fupplying 50,060 
tons in fmaller craft for the coafting trade, 
be forgotten, in ftating the more ufeful 
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arts, which at once form the proprietary, 
and local interefts of the country. 

Thcfe fcvcral objefts of natural or arti- 
ficial produce, when united, form the 
grand refources of commerce j which in the 
Circars may be clafTed under three different 
heads ; the trade to Europe^ to neighbour- 
ing Indian ports, and the inland provinces 
of the Decan. 

The firft confined entirely to the finer 
cotton manufactures exported by European 
nations which have efiablifhments on this 
coaft, or purchafcd by other foreign ad* 
, venturers, may amount in the whole, at 
prime coft, to tbirty lacks of rupees, of 
which one* half feldom finds its way to 
England^ though a much greater quantity 
would be produftive of a certain benefit of 
upwards of i oo per cent. 

The fecondy or coaft in g trade, carried 
on almoft entirely with Madras^ fince the 
late prohibition againft importing bay fait 
ifilo Bengal f confifts either of grain^ 
amounting annually to half a million of 
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bags, and valued on a medium at twenty- 
five lacks of rupees, including freight and 
other charges which. return, to the country; 
or, for the moft part, in the coarfer cloths 
proper for the Eaftern market, and which 
may be eftimated at ten lacks more. 

The third branch,, or interior commerce, 
III fait ^lViA piece goods of native produ^ion, 
or copper and raw filky the jatter chiefly 
from Bengal^ leaves a balance oi ten lacks^ 
^fter deducing. ^^^ that amount for re- 
turns of cotton and wheat received in 
barter from the LombalUes or inland car- 
ricrs, and confumed within, the Circars, 
And thefe are the various commercial be- 
nefits, computed in the grofs at feventy- 
five lacks of rupees, which, in a flourifli- 
ing period of feventeen years back, and 
moft fo under the late diftraclions in the 
Carnatic^ have annually increafed the hid^ 
den treafure or languid circulation of jthe 
parfimonious Indians*^ excepting an over- 
plus never exceeding fifteen lacks, faved 
from a very difproportionate revenue, to 
Ijcjuidate the yearly gratuity paid to the 
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.}Ji%am by treaty, or is remitted in fpecie 
to this Prefidency of Fort St., George. 

The native inhabitants of all thefe pro* 
vinces, ^exclufive of a few thoufand Maho- 
metans difperfed in the principal towns, 
or among the more regular infantry and 
militia, are wholly HindooSj and may, with 
^eat moderation, be numbered at two millions 
and a half under all denominations. They 
are compoied, or rather they are parts, of 
the two nations of Telinga and Oria^ Woria^ 
or Orifa, formerly divided from each other 
by the Goadaverij but fince their union 
xinder the fame government, a good deal 
mixed among themfelves, as well as with 
fome of the neighbouring tribes. Still, 
however, under a general religious confor- 
mity to the dodrines of the BedeSj as re- 
ceived in the Decan^ they fpeak and write 
different dialedls, apparently of the Shan- 
fcrit language, and have rites, cuftoms, 
and charadleriftical traits, perfedly diftin- 
guiOiable from each other. The four great 
cajis^ or divifions of the people, as founded 
on fpiritual authority, are therefore com- 
mon to both countries, but with lefs devia* 
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tion from th<! original inftitutions in Oria^ 
where Bramnkal abflinence from animal 
food, excepting fifli, contrary to the prac- 
tice of all the other DecaneeSf is prettj 
generally obferved by rfic higher tribes of 
every clafs* Farther as thefe diftin^ions 
had equally a reference to the temporal^ as 
well as religious, ilate^ ib even where 
the ancient rule, prohibitory of interraarw 
riagc, has been once, or oftener infringed*; 
yet the different cafts have been, in a m^m* 
ner, wholly preferved, acid are fbmetimes 
moft tenacioufly adhered Vo in civil occur-* 
fences, anaong the Snnherj mixed, or baf- 
tard deicendants of the primitive ihhabi'^ 
tantSt Thus, the Bramins contin'ue to en'i* 
joy their pre-eminence and confideration 
among the other tribes, though always in 
proportion to the purity of their lives or 
outward fan£lity ; in Irke manner the 
Rnchewarsy Rowwars^ and Ftlmas^^ of 

• Xachewars, Rowwars Telinga corruptions of 
Rajahf ox of its diminutive Rai, joined with the per- 
fonal or local appellative war, to exprefs the peoplei or 
dcfccndants of Chiefs of foreign extract; or of modbrn 
upftart race. The Wmflwari .among the TeUngians^ 
are equivalent to the Nmrs of Matab^r^ or Naigs of 
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which denominations the principal Zemin^ 
dan in the Crcars are actually compoCed^ 
ztk& the warlike chara^r and manners of 
Roftpoottj to entitle themfelves to be ranked 
with the more genuine offspring of the 
Cbeieree^ or iecond clafs. But the Comme* 
war^ CMhies^ or hufbandmen; GoUwar^ 
Abere^ or cowherds ; Saliwar^ Julbai^ or 
weavers, together with the Twelve Bulotn 
tedarsj or artificers, maintained by the 
^taJUti villages, and taxed by Government, 
though all incorporated in the Soodery bft^ 
or fourth great caji^ have yet ibmetimes 
claimed the degree immediately above them ; 
and, from their utility, have as often been 
allowed, by a foreign magiflrate, to rank 
with the dmtl^ Banias^ or retail merchants 
which are properly of the thirds or clafs 
ailimilated with that of Bice*. 

(Umaraj and are the native gentry or military of the 
coumvff claiming defcent firomf or adopted imo the 
fumlM rpruog from the ancient princes of fForan^^L 

• N. B. What farther regards the charader, man- 
ners, cuflocns, and rdigion of thefe Dnamue Hindmi^ 
is the liibje& of a mote ampk description in another 
part oi a political furvey, which treats generally of all 
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l*hc note here inferred, in the MS., 
proves the extent of Mr. Gratify intereft- 
ing refearches into the hiftory and polity 
of India ; the political and hiftorical view 
of the hJorthern CircarSj which I have in- 
ferted to (hew how great and important 
part of Br/tljh India is, included m Mr. 
Rujfetrs queftion, is only an extraSl from 
the IntroduSiion to Mr. Grant's Political 
Survey of the Northern Circars, laid 
on the tables of the Houfe of Commons, 
as before mentioned. By connecting this 
extraft with the chapter on the fraudulent 
Alienations of Revenues in the Northern 
drears *, a correft examination of the 
pi^Htical and financial importance of the 
Circars may be compared with Mr. RuffelPs 
calculation and ftatcment of fait. 

tNc *^/v IrJ\^n nations inhabuing ihc Peiiinfuhy giving 
the ir names to« or denominated from, the grand divi- 
iuMK^ of ccmntn\ vl/«i4W^«7r« Catsara^ MurbM^ Tetinga, 
iir:A^ Oiundi^y^nnAh^ into which the Dtc^m is natiually 

• Viik C(Up« VllK p, 193, and Chap. XII. p. 240. 



[ 669 ] 

Revolutions and Hijlorical Events. 

Bamineah Rule. 

It was not until the year 1 47 1 of the 
Cbrijlum aera, or 876 of the Hejerah^ that 
the Mabommedans of the Decan extended 
their arms to the Northern Circars. At this 
time Oria^ the Rajah cf the couutry of the 
fame uame^ feparated from the reft of 
Or Ufa f on the north, by the Cbilca lake^ 
having died without iflbe, a diipute aroie 
for the fucceilion between Mungal Rai^ the 
adopted fbn, and Humner^ the coufin of 
the deceafed. The latter had recourfe for 
afliftance to Mabommed Shah Lujkkery^ who 
then ruled over the Bamineah Empire in 
Bederj and had long wifhed for fuch an op- 
portunity of extending his conquefts on 
that fide of his dominions ; in confequence 
of which, the claimant was not only put 
in polleflion of the family eftates, but^ 
through the aid of his great ally, acquired 
the new conquefts of Condapillee^ including 
all the intervening diftri£ls to Rajemundry^ 
o\\ condition of becoming tributary for the 
whole to the Mujfulman Empire, i48o* 
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But the ambitious proje(Sts of Mahommed 
Shah were not accompliftied until nine years 
afterwards, by fubjugating more completely 
to his authority the di/iridis of Majfulipaiam^ 
with the important province of Guntour. 
Thcfe formed part of a principality lately 
eftablilhed by Narfingh^ who was probably 
defcended from the conquered fe/inga Ra- 
jahs of ff^orango/y and being driven from 
the family inheritance, took advantage of 
the diftraftions which prevailed in the Car- 
naticj to make himfelf toafter of the fea 
Goaft of Coromandel from the Kiftna^ fouth 
to Kanjiy or Conjeveram^ fixing his chief 
rcfidence at Chundergury. As the entire 
conqueft of this new ftate, afterwards 
called Narfingha^ and fo often confounded 
by European travellers or hiftorians with 
' Bejenagur^ the Capital of the Great Indian 
Empire of Canara^ from which it had been 
difpicmbered, entered largely into the po- 
litical views of the Court of Beder : fo 
the pofleffion of Guntour in particular, as 
lying on the fouth lide of the Kiftna^ and 
in other refpedls, from fituation, juftly 
coniidered the mafter-key of the Carnatic 
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Cowards the norths appeared of the greateft 
niatm: impMtance* 



In die year 1512 the Kociub'SImbf^ a 
IccoDd d^naftf of Decamp Ah^mhum 
Kkgff djimrmbcrcdy as Tmrrefdars^ or Go* 
vcmoffSy bf rig^t of powo-, die eafiem 
Arifioo of die Bammab Empbe, called 
Tdi^a^ bat in after ages more genetally^ 
deocminated from its ca|»tal and princip^d 
fertielsy indifcfimioateljy the ftate of 
HyJnAad^ or of Golcemda ; and in propor* 
tioo to die Itnuted fwaj of 'diis new io» 
icenmgtf^ fe the complete redodion of 
oil the tribotary dependencies^ eipecially 
dioie on the fea coafl^ which are now die 
fiAftA of confidefadon, became a great 
dbycSL of policy with die ruling ad miuiftia ^ 
don. The countries ibath of the GmuU^ 
vai to the river Gtrndtgama were entirdjr 
ijubdned ; reduced nearly into their ftckat 
ioaa of provinces as deibribed, and wrae 
in general modelled^ almoft on the fame 
pcincipks of interior government^ as pre- 
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vailed at the period of the laft revolution ^^ 
w^hen they were annexed to the Britt/b 
dominions in India. But at that time, 
Wiftna-deoj or Gajeputty^ a powerful prince 
of Orijfaj having united under his fceptre 
all the ancient family domains, from the 
confines of Bengal to thofe of Telihga 
on the fouth, no impreffion could he made 
on Rajemundry^ or the more northerly pro- 
vince, formerly tributary to the Mahomme^ 
danSy while poflefled by the defcendants of 
Oria^ until the year 157!, under the reign 
of Ibrahim Kootub Shah. Then, a new 
l^articipation of this Indian principality 
leflened the power of defence, and facili- 
tated the redudion of the Rheddy^ or pro- 
prietary Chief of the race of Gajeputty^ 
to whofe lot the fouthern divifion, along 
the banks of the Goadaverij defcended as 
an inheritance* The treafon of Vacheroy 
MuffaleCy anceflor to the Zemindar of Ped- 
dapore^ and renter or manager for the 
Rbeddywars^ furthered, the ambitious pro- 
jects of the Sultauny while it procured for 
bloifelf the farm of Kimmoor^ &cc. which 
ferved as a foundation to more extenfive ac- 
c^uifitions. But the conquefl: of Rajemun-- 



[ ^n ] 

dry was {till izx from being complete. The 
ifland of Nagur was wholly inacceflible to 
Maffulman troops r nor could the interior of 
the province be fufficiently proteded from 
the ravages of the qcfted proprietors, who 
were driven to their unwholefbme faftnefles 
among the hilb, but by a (landing mi& 
tia and feudatory force, which, befides the 
ordinary eftimated revenue of the Circar^ 
fubfifted on lands exempted from taxation, 
or under exa£Hons irora inferior fubje£ls of 
the ftate, or plunder taken from neighbour- 
ing independant inhabitants, who were pof- 
fefl^ of ^("eater wealth than courage to 
defend it. In like manner Ckacole was 
but imperfefily reduced; and reckoning 
its firft revenue according to the public re- 
cords, it was rated at an afleflment greatly 
ftort of the adual colledions made ftx)m 
the people, and of the neceflary military 
difburfements of a frontier province ♦. 

* About tbe year I592» Ryab Maufing^ tbe Empeipr 
jlUar*s Ddegate in Bengal^ having partially fubdued 
the Northern Provinces of Ortjfa^ included in tbe lifb 
of his cooquefts the foutherly dependencies of KuSing, 
or Gaucle, and Rajenutniry; valuing the foime^ of, 
27 Atials, at 239,000 rupees, and the latter, of 16 

XX 
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^imooreah Rule. 

A. D. 1687. Such, however, was the 
ftate in which all the Northern Circars^ to- 
gether with the other dominions of ^buU 
Hujfeeriy the lafl: of the race of the Hootub 
Shahy^ fell In the year 1687 to the vidlo- 
rious arms of Alem Geer^ the Great Mogul 
Emperor of Hindojian. But during the 
twenty remaining years of his reign, this 
monarch was too bufily employed in con- 
quering the larger provinces of the Decan^ 
and curbing the upftart Mahrattah power, 
to inlpedl, or render, either of the two 
maritime dependencies of Hydrabad^ hence- 
forth termed a Soubahy lying north of the 
Goadaverij as produdive as they ought to 
have been to the treafury ; and in the pc- 

Mhalsy at 125,000 rupees. But, in truth, the Mogul 
arms did not penetrate beyond the Chilca lake ; and the 
afleffment of thofe two diftrifts annexed -to, or making 
part of, the origindl Toorriar yti^^a of Tooril Mull, as 
exhibited in the the Jyeen Jkiary, ferves only to evince 
the imperfeftion of that famous rent-role, with refpeft 
to the Soulah of Bengal. 
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riod which immediately followed his deaths 
fucceffive wars or contenfions for empire^ 
having introduced anarchy and ufurpation 
in fome places, precluded every where the 
poffibility of reform, or, in general, occa- 
fion^ a total fufpenfion of all regular go- 
vernment throughout the whole extent of 
Hindcjian. 



AJipheah Rule. 

A. D. 1724. At length the memorable 
battle of Shucker Kerahy in 1724, gave a 
trahfient repofe to the Decan^ while it 
transferred, in faft, though not in form, 
the fovereignty of this great limb of the 
Mogul Empire, from the houfc of T'imur 
to that of jlfipheahy in the perfon of the 
firfl: and famous iVyz^;w Ul Moolk^ felf-con*- 
ftituted, as well as by Sunnuds from Ma- 
bommed Shah^ the reigning Emperor, Ficd'^ 
roy of all the Six SoubahdarrieSj fouth of 
the Nerbuddaj one of the great ancient 
and modern boundaries of proper Hindoftan. 
The wifdom and vigour of this new ruler 
were iummediately felt in the Circar of Ci- 

X X2 
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c^€ele^ by the appointment of AMout Ul 
J^kn Khan Gopofmwee^ to the poft of Au- 
miliar ^ or Controller of d)at provkice ; but 
we ar^ not to eAimate the public bei^Ati 
derived from an able admitiiftratiod of 
fifteen years fuceeffivcly, by ;the criterioft 
of a rent rotU under the beft: cotfiiUt/Ktt^d 
Mujfulman Government. The prided tbte 
advantage of a great military eftablifhment, 
though often nominal, muft be taken into 
confideration ; and if (h6 policy 2,\\A pajjion 
of princes did not fo powerfully incline 
t^en> to xh^jyjfem of {;rurclKi^g peribnal 
attachmems^ by conferring itidividual fal- 
Vours ;. yet it is fo much the intereft of 
Miniilevs and the other great, courtiers, thtis 
to protaiKi^te the weakh and influence of 
pr€^vincial delegates, perhaps originally re- 
commended by themielvesy that full credit 
iraghtfl solways fo be givei^^ in public manage- 
ment, fof various acquifition of prhate tof- 
tunc, authoriied by unqualified defpotifm, 
written poiitive laws, or a conicientioua 
implication of their reafon at^d true fpirit. 
•Ni)r will fuch bberaliCy appear fo great 
when it is coniidered^ that dea^h legatly 
gave t^thit prince^ emire andruncQflditiou- 
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ally, whatever portion of the riches of his 
fubjefts, the forbearance of his arbitrary 
will left to his delegates for life^ only, 
perhaps, in the hopes of future revcrfion. 
To judge, therefore, impartially of An- 
nvur Ul Di€H Khan's progrefs in reducing to 
proper obedience, or in afcertaining and 
realizing the full revenue of th&fe diftriSs 
fo long placed under his management, 
we muft take into the account, his ample 
private emoluments, of which a ikilful 
application probably paved the way to far- 
ther preferment, uutil finally rewarded by 
the Foujedarry of the Carmtic. That :thc 
remains of his fortune efcaped the grafping 
hand of his immediate fuperior, the Sou* 
bjahdar of Hydrabad^ at the period of his 
deaths muft be attributed to the inability 
of even the great Viceroy himfelf, their 
common ruler, to aflert the more undoubted 
rights of fovereignty in any part of the 
Decan^f under the terror of the then pre* 
vailing power of the Mahrattabs ; and it 
may not be unworthy of remark, that evea 
nineteen years afterwards it required the 
irreiiftable influence of the Britijb Govern- 
ment to obtain for Mabommed jUi^ the 
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the fucceflbr of jinwur Ul Dien, a full diC- 
charge of the arrears, or pretended defal- 
cations in the revenue of Cicacole. But if 
fuch were the advantages refulting from 
the abihty and good fortune of the j^umil" 
dar^ deputed ^ by the great j4fiph J ah to one 
of the maritime Circarsj greater ftill were 
the benefits derived from the vigour and 
integrity of his contemporary, Ruftum 
KhoHy who, from 1732, for feven fucceflive 
years, ruled, with the moft ample delegated 
fway, Rajevtundry^ with the oth^vfour more 
foutherly provinces. There, the Zemin- 
dars j or Indian farmers- general, had availed 
themfelves of the furrounding diftradions, 
on the death of Alem Geer^ to ufurp the 
rights and feeble authority of their corrupt 
Mt/Jfu/man fuperintendants. To corredl 
thefe dangerous abufes, and reftore the 
ancient, legal, or neceflary forms of in- 
terior adminiftration were the arduous tafks 
afligned to this new Ze/aMar, or Provin-' 
cial Governor, next in fubordinate degree 
to, though, on the prefent occafion, vefted 
in, the plenary powers of a Foujedar; and 
the condu<9: of the man fo fully juftifies 
the Nizamh choice, that even to this day 
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k is helJ up, and confidered by the inha* 
bicants in general, as an example worthy 
erf" ifDitation, for neceflary policy, confidcr- 
atc humanity, rigid and univerlal juftice. 
At the fame time that the Zemindars had de- 
frauded the Public Treafu ry, they iqueez* 
ed with the iron hand of opprefliou the in* 
daftrious hufbandmen and manufacturers. 
The firft objed, therefore, of Ruftum 
KbofCs Government was the total extirpa- 
ticm of fuch mercilefs tyrants. Thofe 
who efcaped the fword, were proclaimed 
as traitors ; and a reward being ofiered for 
didr own with adherent heads, a fufficient 
number was foon colleded to ere<St two of 
thofe (hocking pyramidal monuments, 
called Kulla Minar^ near each of the pro- 
vincial capitals ; for one of which kind, 
though on a larger fcale, the cruelty of 
Nadir Shah is held in Europe (o juftly in 
abhorrence. The remains of one of thofe 
iingular proofs of eaftern depravity, the 
caufe or efFeft of the moft violent def- 
pcmfm, are dill be feen in the neighbour- 
hood of Majfulipatatn ; and might be fup« 
pofed to ferve as a leflbn of ufeful inflruc- 
tion to the natives, to coiitrafl and revere 
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the lenity of their a<3:ual Government. 
But the Legiflature will affuredly be dif- 
appointed, who expeds to find m Hmdof- 
tan the operation of free^ enlarged ri^on 
and refkftion ; and the chara£lenftical 
traits of the people, as flcetched by the 
great Tamerlane in his celebrated inftitu- 
tions, weuld not have been fo long and 
wiiverfally admitted by his imperial fuc- 
ceilbrs as making the true unchangeable 
features of their fubjedls, as well as indi- 
cating the infallibly {landard of praftical 
rule in politics, if they had not been drawn 
with exafl: fimilitude by a fuperior difcern- 
ing genius, and the hand of a mafter. 
Accordingly, the fevere adminiftration of 
Ruftum Khariy which he now farther dif- 
tinguiftied by fubflituring Jiumeens^ fupervi- 
fors, or temporary coUedlors, in the room 
of the annihilated refraftory Zemindars^ 
is become as proverbial, for exemplary ex- 
cellence in the Circars ; as that of Jaffier 
Khan^ who devifed the famous loathfome 
torture of the Bykunta^ or Paradife, to ex- 
tort from fimilar delinquents in Btngal^ 
the fettled revenue of the S&ubah col- 
jeded from the Reyuts. Still, however, 
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the Jumma Kaumilj or original afleflment 
continued at an under rate on the Chalfab 
records ; and the benefits derived by the 
flate from fuperior management, were al- 
ways temporary, depending on the perfo- 
nal ability of the individual employed^ and 
for the moft part flowing in through the 
private channels of corruption. MuJfulmoH 
depravity, indolence, and ignorance, foon 
made it neceilary to recur to the ancient 
fyftem of fiiiance, through the agency of 
Hindoo formers-general ; who to remedy 
the evils of a fluifluating government, were 
made to have a permanent intereft in the foil 
and general profperity of the country, by 
cemin loca/ privileges y which were fb inva- 
riably continued in the fame family by fuc- 
ceffive AumildarSy that they were often mis- 
taken by the pofleflbrs for hereditary rights, 
liable always to be enlarged in anarchy, or 
under the authority of natural lavv, when 
civil reilraints lofl all controling influence; 
and thus the creation of new Zemindars 
was in a few years productive of frefti dif- 
orders under fimilar circumflances through- 
out the whole extent of the NortbernCircars. 
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French Rule. 

When thcfe provinces were annexed to 
the French dominions in India^ in 1753* 
under the Nizamut of Salahut Jung^ who 
owed his elevation and fupport chiefly to 
the great addrefs and military condufl of 
the famous Bujfy^ that able politician and 
commander, appointed to rule the ceded 
territories, found himfelf under the neceflity, 
but always with true meafured civilized hu- 
manity, of going over the fame ground 
with the beft of his Mujfulman predeceflbrs, 
in re-eftabH(hing order and the indifpenfa- 
ble indubitable rights of Eaftern fove- 
reign ty. Zemindars were, as ufual, dif- 
miflied from their emplovments, but gene- 
rally permitted to enjoy, under French Sun- 
nuds^ their Rujfooms and Saverums, or con-^ 
diuonal hereditary privileges^ amounting to 
from eight to twelve per cent, on the net 
revenue colleded ; and, excepting in the 
Circar of Cicacole^ there cire more infl:ances 
of new creations, thnn total extirpation of 
tiiOlc nccefl:iry officers of Government. 
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Here indeed the reform was not complete* 
A number of petty Indian fuperlntendants 
divided the whole province bctuixt them; 
and family feuds, internal uiurpations, to- 
gether with muUIplled abufes, for ever dif- 
turbed the public tranquillity, while they 
leflened the receipts greatly below the dues 
of the exchequer. The union or annexa- 
tion of theic fcvcral poflirnons und*. r one 
head, appeared the moll eligible fyftem of 
adminiAration ; and Fizeram Raufe^ the 
predeccflbr, not anceftor, of the prefent 
Zemindar of t!)e faine name, who then 
only held xkicfour Pergunnabsj or Icfler dif- 
trifts, about Fizianagrum^ rendered himfelf 
the mod uieful and acceptable man to acl 
in the capacity of chief* 

It is not our province to trace the pro- 
^rtxTut execution of the plan projeclcd ; 
and we could wifh to forget I'ucli bloody 
fcencs as occurred in the acqui(icio:i of 
BobiUe : fuffice it to obferve, that fuccef$ 
crowned the enterprize, and railed the fa- 
voured Fizeram to that unrivalled power 
and consideration, which the adopted repre- 
Tentative of his family is dill permitted to 
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enjoy, among a niultitude of the official 
landholders difperfcd throughout the Cir^ 
cars^ fome of higher prctenfions from birth, 
but all of inferior territorial confequence. 
At length, in 17571 aconaplete furveyand 
Hu/iabood^ or detailed accounts of the grofs 
colledions of the whole country, infinitely 
more accurate and ufeful than the famous 
Doomfday book of England^ were formed ; 
Mr. Bujfey acquired knowledge of refour- 
ces entirely beyond his Mujfulman predecet 
fors, and greatly exceeding perhaps, the 
general belief of more modern financiers. 
But moderation was neceflary under a re- 
cent foreign adminiftration. The regular 
troops to be fupported by the revenue were 
to be employed on diftant fervice ; and the 
great Direftor-general himfelf, whofe pre- 
fence might frequently be requifite to en- 
force his decrees, was almoft conftantly 
obliged to refide at the Ni%am\ Court, to 
keep in order and fet in motion that wonder- 
ful political machinery, which was at once 
the bafis of his own grandeur, and made 
his nation the arbiters of the Decan. The 
yummabundy or annual fettlement, there- 
fore, was oiAy doubled in Cicacole and Raje- 
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mmidry ; and brougbc fbmewhat nearer the 
Kbam-Wofooly or grofs receipts, in the 
other provinces. Befides which, as a tern- 
poraiy expedient, the Zemndars \^ere bound 
to maintain the public peace ; defray ali 
charges of collefkion ; and keep on foot a 
Sebumfy corps or militia of twehe ihaufand 
kifantry, which over and above the ordinary 
iervice of prefer ving or enforcing the equal 
dlvifioQ oi the ibree yearly crops between 
government and its tenants, were liable to 
be called on, for a very fmall daily allow* 
ance, to repel any invading fbe* All this^ 
however, we believe to have been only the 
firfl ftep towards eftablifhing a more ader 
quate Jumma Kaumilj or ftandard revenue, 
which a profpe^t of future {lability was to 
ovake progrefSve, until it attained an equi- 
table medium of rent or taxation, that 
leaves abundance to the huibandmen, with 
a fufficient fpur to induflry ; that fupplies 
die exigencies of the flate in the neceflary 
Hieai^ for a general fyftem of defence, or 
• diffU^fos with^ returning increafe, through 
the channels of commerce or other public 
diiburiements, the enlivening benefits of 
provincial ckculadon ; and after all, afl^ds 
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to indifpenfable intermediate agents neithcft 
princely fortunes to feed idlenefs, or pani- 
per ufelefs luxury, noi* hoards of wealth 
to be fecrcted in the earth for the purpofes 
of fuperftition or chicanery, and thustofet 
at nought the deadly labour of man for its 
acquifition ; nor enormous defalcations from 
ihe indifputable rights of royalty, to pur- 
chafe remiffions, privileges, and influence, 
by corruption ; nor to maintain a very formi- 
dable military retinue, whofe only virtue is 
perfbnal attachment to the mafter who pays 
them, chiefly on alienated huds on the foot- 
ing of thofe territorial benefices, which, 
with equal impropriety or ignorance, are 
fometimes fuiFercd to be given away to gain 
the partial favour of Bramins ; until, at 
length the King*s conquered domains are ren- 
dered of no account, or wholly parcelled 
out to fupport meditated rebellion, muft be 
again reunited under refradtory fubjedts, in 
the form of hereditary independant poflef- 
fions : — No, not any fiich dangerous fuper- 
fluities or embezzlements would probably- 
have been allowed to Zemindars ^ thofe ne- 
ceflary fervile links in Eaftern defpotifm to 
conned): the diftant extremes of Prince and 
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R^ut. Nothing beyond a fplendid family 
fubfiftence, with juft fuch an overplus of 
mcome as might ferve to fupport official 
dignity^ confequential appearance, perfbna^ 
pre-eminence, and gentility. This, we 
believe^ would have been the equitable 
political refult of Mr. Bujfeys fcheme of 
finance, if he had been allowed to com* 
plcte it ; though the ignorant calumniators 
of that great man, without attending to 
the other inexhauflible fources of private 
wealth which he poflelJed, in commanding 
the entire miniflerial influence of the AV- 
zamuty do not give his difintereflednefs all 
the credit due to the arrangements, for the 
time^ concluded as the annual revenues of 
the Circars. 



dinarchy. 

In April 1759, by the conqueft of the 
fbrtrefs of Majfulipatantj that great com- 
manding bulwark, the virtual fovereignty 
of all the maritime provinces, on either 
iide from the river Gondegama to the Cifiica 
lake, was abfblutely and aeceflarily trans* 



ferrcd from the French to the Britijh Go- 
Tcrnment. The gallant officer, however, 
under whofe comniand this new and amaz- 
ing revolution had been efftfted, could not 
conceive the poflibility of maintaining, un- 
der the rule of a mercantile eftablifliment, 
territorial acquifitions of fiich vaft extent. 
He contented himfelf, and ftill more fully 
his employers, in obtaining a formal grant 
for thofe diftrifts only, which have fince 
comftituted the immediate dependencies of 
the conquered capital, from Salabut Jung^ 
thefttppoftd rightful ruler of the Decarij fet 
up by Bttffy ; and left the viceroy in nomi- 
nal poffeffion of the remainder, loft in won- 
der at the generofity and moderation of the 
Englijh^ though utterly incapable, from 
court diftraftions, or the local circum- 
ftances of the country itfelf, thus difmem- 
bered from its head, to realife the derelic- 
ted boon. In confequence of which, for 
feven fucceeding years, the completeft an- 
archy, recorded in the Hiftory of Hindojlan^ 
prevailed over all the jive greater Northern 
Crrcars. The forms, nay, even the re- 
membrance, of civil government fcemed 
to be wholly loft. Lords became vaflals ; 
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renters were called proprietors ; and AumtU 
dars changed condition with their inferior 
officers by accepting Zemlndary RuJfoomSy 
or yearly acknowledgments to leifen the 
recorded value and {landing revenue of th^ 
lands. In 1761, an unconftitutional re- 
form was attempted under the fan£lion of 
illegitimate authority. Nizam AUy^ the 
brother of Salabut Jungj the adtual viceroy, 
having fometime before ufurped the gene- 
ral adminiftration of affairs in the Decatty 
was fo unfortunate in his tranfadions with 
the Mabrattahs as to be obliged to cede for 
ever to the Pejhwa^ territories of the 
yearly value of one crore of rupees. The 
afpiring Minifter regarding the confequent 
enfeebled ftate of the Nizamutj rather as 
the efFedt of his brother's weaknefs and 
unworthinefs to rule, than of his own mif- 
condu6J:, began to entertain thoughts of 
the Mufnud; and to anticipate the princely 
honours to which he had already been de- 
clared apparent heir. In this defign he the 
more readily yielded his inferior charge, to 
a new court feftion which rofe on the de- 
cline of his own popularity, on being per- 
mitted to levy contributions from the eaftern 
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refraftory provinces, which were to con-*' 
ftitute a fund of corruption to affift him in 
his elevation. At that time Hujfen Alt 
Khan aded in the capacity of Aumildar in 
the Circars. This man had in vain infti- 
gated the Englijfj Government to aflert its 
rights ; at the fame time he found his 
authority curtailed in the cxercife of his 
office, by the protedion given to Zemn-- 
dars. Among numberlefs inftances of this 
kind, one Codant Ram^ of Derracotah^ a 
fmall, but compadt, fruitful, and highly- 
cultivated Pergunnah^ lyitig 15 miles fouth 
of MaJfuUpatam^ on the banks of the Kiftna^ 
had been invariably affefled in the books of 
the Circar of Condapilly for a revenue of 
rupees two lacks, nineteen thoufand, four 
hundred and fifty-feven and fix annas^ 
(2,1 9,457,6). The grofs Mofujfd receipts 
exceeded this amount, in the fum of fixty 
thoufand rupees, which defrayed the ex- 
pence of internal management, fuch as 
Sebundy^ with tjie Rujfooms and Saverums 
of the Zemindar^ and other Icffer officers 
of Government. Codant Ram, a fenfible, 
intelligent man, and at this day, without 
exception, the mofl: Ikilful farmer in any 
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of the provinces, according . to popular 
eftimation, availed himfelf of the prevail- 
ing diftra£tions, on reinftatement in the 
Zemindary management, from which he 
had been fufpended by the French^ to ob- 
tain an annual diminution of his ufual rent 
on the plea of predatory and other lofles 
fuflained by the inhabitants of the diftridl 
in the period of his fufpenfion. He was 
feconded by the then Chief of MaJfuUpa- 
taniy who, undoubtedly conceiving him 
a^rieved, mterceded fo powerfully in his 
behalf, that, for the fmall additional con- 
fideradon of nine thoufand Pagodas paid 
to the Aumildary the Zemindary^ in the 
firft inftance, was only rated at forty-eight 
thoufand rupees on the general rent roll, 
though afterwards increafed to 18,000 pa- 
godas or feventy-two thoufand rupees, 
but with a continuation of the fame an- 
nual douceur on fettling the yumjnabundy. 
In this fituation of affairs, curtailed in 
power and emolument, Hujfen AH folicited 
flrongly the known ambitious Nizam Ali^ 
who had already fet out in quefl of his 
pecuniary objed, to vifit and reform his 

own diftraded jurifdi^lion. The invitation 
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was gladly accepted, nor was the e3|;pedi- 
tion fruitlefs. Titles and Sunnuds were 
lavifhly beftowed on the Zemindars for pay- 
ing up arrears of revenue, or attaching 
them to the perfonal fortunes of the difcar- 
ded Minijiery who was meditating rebellion 
againft his brother, the immediate fove- 
reign. Thefe favours, illegal, unfubftan- 
tial in themfelvcs, did not even in farm 
transfer any of the rights of Mogul royalty ; 
and were only a temporary confirmation 
of ancient grants to new ufurping land- 
holders ; every ^ahfetldar^ or petty Mvfftd-^ 
man^ and French coUeftor, held and exer- 
cifed the fame prerogative on their firft ac* 
ceffion, or yearly fettlement of accounts ; 
and the fees admitted of, on fuch occalions, 
were no inconfiderable benefit to all the 
officers of government. Neverthelefe, the 
privileges conferred, in this period of con- 
fufion, as coming from fuperior authority, 
and flattering to the vanity of upftart pre- 
tenders, became foon afterwards in fuch 
repute, th?iX. forgeries of them were com- 
mon : twenty rupees could purchafe an im- 
preffion of the counterfeit feal ; and eight 
annas more might have alienated half the 
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regalities of Hindoftanj as far as they were 
at the difpofal of an adroit Perjian Mutfeddy^ 
or writer. But now a revolution was pre- 
paring from abroad to reftify thefe glarinj^ 
abfurdities, and fubflitute conftitutional 
rule in the room of the moft licentious dif- 
orders^ oppreffion, and tyrannical anarchy, 
which had adually reduced the Nizam^B 
receipts from all the provinces north of the 
Kiftnaj on a medium of five fucceffive 
years, to fomething lefs than three lacks of 
rupees Annually. 



Britijh Rule. 

This was no other than the grand po- 
litical change glorioufly begun ten years 
before, and finally executed in 1766 by 
the hnmediate atchievement, or under the 
aufpices of the immortal C//w, which in- 
(ireafed the Britijh Empire, not fo particu- 
larly in the Eaft^ perhaps, as univerfally, 
to its greateft fplendour and magnitude ; 
though at the fame time, with refpedl to 
the Circars^ it could only be confidered as 
adding territorial polTeflion, under written 
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forms, to previous conquered right. Sun-^ 
fiuds the moft ample and legal were pro- 
cured from the aftual, rightful, acknow- 
ledged Emperor of Hindojlan^ transferring 
in perpetuity to the great India Company 
the entire, free, and unconditional fove- 
reignty of that portion of his hereditary 
dominions, the prefent objeft of confidera- 
tion, and then nominally under the weak 
faftious adminiftration of his delegate, or 
rather the felf-conftituted viceroy of the 
Decan. An army of about 3000 feapoys 
at once enforced the grant, and terrified 
the Nizam into a folemn confirmation of 
it by treaty; but with a voluntary acknow- 
ledgement, on the part of the Englijhy 
which, though of longer duration than 
originally expe^^ed, muft be allowed fuf- 
ficiently to fupport the national claim to 
generofity and moderation. An infidious 
combination and war, commenced a twelve- 
month afterwards in return for fuch fub- 
ftantial favour, foon glorioufly terminated 
however by the battle of Trinomalee^ 1768, 
ferved only to ftrengthen and give perma- 
nency to the tenure of thefe important 
recent acquifitions, with rather a diminu- 
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tioa of the pecuniary gratuity^ erroneoufly 
called a Pejbcujbj or tribute, paid yearly 
on certain conditions to the Soubah^ in coti* 
fcqnence of the former negociation. Nor 
will it (cem a matter of (b much furprife, 
that an incumbrance io large, dangerous, 
and, as it afterwards appeared, fo ill be- 
ftowed, ihould have at ail entered into the 
original agreement, or that an entire rc- 
aiifiion of it ihould npt have formed an ar- 
ticle of the fecondy when it is confidered^ 
that in both cafes, conceflions the moft mor« 
tifying and infinitely of greater eAimationt 
were exa<3ed and obtained for the Nabob of 
the Carnatic^ the mortal enemy and de- 
clared rival of his fuperior, the Nizam ; 
and a variety of other circumflances and 
political combinations oppofed a more ad- 
vantageous fettlement ; fuch as that the 
fphere of Britijb Government in the Eaft 
was but recently enlarged by the acquifi- 
tion of extenfive territory ; that men's 
minds, formed only to the contra&ed fcale 
of mercantile policy, were coniequently 
unprepared inftantaneoufly to embrace ob- 
je^s fo various, complicated, and of fo 
vaft a fcope ; or that if a few individuals 
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of fupenor genius could be found who com- 
prehended the theory, yet ftill experience 
was wanting for the pradice. That, odi 
the other hand, the higheft and jtnoft for- 
midable ideas were then entertained of the 
power, pretentions, and rights of the 
Viceroy of the Decan ; that in proportion as 
the glare of thefe was to vanifti from popu- 
lar fight, fo the gratuitous tribute it com« 
manded, was to be of (hort duration, fub-^ 
je£t to many future contingencies, and at 
all events, agreeably to the law of nations 
as univerfally underftood in the JB^, as 
well as to the fpirit, and not contrary to 
the letter of fubfifting treaties, was abfo- 
lutely and finally to ceafe on the death, or 
removal of the adlual incumbent. Neither 
is to be wondered, even at this day, after 
a lapfe of full feventeen years of the moft 
profound tranquillity,, abundant produce, 
and commercial benefits, enjoyed, perhaps 
for the firft time, for ages part in all the 
Circarsj if the Eajl- India Company have 
not as yet entirely entered into their leaft 
equivocal and more undoubted proprietory 
rights. Their fervants in- this country are 
placed under the moft embarraffing, unrea- 
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fonable circumftanccs. The purfuit of 
fortune can be the only private objeft, to 
fufier probable death and certain lofs of 
health, in a foreign climate deftitute of all 
natural or focial pleafures, according to the 
bent of a tolerably well-fini(hed European 
education. Not only the moft rigid re- 
Arzints formai/y are oppofed to the gratifica- 
tion of this ruling defire originating from 
faditious necefiity, but likewife all vifible 
means of fubfiftence are a£lually denied* 
At the fame time the temptations in minif- 
terial offices are ftrong, but not (o much 
ta the pride of holding them, as in their 
attendant emoluments. The virtue of the 
preient age is weak ; while refinements of the 
underftanding are capable of finding out and 
reconciling evafions of ihe clvilf only to obey 
the more powerful law of natural reafon. 
Prejudices are confequently entertained at 
home againd Indian adminiilration in gene- 
ral. Thefe create difguft abroad. No incite- 
ments arc held out for induftry, improve- 
ment, or difintereftcd conduft. The evil 
becomes extreme : it is found to be deeply 
rooted in the original conftitution of govern- 
ment ; and if at all to be redified, it can 
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only be through the lenient, wife, and 
powerful interpofition of the Bririfh legifla- 
ture. The tafk is begun, with Ibme hopes 
of completion ; yet if it fhould appear in 
courfe of a vigorous profecution, that mil- 
lions have been loft to the public in lieu of 
thoufands pocketted by individuals, it by 
no means follows that mere penal laws ri-- 
gidly enforced by the moft virtuous admi- 
niftration in the univerfe, will prove effec- 
tual, when due attention is not paid to the 
local circumftances, and craving private in- 
terefts of agents neceflarily employed, at 
the diftance of near half the globe from the 
high controling power, in large difcretion- 
ary confidential truftsi. Or rather, perhaps, 
according to a former obfervation, it may 
happen, that *^ (hould reftri£l:ive laws be 
written in blood, and Minos himfelf the 
judge, unaccompanied by reafon, they 
would be as the dead letter of tyranny, op- 
pofed by bold neceffiiy, or eluded by the 
timid craft and villainy of flavery/' But 
to return from this digreffion to the fubjeft 
of our hiftorical detail, it is neceffary to re- 
mark, that even after the formal ceffion of 
the CircarSj fo liberally paid for by the Com- 



[ 699 3 

pany, their arms had ftill to fubdue, at a 
great expence, the Zemindars of Cicacole 
and Rajemundryj inftigated to be refraftory 
through the former weaknefs, and prefent 
machinations of their ejefted Mujfulman 
rulers ; while the farming land-holders of 
Ellore and Condapllke more readily fubmit- 
ted, under a written promife from the mili- 
tary commander, of the continuation of 
their privileges on certain condirions, which 
of courfe were never voluntarily to be ful- 
filled by a people, who the fir ft time in the 
tradition of ages, had heard of flipulation, 
propofed by conquerors. The fate of Gun^ 
tour was fingular : nor doth the pofTeflion 
of it, yet complete the conquered granted 
right of fovereignty. A fevtn-years leafc 
of this province, granted to Bafalut Jung^ 
by his hrothtr Salabut Jung ^ the viceroy^ to 
enable the former to entertain the party of 
'Frenchmen to be expelled from the limits of 
the Decan^ ignorantly defcribed by the 
River Kiftna on the Souths and thus virtually 
fet afide the agreement entered into by the 
latter (in 1759) with the Englijh Govern- 
ment, was juft expired at the period of con- 
cluding the treaty of Hydrabad in 1766: 
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and though the Nizam jili^ the fucceflbr of 
Salabut Jung^ at this time would have con- 
iidered the extermination of his brother the 
Lejfeej a more defirable circumftance than 
the renewal of his holding, and foon after- 
wards actually propofed the alternative ; 
yet as the latter proceeding curtailed the ad- 
Vantages of a more formidable natural enemy, 
and left great room for future contingencies, 
ib the farm of Guntour was continued to 
Bafalut Jungj but under tlie erroneous de- 
icription of a Jageer^ on conditions ac- 
knowledged to have been broken on his part 
in 1 768, and always depending on the good 
will and pleafure of his immediate proprie- 
tory fuperiors, who at the lame time enjoy- 
ed the moft rightful, extenfive, and pow- 
erful fovereignty aftually exifting in Hin- 
Sofian. But ftrange to relate ! in 1 779, wc 
find the local reprefentativesof this mighty 
government change conditions with a petty 
vaffal, and put ihemftlves on a footing with 
the little proprietor of the Circar of Adoni^ 
to obtain the rental of Guntour^ that they 
might have the honor of fub-letting it to 
their greater feudatory AT^^/W^^ or deputy, 
thelatclv conftituted Soubahdar of the Car- 



[ 70I ] 

natic^ as ia propriety he muft becalled, 
fince there are no treaties, or circumftances 
of equality, to authorize his being diftin- 
guifhed as a federate ally, or otberwife. 
Such a reverfal of the natural order of 
things could not be of long duration. Ig- 
norant, ambitiotis neighbouring rulers^ 
conftrued a total dereliction of dignity, right 
and power, into a confcious incapacity of 
governing, unlefs through the vain medium 
of their own flattered ability and fupremacy ; 
and as an earned: of greater acquidtions, 
the Nizam J in November 1780, feized the 
province in qucftion ; which was now or- 
dered to be evacuated by the Englijh troops, 
and has, from a feries of (to him) fortu- 
nate circumftances, continued in his pof- 
leffion even beyond the period of its final, 
abfolute reverfion to the company on the 
5th of Odlober 1782, when death put an 
end to all and fingUlar pretenfions of Bafa- 
lut Jung. 

The refulting benefits of occupancy 
therefore (hould not be eftimated by an an- 
nual revenue of twelve lacks of rupees 
which might have been received, with only 
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a deduftion of two for the firft year paid to 
the fufpended Jageerdar ; nor by the local 
importance of, and military or political con- 
fequence derived from, the territory itfelf ; 
but ought to be computed rather according 
to the Britifh lofs, in fuffering, though it 
muft be acknowledged, hitherto from fad 
neceflity, or expediency, through tempo- 
rary embarraffments, fuch large advantages 
to be quietly enjoyed by a natural, infidious, 
contemptible enemy. 



" After the death of Bafalut Jungj Lord 
Cornwallis liquidated all accounts with the 
Nizanty and obtained pofleflion of the Gun- 
tour. The Company paid him a large ba- 
lance for arrears, and entered into engage- 
ments for the regular payment of the whole 
annual tribute of feven lacks V and Mr. RuJ^ell 
informs us* " that the /^w officers oi the 
Company have given it as their opinion that 
xk\.tfovereignty remains in the country powers^ 
and that no courts of judicature can be injii- 

• Short Hiftory, 2d. edit, page 72, opinions of the 
Company's Advocate General and Solicitor General, 
Fort St. George J July, 1783. 
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tuted but by the authority of the Mogul or his 
Soubah /" from the authority I have above 
flated, I deny abfolutely the fadt which 
Mr. Rujfell contends, *' that the Circars 
were never conquered by the Company, and 
that it will not be liable to account for the 
revenues of them to the public, after the 
expiration of the prefent a6l." * The fove* 
reignty of the Circars^ according to legal 
conftrudlion of Indian gratits, being more 
clearly in favour of Great Britain than it is 
in Bengal^ the fooner fuch erroneous and 
ruinous opinions are denied, and impolitic 
conceffions are diftinguiihed from juftice 
and policy, the fooner we (hall be able to 
render the fubjeds of 'Britijh India profpe- 
rous, andto eftablifti the interefts and ho- 
nor of the Br iti/h Government. 

• Short Hiftory, page 72. 
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CHAP. XVII. 



On the competition of the French ^/i^Englilh 
for territory in India. 

JL HE curforv review of the French and 
Knglifh affairs in India^ involves in it fo 
much of the political hiftory of Indiaj that 
a feparate treatife inftead of a chapter, 
would be ufefuUy devoted to the fubje£t. 
I fhall only ftate fo much as may recall to 
our memory the real origin and pretenfions 
of the prefent native and European fove- 
reigns^ to their refpedive dominions in 
India. 

The progrefs of the Englijh from the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth was flow, until 
Bombay and St. Helena became a part of the 
Britijh empire, by the -marriage of King 
Charles II. with the Infanta of Portugal^ 
and weregranted to the Eaft- India Company. 
The creation of the new company in 1697, 
which foon was incorporated with the old 
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Company into the exifting Company of uni- 
ted merchants trading to the Eaft Indies^ 
is in faft the date of the extended commerce 
of Great Britain in India., 

The exclufive privileges granted by Henry 
thelVth oi France 9 in 1604, to merchants, 
zndioi Louis XIV. in 1664^ to a French 
company trading to the Eaft Indies^ were 
followed by their fettlement at Surat in 
1667, and at Pondicherry in 1676, on a 
grant from Sagoge the Mahrattah conque- 
ror of the Carnaticy who made himfelf King 
of T^anjore. 

It was after the peace of Ryfwick that 
both nations, in imitation of the Dutcbj 
connefted commercial adventurers under the 
control of poltical adminiftration ;. the 
union of Englijb Eaft-India adventurers into 
one company, and its connexion with the 
ftate fubfcquent to that period, has been 
fufficiently explained. The French^ in the 
year 1719? formed four companies, viz. 
the Company trading to the Eaft Indies^ 
to China, to jimericaj and to Africa, into 

z z 
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one company, called the perpetual company 
of the Indies. The rivalfliipof France was 
limited to commerce, till after Nadir Shab 
had invaded Hindoftan. The French com- 
pany was empowered to raife troops and 
credl fortifications for the defence, and pre- 
fervation of its fettlements ; * and thq 
crown of France publicly engaged to af- 
lift with its navies and armies, in cafe the 
company was troubled in its pofleffions 
by the enemies of the ftate +. 

The Englijh obtained greater privilege in 
Bengal than the French^ from the Mogulj 
in 1715, who, however, forbade the erec- 
tion of fortifications ; and the French had 
obtained permiffion to fettle in the Carnaticj 
from Sagogej the Mahrattahy on the exprefs 
condition that they would not take any part 
in his wars ; \ and it appears that both na- 
tions *' faw no violence to be apprehended 
from a people who had a juft idea of com- 
merce, and a Government at that time 

* 26 Art. Edia of 1664. 

t Memoire de la Compagnie des Indes^ 1763, p. 10. 

X Ibid. andRevolut. dcsInJes, t. i, p. 67. 
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well adminiftcred ; they built with very lit- 
tle view of defence, and carried on their 
trade free from oppreflion." * The corref- 
pondencc of the Englijh Gfovernor, in 1 730, 
was probably in the fame terms as leSieur 
Le Noir, the French Governor, " I will 
fend you as much merchandize, as you will 
fend me money to pay for ;'* + and King 
Alfred* s miffioner to the Chriftians of St. 
^Thomas probably did not find the Syrian 
merchants more intent on their commerce, 
tihan the company's fervants were on the 
fame fpot in 1 740. The able and gallant 
2Aahide la Bourdonnolsy fent with the French 
King's and company's commiflion, as Go- 
vernor of Bourbonj in 1 746, began to trade 
with an armed force, and took Madras^ 
which he reftored for aconfiderable ranfom. 
It is even faid | in 1 748, when Admiral 
Bofcawen brought a force to retaliate by an 
attack of Pondtcherry^ the troops were 
ftopt near the French limits, by the fort 

♦ Lord CZrWs Letter to the Proprietors, 1764. 
t Memoirede la Compagnie, page 11. 
X Orme^ Vol. L page 101. 
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Arlancopany^ of which no. one could give 
any defcription to the General. 

Two circumftances, however, had ma- 
terially altered the company's relation to 
Indiay exclulive of the armed force from 
Europe^ conveyed fb far, to dilpute the 
fuperiority between tlie French and Englijb^ 
rivals in every part of the globe*. " The 
Soubahs of diftant provinces difcovered 
the weaknefs, to which, the power of the 
Emperor was reduced, by the invafionof 2V^- 
dir Shah : they were no longer reftrained by 
fear ; each affumed and cxercifed lb vereign 
authority over his province^ and looked on 
his government as an heritage to his fa- 
mily/* The Nizam Ul Moolkj great chan- 
cellor and generaliffimo of the empire, had 
under his jurifdidlion {the Decan) near one 
fourth of the empire, in which without 
rebellion, he made himfelf nearly indepen- 
dant of the Mogul i he openly cenfured the 
lethargic conduit, and profligate manners 
of the court of Mahomed Shah^ and had 
advifed T'homas Kouli Khan to invade Hln- 

* Lord Clivc\ Letter to the proprietors. 
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doftaHj * and retired from court* He left 
hiseldcft ion, GinU UlDien^ in high favour 
with the Mogul \ and in 1748,+ he was 
one of the confpirators who occa{\pned the 
Emperor's death. The Nizam^s fecond 
ion, Nazir Jung^ during his father's refi- 
dence at Delhi^ had governed in his name 
in the Decan; he revolted, and it required 
all the force of the Nizam to reduce him. 
Muzafa Jung fon of the Nizam s only 
daughter, was entrufted with the govern- 
ment of Adoni^ and was his favourite. 
When lYicPerfian had overrun Hindoftan^ and 
reftored to the Mogul the countries to the 
caft of the Indus and Attock^ the Nizam 
was relieved from the fear of this progrefs ; 
but he was not fufficiently confident in the 
MoguFs good will, to venture to march 
againfl ufurpers in the diflant parts of the 
Nfzamutj to check the defection from 
his own government ; he invited the Mab- 
rattabs to plunder the country, when he 
could not proteft the tributary Rajahs from 
Mabomedan ufurpation. 

• Ormty Vol. I. 
t Buffcj\ Letters. 
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« 

The Mogul J unable to defend the part of 
his empire around Delhi from Abdalla^ or 
the provinces of Bengal from his Soubahsy 
was alfo^ under the neceffity of calling 
on foreign aid. The Europeans j in every 
inftance in which they did not counteradt 
each other, eftabliflied a decifive fupe- 
riority. 

The other circumftance, which altered 
the relation of the Europeans^ to natives, 
arofe from the ability of Mr. Dupleix^ ap~ 
pointed in 1720, firft counfellor of the fu- 
perior council of Pondkherry^ commiffary 
of war, and djredlor of the Comptoir of 
Chandernagor^ in 1731. During ten years 
at Pondicherry^ he had been the adive aflift- 
ant of the Governor Le Noir, he introduced 
the private trade between the ports in In^ 
diuj and had amafled a conliderable fortune. 
When he arrived in Bengal^ a new fcene 
opened to him ; and during the eleven years 
he flayed there, that fettlement was aug- 
mented by 2000 brick houfes, * and the 
number of Ihips employed gave jealoufy 

* Memoire de Dupleix, page 15. 
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to other faftories, and increafed his private 
fortune to fome millions of rupees ; the op- 
preflion by which the native ufurpers f up- 
ported their indcpendance, was now become 
neceffary, *' in their turn the Europeans 
were opprefled ; Mr. Dupleix was the firft 
who took the alarm, and the firft who dif- 
covered the fuperiority of European difci- 
pline ; from hence he was led to the idea 
of acquiring a territorial fovereignty." * 
The fcene of his aftion was in the Decan ; 
hfe was appointed, in 1742, Governor Gene- 
ral of Indiaj and Governor of Pondicherry. 
During the government of his predeceflbr, 
Mr. Dumas, the ^ Nabob of the Carnatic 
availed himfelf of the critical fituation of the 
Emperor, and of his immediate fuperior, 
the Nizam, at the period Thamas Kouli Khan 
attacked Hindojlan, to throw off dependance 
on either. Doajl AH Khan ^ to confirm his 
dependanceasiV^^(?3of iheCarnatiCj permit- 
ted 5«^^^r^// hisprefumptive heir, and Chun^ 
dah Saheb his fon-in-law, to invade Trichino- 
poly J czpitHof Madura, one of the kingdoms 
the Mogul had left tributary under its own 

* Lord Clive's Letter to the proprietors. 
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government*, and which had maintained 
itfelf againft the Mahrattah conqueror. The 
king of Tanjore at that time applied to the 
French for fuccour, and for the fum of 
3000 Pagodas. Carikal and its territory 
were ceded to the French \ the death and de- 
feat of Sagogi, and the delays of the new 
king of Tanjore retarded that acquifition till 
the year 1739. About the fame period 
the French acquired the privilege of coin- 
ing; they had obtained it in 1736, by the 
Sunnud of Mahommed Shah ; + they had it 
alfo from the Nizam^ but they thought it 
neceffary to have the Sunnud alfb of the 
Nabob of the Carnalic. | Mr. Dumas ob- 
tained this permiffion from the Nabob of 
the Carnatic, through his treafurer, who 
was the Nabob of Arcot. § 

The French government gained advanta- 
ges and credit by looking on at the revo- 
lution in the Carnatic. The widow of the 

* Memoire de la Compagnie, page 24. 
f t EflaisHiftoriquefurrinde. 
\ Revoliit. des Indes^ T. i, p. 74. 
§ Memoire de la Compagnie, p. 12. 
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Rajah^ who governed Madura^ and lefided 
at Trichinopoly ^ refifted the attack of the 
Carnatic army for fix months. Chundah 
Saheb at length offered a fufpenfion of hos- 
tilities, and was admitted into Trichinopoly 
on his fwearing by the Koran not to renew 
them. The queen however was the firft vic- 
tim; her treafures were feized ; the ufurper 
proclaimed himfelf Nabob of Trichinopoly. 

The Nizam invited Ragogi Bonfolo^ a 
MahrattahVxmct^ to reduce the Nabob oi 
the Carnatic^ and refent his ufurpation and 
treacherous barbarity, Doajian AH Khan 
oppofed the Mabrattahs^ and was killed 
fighting gallantly at the head of his army, 
which was routed. His widow and family 
fled to the gates of Pondicherry to implore 
protection, which Mr. Dumas gave to them. 
Ragogi AtrnznAtA them ; but when Summon- 
ed to give up the widow and the remainder 
of Doajian AUi KharC^ family and riches, 
the French Governor anfwered, " You fay 
you are going to take Gingy ; that depends 
on your will : we fhall find arms and fol- 
diers, which, however, we (hall not em- 
ploy but againft thofe who attack us un- 
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juftly : '* and he added, that the family of 
Doajlan Alt Khan and Chundah Saheb ex- 
perienced only that hofpitality and protec- 
tion which he would give, with the fame 
good faith, to any Gentile prince who fhould 
reclaim it *. R^gogi Bonfolo proceeded 
with his army to ^richinopoly^ where, after 
three months fiege, Chundah Saheb was 
forced, by fcarcity of provilions, to fur- 
render, after his brother, Bara Saheby in a 
defperate attenipt to raife the fiege, had 
loft his life. Ragogi loaded Chundah Saheb 
and his eldeft fon with irons, and carried 
them, with all the treafure he had collec- 
ted, to his own country. He left Sabder 
Alt Khan at Arcot^ who foon after was 
aflaflinated at Velour^ leaving a fon fix years 
old. After the retreat of the Mahrattahsj 
the Nizam came into the Carnatic^ to re- 
ftore his authority, with 100,000 men. 
He pofleffed himfelf of Trichinopoly ; he 
fettled the tribute with the King of I'an- 
jorcj and gave the government of the Car- 
natic and Madura to the infant fon of Sab- 
der AH Khan^ and appointed the Nabob of 

* Mem. dc la Comp. p. ay. 
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ClcacoUy naffled Anwur Ul Dicn iCxm^^ 
regent. He was not long itiftallcJ l>cfurc 
the child was murdered. It has been made 
a queftioii whetlier jinwur Ul Dien f , or 
Chundah Saheb inlHgated the murderij; : not- 
withftandiijg the former, from regent, lii- 
ftalled himlelf Nabobs and maintained for 
himfelf the govemmeift ; and the latter 
was at that time prifoner with Ragogij who 
had impofed fo high a lum as his raufom, 
that his fortune feemed defperate. All 
this paffed in 1743, the year after Du- 
pleix had begun his adminiftratioa ; his 
mercantile concerns had pervaded India^ 
and; according to his account, the Mogul 
had conferred dignities on him. He had 
been made Nabob 4^ Azary^ Kammun-Soub- 
dar^ Zafferzingue Badour § : and he ex- 
plained thcfe titles in a letter of the 7th 
ofO£lober, 1742; adding, •' The greatcft 
advantages of thefe titles are the revenues 
annexed to them, which are very coniidcr* 

* Called by the French^ Anaverdikan, 
t Mem. de Duplet x, p. 41. 
X Mem. de la Comp. p. 28. 
$ U)id. p. 29. 



[ 7^6 ] 

able ; but it is not proper to demand them, 
bccaufe to the revenue is annexed the ob- 
ligation of furnifliing the contingent of 
cavalry for the army whenever it is re- 
quired */* 

Though he affeded to defpife cesfrivo- 
litis y he was in faft an umpire between the 
nfurpers in the Carnatic. 

Before Labordonnois took Madras^ in 1 746, 
Dupkix had engaged to give it up to jinwur 
Ul Dien Khan-f. Labordonnois, without 
Dttpleix's knowledge, ranfomed the town. 
Thefe oppofite arrangements prevented 
Dupleix from fulfilling his own engage- 
ments; but he would not confiriji ihe 
quiet poffeffion to the Englijh. jinwur Ul 
Dien Khan marched againft the French at 
Madras ; and Dupkix not being able to 
crufli him, after fome warfare, entered 
into new agreements ; and the Nabobs fbn 

* Mem. de la Comp. p. 29. 
t Ibid. p. 31. 



[ 7^7 3 

was received at Pondicherry with great 
honours, in 1 747 *. 

While Dupleix had been in treaty to give 
up Madras to Anwur Ul DUfij Chundab 
Sabeb, from his prifon, negociated the aid of 
Dupleix to pay his ranfocn, and to depofc 
Amvur Ul Dien Khan ; in 1 745 the French 
Governor lent 240,000 livres of the Com- 
pany*sjcaj(h to Chundah Sabeb towards paying 
his ranfom ; and in Odober Dupleix in- 
formed the Company, that an army of 
Mahrattahs might be expefted to eftablifh 
Chundah Saheb^ Nabob of the Carnatic +. 
Chundah Saheb^ however, failed in obtaining 
the aid of the Mahrattahs : he went to the 
Nizanis court, who would not favour his 
ambition : the year 1 749 opened a new 
fcene which favoured his pretenfions* 

The Nizam Ul Moolk died ; , his fecond 
Ion, Nazir Jung^ who had been afibciated 
in the Government, and commanded the 
army, immediately aflumed the Soubabjhip 

* Mem. de la Comp. p« 31. 
t Ibid. p. 32. 



C 7»8 ] 

of the Decan ; he obtained alfo a Sunnud 
from the Mogul. Chundah Saheb went in- 
^2iViX\y X.O Mu%afa Jungy the favourite grand - 
foil of the late Soubahj then Nabob of 
Adoniy and offered his affiftance and that 
of Mr. Dupleix to fupport his pretenfions 
to the ,SoubahJhtp\ if, in return, he would 
inftall him the Nabob of jlrcot^ and dif- 
poflefs jinwur Ul Dien Khan. On this 
agreement the proper Paravanas were dif- . 
patched ; the cmbafly to Pondicherry was 
received, in the beginning of 1749, with 
great eclat. The Governor, without con- 
jlilting the fuperior council, engaged to 
put all the trocps of the Company in the 
pay of Chunda Saheb from the i ft of March ; 
who in return gave Mr. Dupleix all the ter- 
ritory of FUlenour^ confifting of 42 aldees^ 
iituated near Pondicherry \ in July 1749^ 
the council confirmed his agreement. 

, TWe French army marched in July to 
Arcoty was joined by Muzafa Jung*s army, 
and near the fort Amour^ Anwur Ul Dien 
Khan^ aged 107 years, gallantly maintained 
the conteft : the French rallied three times, 
and the old man J)eing killed, the vidlory 



[ 7'9 ] 

was complete. The trcafure and pillage of 
the camp was eflimated at two millions of 
pagodas^ which the French took : Mahomed 
Ali Khan, the fon of the old Nabob , efcaped 
to Trlchinopoly. 

From the letters of the Company to their 
Governor at Pondicherry it is evident they 
•knew very little of native princes : their 
errors are adduced as evidence of Dupleix^s 
having deceived them *, though his plans 
are not to be miflaken in his letters. ^^ I 
will procure a kingdom in Indiaj and make 
you as much refpeded as other powers, by 
dethroning two princes, and placing in 
their ftates Chundah Saheb and Muzqfa Jung. 
I will extend your pofleflions to the gates 
oi Delhi I and, at the bare nzmc of French- 
man^ all, to the Mogul, (hall tremble in Hm- 
doftan. Commerce hitherto has entirely 
engroifed you ; let us abandon to the Eng^ 
UJb^ and to our rivals, that objeA of their 
jealoufy, and let us prepare by our con- 
quefts to give them regrets a thoufand times 

\ 

• Letter of the Company, July 15, 1750. 
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more bitter than thofe which have been 
caufed by our fuccefs in commerce *.'* 

The treafures of the Nizamut having 
been feized by Nazir Jung^ the . treafures 
of Tanjore became the ^firft objeft of Af«- 
%afa Jung and his Nabob. In policy he 
ought to have purfued Mahommed AU to 
^richinopoly ; but at that period the here- 
ditary right of Mahommed AU was no title, 
though he was the beft competitor to op- 
pofe to Chundah Saheh ; and -a fupply of 
money was of greater importance to Mth 
zafa Jung than the life of Mahommed AIL 
The King of tanjore called on the Dutch 
and Englijh to affift him ; and Muzafa 
Jung and Chunda Saheb loft a month in a 
fruitlefs attempt to take Tanjore^ which 
Mahommed ^//employed in ftrengthening 
Trichinopoly ; when the French with^their 
allies were obliged to collefl: their forces 
to oppofe Nazir Jung^ who nominated 
Mahommed Alt Nabob of Arcot^ and entered 
the C^rnatic at the head of 1 20,000 men, 

* Mem. de la Comp. p. 24* 
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:tfid lecti^eii homage from the EMgUJb^^ 

The Fre$ti itroops mutinied ; Dm^eix^ 

' however, Joiaed'CiMft&ifr ArAr^'s troops un- 

''4xs£ the walls of Pimdicberry : Mu%afa 

y^algf idtimidaied, ftir rendered himfelf to 

-lus unde, who puniflied his competition 

hj losing him with irons, and proceeded 

-tgakia^ the French and Chufkiab Sabtb. Dm- 

ifkkcj^ on the approach of the Ntzam^ NoTsir 

^^tng^ i^iened a negociation ; and on the 

^Sth of April he furpriled a part of the 

Nizam**s camp, and defeated his army^-*- 

After this check Nazir Jung retreated to 

Jireot^ hot returned the October following 

W^ 85^000 men, 700 elephants, and 360 

pieioes of ordnance. DupUlx again nego- 

ciated ; the Nizam having experienced con- 

fideraUe lofs, and unwilling that his ilan- 

dard fliould again retire without vidoiy, 

Heceived the deputies, and confirmed to 

the 'Frmrift all their former grants. It is 

^^vident Z>i^AV had placed his great depen-> 

4aiice on a iecret negociation with fome 

'Patten officers and di&fieded chiefs ; fbr^ 

before the final conclufion of the negocia- 

^ Orme, Vol. I. 
3A 
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tion, the Fr'enck forces atl^ckej^ th^ iV/^k^fi^'s 
army, .three parts of which ^ewafticddifi- 
aftive; and wheri the IVii^w^ifliqwedbiqi- 
felf to the army on his elephant^, be -.was 
(hot by one of his Patan generah^ audche 
battle ceafed *. Muzafa Jung vvalreleafedy 
and fucceeded to the Nizamut with the 
confent of both armies: the inveftiture 
over, all the Nabobs fwore, or\ the Korfln^ 
inviolable fidelity to the new Soubak^\icti^ 



the French intereft was reTeftabliflied.— 
Some of the fame Patan chiefs -reyott^, 
and Muzirfa Jung vfz% killed in theiengage- 
men t. Bujjfy repaired this new misfortune, 
by immediately promoting Saybu^ J^Vgy 
brother to Na^ir Jung^ to the Ni%amut^ . 

It has been faid that Salabut Jung was 
the eldefl: furviving Ion of Nham Ul 
Moolk ; he was the eldeft of the brothers 
then prifoners with the army of the N^zmn 
in the CarnaUc. His \ elder brother, Gazi 
Ul Dien +, obtained xheMogulh Phkmaund 

for the Nizamutj and nfiarched againft SMa- 

. ■ ' ., - . , 

♦ Mem. de la Comp. p. 48. 

t Ibid. p. 62. Lettresde BuJ^, June 1752. 
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but Jung and Bujfy ; fortunately this rival 
died, and enabled them to unite all their 
force againft Balaje Row^ the Mahrattahj 
who had invaded part of the Dec an near 
Aurtngabadj and had agreed to fupport 
the Englijh in maintaining Mahommed AH 
in the Carnatic^ by a detachment of 30,000 
men . from his armies. BuJfy had the 
ability to make a treaty with Balaje Row^ 
and to confirm Salabut Jung in the Niza- 
mut. The fccne was now fo complicated, 
and the rapid fuccefiion of events had difli- 
pated (b much treafure, that even BuJJy 
thought it neceffary to apprife the Com- 
pany of his opinion. In ly^i Mr. BuJJy 
wrote to Mr. Dupleix^ that it was evident 
the Mogul Empire was near its extinftion, 
and the Mahrattahs^ rifing on its ruin, 
would foon be mafters of Hindojian *. The 
Nizanfs Duan had informed BuJlyj that 
there was no money in the treafury ; the 
Nizam could find no refource but to quit 
the interior of the Dec an to coUeft contri- 
bution from the Carnatic. 

* Mem. de la Comp. p. 63. - 
3 A 2 
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The French treafury i^as jexbavft^d, 
hayiiig maintaii)e4 the forces of ^xkc^Nizfim 
zfxd pf their Company* for two y€»rs. Xbe 
^brqffs .were uqt to . be pe^fuaded to len4 
more money; and the peace with £/x4g/i^ 
l(lfi!iv had been obtained^ from expe^tioA 
(hat xht French would be bet,(er ^ble tp 
fecpnd his private views of aggriandifcmeni 
than, the English *. ,The French fettlement 
in the .Cirqar of Rajemundry h^d been 
plundered by Na^zir Jung* Mr. :^ontaK4ni 
infprmed Dupl^ix^,^ ,that two ye^rs peape 
}iad npt i:e{lored .cpmrnerge ; and that 
guarding .agaipft probable interruptions of 
prpje^s for empire was as e}^pen,fiv<e ^ 
war.; , various ,pl^ns were propofed* 

Mr. Duquefne\ correfppndei\ce with Mr. 
Dftf^/i?/;i? fuggefted the value pf Tanjore^ a^d 
thexeal facility of defending it^^g^iqfl aU In- 
dlay and that by taking pofleiiioii of the river 
of Pegu^ ,the projeifts of the ^J$gli/b might 
be defeated, a^id its e^cclufive ;trade feqyred. 

• Mem. de la Comp. p. 57, Feb. 1752. 
t Ibid. p. 65« 
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BuJH^^ hcmevcf; cautioned DejfJ/if/vagiih^ft 
fkUkig' again too deeply in complfCated 
ptanft : he informed him, ** that he had 
no idea of • the Government of the Miguii 
0f 'the internal inanagement of the country, 
of> their manners, and character of the 
natives *^ ;•• artd that the fafcft way would 
ht not to meddle with any of their afFairi : 
and 'he ffliriy told him, that it vni difficult 
tO^ fend a perfon capable of condi^ing 
tte iiittreftft of an European natioti in lif* 
dig^ •* D'aillteurs, (i vous pouviez 6tre 
t<tl«6 de'^ous reembarqucr, je nevoispas 
tAipy-a vous parldr naivement, qui vous 
pouviez charger d*une commiflion fi d^** 
catef;'* Buffyzt that time was returning, 
oa account of bis ill health, to Majfulipa^ 
tarn'; and he had no fooner quitted Salahut 
Jung^ than a change of adminiflration 
tdok place. The French' troops were di(^ 
cofititiued from being the Nkam^s body 
g{iard, and the rivals of the French and 
thWr native enemies formed the new couti* 
cil of the Soubah. The Paravanaoi the 

* Mem. de la Comp. p. 64. 
t Bulffs Letter^ Nov. 29^ 175a. 



i 726 ] 

Carnatic^ which Salabut Jung had givert 

in 1 75 1, for the confirmation of which, 

by the Moguls 100,000 rupees had beea 

remitted to Delhi by the French *, was of 

little avail on this emergency. Dupleix^ 

urged Bujfy toreturn to jiurengabadj which 

he did; and, by his decifion and perfonal 

ability, reinflated the old adminift ration^ 

and obtained the grant of the CircarSj that 

the French might, from that fource of 

revenue, pay their own troops^ indepen- 

dant of the Carnatic treafpry, intended to 

be eftabllftied by the Nixatn at Pondkherry. 

The Englijh policy obvioufly was to coua- 

termine the French policy, and to fupport 

Mahommtd AH againft the Nizam\ Naboh^ 

Chundah Saheb. Their allies were fome 

Mahrattah Chiefs, the King of Tanjore^ 

the Nabob of Velour. Dupleix^ by the aid of 

Bu£y^ rendered the French intereft prevalent 

in the Decan ; in vain did he remonftrate 

with Governor Saunders againft the aid 

given to Mahommed AIL The arms of the 

EngliJJj^ and more particularly the rifing 

influence and ability of Clhe^ who ferved 

* Mem. de la Comp. 



tmder Major Lawrence^ prevailed in the 
Carnatic. The difobedience and want of 
ability of Law^ oppofed tfo Lawrence^ be- 
gan the reverfc of Dupleix^s fortunes, and 
proved fatal to Chundah Saheb : by railing 
the feige of Tricbinopolyj Law and the 
Nabob wtvt in their turn cooped up .in 
Siringbam. The mercenary allies were 
bribed to defert Chundab Saheb^ who furren- 
dered his army and treafures on the moft 
fiAemn engagement of a fafe guard to the 
French fettlement. Major Lawrence^ the 
Mahrattahsy and Mahommed Ali^ could not 
truft each other with the prifoner, and he 
was murdered in cold blood. In 1752 
Clhe purfued his career againft the French^ 
took Law prifoner, and eilablifhed the 
credit of the Englijb. In November 1 752 
Bujfy advifed Dupleix to make the beft peace 
he could with the Engltfh and Mahommed 
Ali^ becaufe the Englijhy at Bombay^ were 
in negociation with Balaje Row ; and not- 
withftanding that chief's alliance with the 
French^ he was not unlikely to be gained 
over to declare in favour of Mahommed Ali% 
and he wifely obferved, that war cannot but 
be fatal to Europeans fo long as they arm 
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^sunft each other ^< Di^fd» "wasi f^petsr 
fede4 by Godebeu in 1 753* 

It is remarkable^ from the tfanfaflioiiSrof 
t\^Engli/fj as well zs:oS't\i^ French^ inxw 
rapidly the influence and V fuperiority of 
Europeans yf^Tt eftaUifhed, after the di!t^ 
orders of the empire. adnnUed of. theiT uxt. 
terference. In. 1744, when Commodore 
Barnet appeared on the coaftof CorQman^d^^ 
the Nabob oi the Carnatic^ Armmr UlDifn^ 
informed the Governor of Madras^, th^X, 
" the Engli/b on tb€ coaft were, . eqyajj^v 
with the French 9 . obliged to refp^ hi^ 
Government; ; and,, if they did tnpt confine^ 
their warfare with the French to the iea» 
the Town of. Madras (hould anfw^r for 
their difobedience +." s 

When Labordomois^ in 1 746^ toohMor 
draSy and, promifed to ranfom it, Dupleix 
withheld it from the E^ngli/h ; he was: 
counterafled, in his own engagements, to 
give up the fettlement to the Nabobs by. 

* Mem. de la Comp. p. 77, Nov. 1752. 
t Orme^ Vol. I. p. a. 
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\;^]ch:hc bad averted the N4M^s ioteiv 
fcrenoe r aod wbisn ibe kept pofieflion, the^ 
Nakii^ imarcb ag^taft Dupkkf^ and* aftor 
ailjyttl«:ft(irrnA0iingi fettled by negociationy . 
tboug^ botb parties • were aware of tbek 
waiM .of fiti«9rity. This^ however, was 
tbefirft u>ftai>G0 ii^.wbich Df^r^W^difcover? 
ed bis preteii0pns tp the right of difppfleding . 
the JSujg^/y^; under bi^authority^^s Governor 
(ki2keral *': h« was l\ippwted by bis court i\ 
fiar Laioi^deiinois^ oa hie return frpm bist 
expedition^ wa^ kept three years in tbe^ 
Bai^ilk^ , and died fpon after bi$ apquital : 
DupIeixiS defence of Pondicherry^ in 1748*. 
not only Dptainraiiited bi^credit, but alfb 
tended to : the. eiUbli&ing Mnzafa Khan 
\xk the NinurnuU wd Chundah '. Sabek in 
the: Government 1 of the Carnatic. The 
Sumuds of D0/)/f^jkr, have been difputed ; but 
it cannot be deni^ tha,t tbey proJDoted bis 
negociat ions witb native princes^ at a pe- 
riod wben the titl^iof the grantor was fo 
complicated ; and in 175a, w^en the 
Mngfi^ had determined, without appearing. 
pru)cipals m the war, to fupport Mabommed 



A/i-^ i^Miifof ^Amot^ anil obtaihed a 
gratotrof ferriwry roatid JWtiJk^, they fen t 
deputies to . Jsfd^ir Juf(^%^ at that time flip- 
ported by Majc^ L'a^ence and -a b^ttatibn 
oitEngf^y' to folibit' the^copfirmatioft'of' 
Mahommed AU'^ gfenti'; 'bul Shanavez 
Khatty Minifter^^ of NMir 'Jung^ who had 
alfo been Mitlifter of Nkam Ul Moolk^ 
and was the- decided eilemy of Chundah 

■ 

Sabeb^ pofitivefy refufed to iffue a Firmaund. 
Major Lawrence^ ^a?r}ed with prevarica- 
tions, infifted oh a peremptory anfwer, 
wheh he was affured by Nazirjung^ tha the 
fhould be immediately fatisfied, provided 
he woiild march with his battalion to Ar-- 
cofy where Nazir Jung had determined to 
go with his whole aitoy. He did not 
think it prudent to comply \vith this pro- 
pofal, left the French and Chundah Saheh 
fhould take advantage of his ablence, and 
invade the Fngltfh fettlements * : It has 
been aflerted, againft X^a^ French honour, 
that they had obtained from Nazir Jung 
a confirmation of all their former grants, 
by negociation, at the time they excited 

* Oriney Vol. I. p. 49. 
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tbe ren)te af his Patan Generals ; and in 
1^53, it required much cavil to invalids^ 
the patents which th^ adduced, though die 
EngUftf did not produce any. The Engli^ 
Governor found Mr. Goiebeuj die immediate 
fucceflbr to Dupleixj totally ignorant of 
fhidia^ and led him into a treaty to eftabliih 
amity and commerce, by equalifing die 
advantages of both countries in InJia. The 
firft reading of the negociation in France 
didated the words of the French Minifler, 
which clofed the conferences in London, 
in 1754* ^^ Le Rot tCentendoit point que la 
Compagnie des Indes de France recut la Com^ 
p4^nie Anglaife V And it is dear that 
the provifional treaty and truce were not 
in conformity to the King's orders. ** Les 
circonflances ne m'ayant pas permis de me 
conformer totalement a vos inftruaions,'* 
were the words of Govcraor Godeheu^ 
when he fent home his treaty with Go- 
vernor Saunders. He himielf did not wait 
the arrival of his fucceflbr, Mr. Leyrit; 
and during the adminiftration of Godebeu^ 
and of the Commiflioners whom he 1^ 

^ Mem. de Di^kiic, p. 129. 
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to adminifter until his fucceilbf iBodid ar^ 
rive^ it required ail the intellig^ce. of Mn 
hkracmi^ and the ability and exenion of 
B»fy% to keep the interefts of France in 
any degree together. 

Mr. Rujfell infiAs on diftinguifiiing the 
town and dependencies of Majfulipatam 
from the Circars^ and refers to Mr. Dupltix^s 
raemoirs, in which its revenue is flated dip 
tiniSlly from thofe of the Circars *. I cao^ 
not reject the reference, becaufe no bec* 
ter authority can be referred ta I read in 
that memoire Mn Dupleh\ opinion of the 
negpciations^ and the extent of the facrifice 
wJiioh the French made when they met the 
Engli/hy to treat for equality of poiTefiion 
and influence, as the means of balancing the 
French and Englijh Companies in India. 

Mr. Dupleix obferves " that Godeheu had 
renounced the benefit of a patent of Naboi 
to all tht French Governors of Pondicherry^ 
and that this title was not empty, for 
Salabut Jung had appointed the Nabob o' 

• Short Hiftory, page 60 
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the Canmtie^ with exprefs or^rs thatJbis 
treafure, oil (he Caijfe General oi the:pKCK 

viace, ihoutd be depodted at PonJkberr^^ 
and the armies of France fhould be paid 
out of the revenues of the Soubah^ i but 
Qxclttfi^^ oi the coutingent benefit of ua* 
tive <alliaacQ$, the aegociation had proceed- 
ed -on ignoranGe, not only of India j and of 
the riatfitefis o( iFraneej but of the hidboty 
ft ipaolund ; for in general every nation 
coodDiCbitSrDwna&irs according to its own 
views in a country, where all Europeans 
have equal rights, and where nations are not 
J3(l({|(uifibkta^ach other for the means tbe^ 
employ, ^o extend their commerce, and 
mctc$£t or 'fecute their eftabliihrnei^s ^ ; 
die intereft .maritime powers of £urafe 
have^to^extend political maxims of e<^aisgr 
toiMia by proportions iii»ierftood iuJBtf* 
is^, fince/Wi^oomtiierce^xi&ed, has becn^ 
tfidwitlbe, found tmppa6ticable[; fbr.per'^ 
petual opportunity wiHL 4}§kr to overiet it^ 
arifing from the quarrels and perfbnal inte- 
refts -of 4iative lftaj;i:s in IndiaJ^ 



..k . 



* Memoire de Dupltix, p. 131. 

t Ibid. pifBiiaj. , .,i^- ♦ 
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Dmpleix^it ** whether if th^ Dutch and 
'EngUfhy when they became rivals of the;, 
Portuguefe^ had propofed to eqaaiife their 
pbfleffions, the Pdriiiguefe vvouW not have 
confidercd the pr6pofal as a derifion ? The 
£«^/^, afting by open force, acquired, by 
right of conqueft, advantages they could not 
cxpeft to gain otherwife : it was the ^lame 
with the Dutch \ and vthefe in relation to 
the Danes : the refult has not prodded 
equality of commerce and pofieffions amocig 
thofe three nations.'* 

r 

m '''■*' i 

\ 

But to revert to the evidenceof Mr. Du^ 
pleixy whether the financial divifion of 

Majftdipatam was alfo a political . and geo- 
graphical diftindtion. He exprefsjy fays 
that Majfulipatam and the other places na- 
med in the articles were part of the pro- 
vince or Circar of Rajemundryy one of the 
Circars given by the Soubah of the Decan 
to pay the French army. * 

Mr. Moraciny in i754> expreffes his fur- 
prize that any one fliould advife the French 

» - ■ 

♦ Memoire de DtfpUixj p. ii4.2> . 
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to gbandiott' Maffnlift^tam aiid Dhiy to pre> 
feryerm p^^ce Ni%ampatnamivA.Cmdavir^ 
•• WhoeV/^r made the overture knew nrkher 
t}^ Ci^e du.fajfs nor thiiotcrcfts of the 
C<)mpauy. It was fortunate (if it is trtie that 
tht propofal was naade hy us to the Englijh) 
tjb^t th« Ef^lijh Company was as ignorant 
•aS' our own cx)mpany ; for I can vehture to 
afl^Hy the Mngtijb would not havie rejofted 
aa offer which ]ed diredlly to our ehtire and 
infJi^At ' e^^lfion from this part of the 
Dem^i *'* !lt ie not important to eritfer ferther 
lOri Vi fubjeft: fo ; fully treated hy Mr^ 'DtipTelx^ 
Mr._M9racp$i aod Mr. BuJdy^ in tUeir inc- 
moif^. reipe^'ing this treaty, in which. the 
Ef^lj/h ]iad^$ much.more the advantagedvtr 
GedebeH^: ^Sf Dupkix had before: over the 
Engi^^ It h however not by idle aflcrtbn 
th^t. Duplebc ^xppfe^ . .-the ignorance of his 
foccieflbr ; aiid it appear^ thiit tHiP negocia- 
tipli^ oC tht i\\o European G<)Vfemors, for 
the firA tirRGii treated about iterritoiy with- 
out 2iny c^forei^iDecitO'^the native princes; 
- 0fi innovation Mt Bujfy^ in- betted tinies. i)f 
the Squbabi wpuid .no<f have .i^tricd: bt his 
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M^ote ^^J>¥plm4 i^l>fc ♦• 



ability ; for it appears ^th^t- Sniiiur^yaf^ 
.was neither ligQor^int of the ti^sjty ^itt)f 44f 
its Goafequetices, as appiears in Mr* -Bern's 
'ktterof 1 5th' October 1755. TheAVaStti 
reprefented againft the detertninadon to^fup- 
(poi-t Mthdmmed Jlli. ** If they Jconfid«r hifa 
in Eunp£ to be a prince who has a right 
to iht? CarnatiCy it is an error in them^ but 
it would be a io\\y in Mahommid AH^ '&£ 
which I will not accufe him, for on iU (oc- 
casions he gives me no other name but%iift£- 
ter, and he ibiicits to be received in fkv^ur ; 
. in ihort. he knows that he is no more ^than 
a gentleman, fuch -as you hav«r»{e6A^his d- 
der brother Mazot^a-K6an^ <^ho ddi^r^es to 
iofe his head for the troubles he has occa- 
fioned; and yet, as youkndw, theftateof 
my affiiirs requires the aid of the EurafeaAs ; 
I cannot difpenfe wkh them ; I muft either 
get the ^Mngli/b in my intetiefts, or ytou 
^^r^^Buffy) muft remain : hitherto I have 
rbeen fatisfied : are you at prefent without 
the inclination or the power to ferve me ? *** 
(In this delicate iituation Bujfy was forced to 
itf£t^iV his own judgement. Contrary to the 

• 'Memoite 4^\Di]^Mivfage 164* 
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impradlicable dircAlons of Godeheu. ^ He 
marched with Salabut Jung againfl the Ra- 
jah of My/ore^ and had the addrefs to reco- 
ver 52 lacks of tribute due to the Nizam, 
and eflentially to ferve the Rajahs an ally of 
France^ by overawing Balaje Row, who 
had advanced toward My/ore, with an 
intention to invade it. At this period Mr. 
Leyritf the new governor, arrived at Pon- 
dicberry ; he entered into BuJJy^% plans, and 
wrote in July 1755, that he forelaw the 
moment the Englijh could deftroy his foot- 
ing with Salabut Jung, the French would 
be inferior to their rivals, who would not 
(hewthem the moderation which they now 
require from him, f and that the projected 
equality would in fa£b prove a decided fu- 
periority. The ability of Bujfy confirmed to 
the French the Circars, which had been 
granted in 1753, and he took the neceflary 
meafures to render them a fund of refource, 
to make his nation independant of the pre- 
carious fupply of native allies, whofe courts 
had lately been affailed by the intrigues of 

* Memoire de DupUix, page 165. 
t Ibidi p. 171. 

3» 
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two powerful European rivals* At this pe- 
riod BuJJy had regainod hi& influence aud 
credit ; he was conneded with the Grand 
Vizier ; had received very flattering letters 
from the Moguls aud his influence over the 
Nizam was as exteafive as the " timid 
difpofition of Salabut Jung * was capable 
of giving to any one/* The influeaco of 
Shavenefe Khan^ mmiCxcr of NizamUJMoolif 
had at all times been adverfe to the French 
iiiterefly and Chundah Saheb had reaiiba to 
impute much of his early misfortuaes to 
him. He had been ufeful to Nazir yun^f 

4 

and continued to give life to the EingUJb in- 
terefts, by urging Nizam Jili and Ba%alet 
Jung^ younger brothers of Sakdmt yung^ 
to ulbrp the government during the abfence 
of Bujfy^ in 1756, when he was arranging 
the internal government of the Circars. 

w 

If the French detachment had not been at 
hand when the feals of l^te were violently 

* When Buff) inverted Salabut Jung with the dignity 
pf Soubah^ on the death of Muzafa Jungy he wrote 
to Dupleix in 1752, " Je vous dirai en confiance qu'i^ 
eftbcin facheux pour nous, d'avoir a foulenir unjeun 
homme aufli foible & auffi pcureux que Salahtt Jun 
Mem. de la Ccmpagnie, page 62. 
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taken from SaUAut ^ungy ia all profaabilitjr 
his life alio would have been taken ; the 
gov'ernment became abfohitelj in die hands 
of the ufurpers, but it was executed in the 
name of Salabut Jufig. 

The ainlity of Bufy again faved the M- 
%am ; he went to Aurungabad* and in the 
hcc of Nizam All with the army ixoxa Be- 
far J oi Bazalet Jungy with the army from 
Adom^ and oi BalajeRow in peribn, with 
an amiy of Mabnatabs^ dte rmlned to take 
advantage of the confufion^ he reflored 
Salabut Jung ; got poileflioii of jyolta adj 
die fortrefs of Sbavanefcj which the Mab^ 
rattab was deiirous to accept from either pai • 
ty as die price of his aififtance^ and efiec-* 
foally reftored the old adminiflration. f 
Ifham AH procured the aflaflinaticm of Hy^-^ 
Jkr Begy X ^nd fled to Brampour in May* 
The friends of Hyder Beg murdered Sbava^ 
nefe Kban, and his (on Mabamedy Duan to 
the Emperor, and tlieir adlierents. Sola- 

• Ormtf Vol. II. page 341. 
t Ibid, p^e 344. 
X Ibid, page 348. 

3^^ 
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hut Jung was fcarccly re-eftablifhcd, when 
M. Conflans brought a letter from Lally to 
Mr. Buffy^ dated the loth May, announ- 
cing his recall. * With his ufual ability he 
conciliated Bazalet Jung^ by promiiing him 
the government of Hyderabad ; and obeyed 
the peremptory order of Lally ^ dated the 
13th June, to repair to Pondicherry with all 
his forces, and to take Mr. Moracin in his 
way, who had the fame orders, at Majfuli'' 
patam\ he delivered over his command to 
M. Conflans^ and both he and Salabut Jung 
forboded the fatal confequences. + 

Lally had arrived from France with a re- 
inforcement of. regulars, and of money, 
which he deemed fufficient to eftablifti the 
French Empire in hidia\ with a fuite of 
young nobility, he acquired a momentary 
eclat which fuperfeded ciautious policy ; af- 
ter taking Fort St. Davids, Lally ordered 
it to be razed to the ground. He wrote to 
BuJIy in the Decan, " when \ (hall be maf- 
** ter of Madras, I (hall go to the Ganges 

* Orme, Vol. II. page 351 
t Ibid, page 352. 
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** by land or fca ; my policy, in one word, 
^^ is, no Engli/bman in the peninfula of 
India.^ After the capture of Fort St. Da- 
vidsj the attack of Madras^ and the con- 
queft of the NaboFs country to the north, 
Cbittapitt and Fandiwajhj weak by the 
retreat of the Engli/b garrifous, did notef- 
cape the Governor iie Leyrit. But the advice 
of Lavaurj a miffionary, and defire of ac- 
quiring a rapid fupply of treafure, determi- 
ned Lolly to proceed againft Tanjore^ under 
pretence of reftoring Gaticdj uncle to the 
depofed King of Tanjore^ whom the Engli/hj 
in conlideration of the ceffion of DeviKotah^ 
bad engaged to prevent from averting his 
pretenfions againft the ufurper. Gatica had 
been taken by Lally in Fort St. Davids. * 
The progrefs towards T'afgort and the un- 
fucceisful negociation for contribution, and 
difgraceful retreat of the French army, after 
being foiled by the natives, and 40 Euro- 
peans detached by the Englijb from ^ricbi- 
nopofyy-f arfe fufficiently known. Lally 

* Orme, Vol. II page 318. 

t Ormty Vol. II. p. ix. Eflais biftoriques iuiVIndep 
M. de la Flotief p. 41. 
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had begun a new plan of operation by the 
attack of TrinomalUej when Bujfy joined 
his army in September, 1758. The «nk 
he htfld was only Lieutenant Colonel ; Lud- 
ly had brought from France one Brigadier 
General and fix Colonels; the names of 
thofe officers are recorded * for the public 
zeal which they fhewedln figning a requeft 
that Buffy might fuperfede them, and be 
appointed Brigadier General^ to which Laiiy 
could not objeft, though he imputed the 
compliment to the influence erf Bujfy^s mo- 
ney, inftead of his reputation. When all 
the forces of the FrefKb had joined in No- 
vember, they confifted of 4000 Europe^ms^ 
and 3000 Sepoys. A fmall fupply of mo- 
ney brought bv Moracin and fbme trealiire 
from Mauritius enabled Lally to proceed at 
Jaft to the fiege of Madras^ and both par- 
ties were equally (blicitous concerning the 
event of the expedition from Bengal into. 
the Northern Circars^ defended by Confians. 

Vizeram Raufe had been felefted by Buf- 
fy as the moft ufeful and acceptable man tq 

* Orme^ vol. II. page 370. 
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a^ ill the capacity of diicf in the Northern 
Cirtars t he had been Zemindar of Rajab^ 
mundrafn and Cicaeoley and was fucceeded 
in thofe diftrifts hf Anunderaufe Gauze Pet- 
tyj who was diflatisfied with the judicious 
arrangemtnts of Buffy ; and when he faw 
him involved at Aurungabad by the animo- 
fity of Ni%am Ali^ and recalled by Lafly^ 
he firft fent offers to Madras to affift in ta- 
king the four provinces from the French ; ♦ 
but that government could not fpare any 
part of its fDrce. He made the offer to the 
Bengal govemriient, in July i 758, and all 
except Clive confidered the offer to be chi- 
merical. + He knew how to eftimate the 
difference of being oppofed to the experi- 
ence of Bujfy and Moracin^ or to the inex- 
perience of Cmflans ; he detached Colonel 
Fordj who defeated Conjlans, before the 
batteries of La/fy had opened on the Foft of 
St. George at Madras i and Bujy had not 
joined Lai/y in the Carnat/c before NizarH 
Alt was again in arms againft Salahtit Jung^ 
who depended only on the fortrefsand army 

♦ Orme, vol. II. page 355. 
t Ibid. 
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at Daltabad\ but Bazalut Juf^ marched 
with his army from Adoni : they both 
concurred in thinking the opportunity fa- 
vourable to reannex the provinces to the 
Soubahfhip. They marched towards Maf- 
fulipatam^ to take advantage of events in 
the conteft between the French and Englijh. 
Colonel Ford having driven Conflans into 
Majfulipataniy received the news from 
Madras J the 6th of March, 1759, that 
Lally had loft a third of his army by the 
fire of the Englijhy by defertion and fick- 
nefs, and had raifed the fiege on the ap- 
pearance of a reinforcement from Bombay^* 
Colonel Ford^ with much gallantry and 
prudence, quelled a mutiny of his troops, 
and, notwithftanding the defertion of 
Anunderaufe and other renters who had 
joined the Englijh^ and obeyed the order 
of Salabut Jung to retire to their diflri£ts, 
he fent deputies to amufe Salabut Jung^ 
and to Warn the renters of the dangers to 
which they expofed themfelves ; and carried 
the fort by aflault, and took poffeffion of 
the town. Salabut Jung perceived, too 

* Mem. Hift. fur Ylnde^ p. 47. 
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late^ .the confequeoce of his delay : he 
confulted with the French how to leflea 
the misfortune, while Rajah Anunderauje 
regained the Goadaveri by hafty marches, 
and in two days was out of the reach of 
purfuit*. Two months after,. Lolly re- 
tired from Madras ; he detached Mr. Mo- 
racin with 500 Europeans ^ by fea, to Maf- 
fulipatam ; but he arrived too late. Salabut 
Jung received Colonel Ford with attention, 
being alarmed by the application which 
Clive had made to Nizam Alt to favour the 
fuccefles of the Englijh againft the French 
in the Circars +. No treaty was formed ; 
but Colonel Ford having forwarded the 
difpatches, Nizam AH advanced with his 
army toward Hyderabad^ giving out that 
he intended to reform the adminiftration ; 
Salabut was in doubt whether the French 
or Englijh would be moft likely to affift 
him ; and Bazalut Jung counterafted the 
negociations with Colonel Ford^ being inclin- 
ed to the French. It i3 certain that the Nizam^ 
Salabut Jungj left the Englijh^ in difguft, 

* Orme^ Vol. II. p. 490. 
t Ibid. p. 191. 
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in May 1 759, in pofleffion of Maffiflipatam ; 
and the French evacuated the Circars^ <m 
aflurance, from Bazalut Jung^ of being 
taken into his fervice. The Preiidenty x>f 
Ma^as appointed Mr. jlntlnws^ ^vith a 
council, to manage the revenue and trade ; 
and Colonel Ford remained for indmftions, 
from the Preiidency of Bengal*. The 
conqueft was made under dive's orders, 
the ceffion of the country having been pre- 
vioufly obtained from the Moguls in per- 
petuity to the Englijh. 

f 

La/fy had left BuJ^^ ill and difgufted, at 
Pondkherry% the increafing difficulties of 
the French called him forth to repair the 
confequence of his recall from the Decan. 
Salabut Jungj confidering the French in- 
tereft defperate, opened a negociation with 
Nizam Ali^ and fubmitted to the fame de- 
pendance from which Buffy had relieved 
him +. His brother, Bazalui Jung^ Duan 
to Salabut y at the head of an army, would 
not aflfent to the arrangement, and joined 

* Ormcj Vol. II. p^. 493. 
t Ibid. p. 504, 
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the Frtnch under Cofiflam^ and marched to 
levj contributions^ and to deter the nor- 
thern Polygari from giving any affiftaoce to 
the^nglj/b. holly had divided his army 
after the railing the fiege oi Madras ; one 
part was fent xoCberingham, and the remain- 
der wa$ encamped at Vandewajb : he i^ 
Bujfy to prcferve the co-operation of Ba%a^ 
ha Jung ♦ ; but fuch was the want of 
money in the Carnattc^ that the Frttieh 
army mutinied, three weeks after the firft 
battle of Vandewajb^ in which the French 
had maintained their ground. The de- 
tachment fent to efcort Bujfy alfo mutinied; 
he therefore fent back all except his whil^ 
and black cavalry and two hundred vo- 
lunteers, whom he paid, during -their 
expedition, out of his private fortune : he 
proceeded to Bazalut Jung +, and returned 
in time to raiic the fiege of jircot^ which 
the Englijh had formed, after their fucceis 
in Oftober at Vandewcfjh., The decifivc 
viciory of the EnglJp^ in January 1760, 
had been well contefted : Bujfy^ after hav- 

♦ Ormf^ Vol. II. p. 533. 

t Ibid. p. 547* His agreement with Bazalut Jung* 
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tag f allied his eorps three times, was 
taken prifoner ♦, ?nd, in confideration of 
his gcpcrofity to the Englijh fa<9:ory when 
he took Fizagafatamj the gallant Cciote 
permitted him to repair to Pondicherry 
from the field of battle. Bujfy did not, 
even then, confider the affiiirs of France as 
irretriveable ; neverthelefs, the beft ability 
would have been perplexed what meafure 
to purfue after the defeat. Lally perceived 
idle ruinous feparation of his army, and 
the difficulty of uniting them ; he recalled 
the fouthern detachment ; the neceflity of 
treaCure to pay the army was prefent, and 
all prudential confiderations gave way. He 
applied to the European renters of the 
French Company's diflrifts : the lofs of 
Vandewajh and Chittapitt prevented their 
making advances ; and the expedients of 
Governor Leyrit and the Council were not 
fufficiently prompt in Lall/s opinion. He, 
therefore, took the whole of the Company's 
territory from the European renter, and ac- 
cepted an advanced rent from Rama Linga^ 
a Malabar^ to whom he had farmed the 

* OrmCf Vol. II. p. 596 
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diilrid to\ind\/frcot while he poilefled them ; 
he farmed the whole at 1,750,000 rupees 
per annum : at the time of the agreement 
there was fufficicDt grain on the ground 
for the mod ample fuppl j of Pondicberry ; 
but money was more fcarce than v\c^ 
tuals*; and the new farmer was per* 
mitted to fell his grain, that he might pay 
his rent in coin into the treafury, inilead 
of delivering grain, as his acquittal, into 
the magazines f • * When the EngUJb army 
advanced between Gingee and Pondicbeny'^ 
he could not but fee his error then, yre- 
trievable* ^ 

In this Aage of diftrefs, Hyder Ally 
opened his career as a Sovereign ; advanced 
from a ibldier to the command of the My-- 
forean army, he had taken the Myforean 
King out of the hands of Delaway^ his 
uncle, who had agreed to retire to the 
fort of Myfore with a Jagbeer. Hydcr 
thus uncontrolled, ufurped the adminiflratioa 
firom the King, a young, a weak, and timid 

• Omuy Vol. II. p. 60a 
t Ibid. p. 636. 



C 750 ) 

prince ; and to guard againi): a reverfe^ Ify^ 
der conveyed bis trcafure to T'hiagUTj a 
ftrong fortrefs in the Carnatic; and by 
toeans of Mwegnba^ z Porh^uefe miflion* 
ary, Bi/bop of HaHcarnafuSf be at this 
period negociated with the French^ in cqn* 
^deration of that and another fort, and 
100^00 rupees a month, to fend 2000 ca* 
vahy and 3000 fepoys with artillery into 
thtCamstici this diverfion increafed the 
calamity of the cx>untry, without recovesr-t 
ing the fortune of Lally. The Chri/iian 
Biftiop with the Mahrattabs^ though they 
did not fight, plundered all the villages de« 
pendant on the French y when Lally retreat- 
ed to Pondicherry ^ ; in January 1 761, that 
beautiful fettlement was furrendered to thci 
Britijb arms. Pigot ai>d DuprS paffcd the 
night, previous to the furrender, in the 
trenches with Caote and his principal ofR* 
cers. The i6th of January, the French 
line, confining of iioo men, depofited 
their arms, all wearing the face of famine, 
fetigue; and difeafe ; and there was only 
provifion for two days Ihort allowance left. 

* Fragmens fur Vlnde^ 
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The Mack iababitaou had been turned out 
of Pmdiebeny, m No^rember^ to the 
ammintof 1400^ whom the btunanitf <^ 
(Mt€ penmtted^ to pais, emaciaced b^ £1^ 
miiie* ^ The vidor fi>ldjer gave his %h 
(which fiooe but banditti could lefuie), 10 
dm iblenm contemplatioo ci the fate of war^ 
wydb might haire been his own O 

The Company's Governor^ Pfg^s hi- 
fifled on PcmKcberry being given up to 
the Company by virtue of the . patent of 
January 1758, which regulates the Com* 
pany^s fluued dtle to captures, and declared 
if it was not given up the Company would 
not advance any more money. Neither 
the Admiral nor Conraiander of die King's 
troops weie authoriied to draw ImDs on the 
Govemm^ ci England on fuch an exi* 
gency ; the couixcil o£ war, therefore, fub- 
mkied to the requiiition, but protefted 
agamift the infuk it conveyed againft the 
King's prerogative, and declared the Pre** 
fidency relponfible for the confequences 4* • 

♦ Onm, VoL IL p* 723* 
t IbkL p. 724* 



[ 752* ] 

The 5th of April, 1761, terminated the 
long-contefted hoftilities between the two 
rival European powers in Coromandely and 
left not a (ingle enfign of the French nation, 
avowed by the authority^ of its govern- 
ment, in any part of India j for the troops 
which had gone away to My/ore were here- 
after to be regarded as a band of military 
adventurers feeking fortune and fubfiftence. 
Mr. Pigot^ to obftruft the re-eftabli(hment 
of the French power by a general peace, 
ordered the total demolition of the town 
and fortifications oi Pondkherry^ for which 
Lally^ by razing fort Sti Davids^ had given 
a precedent, 

Circumftances were not wanting to ag- 
gravate the prejudices againft the unfortu- 
nate Lally ; his contempt of the Company's 
fervants, and his igaorance of the ufages 
of India y led him into many difficulties ; 
the acknowledged talents of Bujfy excited 
his envy ; the intrigues of interefted mif^ 
fionaries furrounded him. Lavaur, a Je- 
fuit, who urged his attack on TanjorCj and 
had been one of the deputies fent to capi- 
tulate, bad compofed two memoirs, one 



[ 753 ) 

to juftifyy and another to defame Lalifs 
conduA ; thejr were found among his pa- 
pers by the officers of juftice after his 
return to France. He had iblicited a pen- 
fion of j^«20 a year, pretending he had 
been ruined at Fondichtrry^ and when he 
died, property to the value of j^.6o,ooo 
flerling was found in his room*. The 
bankruptcy of three million of Uvrts which 
FalittCj fuperior of the Wefi-Indian miflion, 
had brought on, at this time f opened the 
eyes of a few, and firengthened the preju- 
dices of many. Of the many charges 
againfl l^ally^ ^^ no one particular crime, 
but the general tenor of his condud, de- 
cided the judgemenL" The judge who 
explained the arret |, after it w;as executed, 
had opportunity to know that the fortune 
of LuiUy did not pay the amoimt allotted 
by it to the poor of Pondicberry ; the 
King's bounty was known to have relieved 
the diflrelTes of his family ; the teflimony 
of the FMgliJb acquit him of every charge 

* Fiagmens fiif \lnJk & LaOi^ p. 137. 

t OnfUt^Wol. II. p. 735. 

X Fragmeiis fur VInde, p. 15^. 

3c 
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afFedlmg his true allegiance to his King 
or his perfonal courage. 

The Engli/h had always kept clear of 
the intrigues of miffionaries ; when Chan-- 
dernagore was taken from the French by 
Clivcj in 1757, jnuch intereft was made to 
leave tho Jefuits there; heanfwered, *^ the 
yefuits may go where they pleafe except to 
the Englijh fettlements^.'*-r-The critical 
lituation of Europeans in India at this pe^ 
riod, require a few words qh the tranfac- 
tions in Bengal. 

Some months after the arrival of Go- 
vernor Leyrit^ in 1755, the interefts of 
France appeared to revive by the ability of 
■S^- The death of jili Verdi Khan^ in 
April, 1756, ^Mt Serajah Dowlah in pof- 
feffion of the Soubahdarry of Bengal^ agree- 
;ible to the will of his grandfather, who 
had obliged his officers to do him homage 
fis Soubah independant of the Mogul. The 
new Nabob had taken Calcutta in June, 
1756, and the Governor and all the foe- 

* Fragmens fur YInde, p. 89. 
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tory who cfcaped the Black Hole were on 
board the (hips in the river*. In Oftober, 
1 756, Colonel Clive was fent with about 
2,000 land forces on board Admiral fFat^ 
Jon's fleet to Calcutta; he was invefted by 
the Prefidency of Madras with indepen- 
dant power in all military matters and 
operations, and authorifed to draw bills. 
The Court of Direfliors had appointed 
Mr, Drake^ with three Members of the 
Council, to a£t as a Seleft Committee in 
the condudt of all political and military 
affairs -[- ; the Committee had aflbciated 
Major Kirkpatrick, and they added Mr. 
Watfon and Colonel Clive to their Board. 
The fuccefles of Clive terminated the reign 
of Serajah "Dowlah by the battle of Plaf-^ 
fey^ 26th of June, 1757 J, the correfpon- 
dance of Bujfy and Law with Serajah 
Dow/ab fell into his hands, and the con- 
duft.of a counteradion of the progrefs 
of the French . in the Decan and in the 

• Orme, Vol. II. p. 88. 

t Ibid. p. 121. 

X Reports, Vol. I. p. 16. Lord Clive^^ account to, 

the Committee of the Houfe of Commons. 

3c 2 



Circarsj devolved exclufiyeljr on him, the 
Prefidency of Madras being unable to de- 
tach any force to that quarter. The Gotn* 
pany- s arrangements, in confequcnce of the 
lofs of Calcutta^ were received there in 
June 1758: the firft arrangement of the 
Directors after receiving the bad nevsrs, had 
been, the appointment of a temporary 
Committee of five perfons to manage their 
affairs in Bfngaly in which Clive was tq 
prefide ; but in November they determined 
to difmifs Mr, Drake from the govern- 
ment, and nominated a Council of ten, in 
which the four fenior Members were tp 
prefide alternately, each for three months; 
in this fucceflion of the four, Mr. Watts 
flood the firft ; the others were Mr. Man-- 
ningham^ Mr. Beecher^ and Mr. Holwellj 
who were not yet returned from England^ 
and Colonel Clive was not included in the 
new arrangement. The three leading 
Members in the Council were impreflcd 
with the dlflficulty of the public affairs, 
and propofed to the reft that Clhe fhould 
be requefted to accept of the Government 
under the ufual modes ; the vote was una- 
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otmousy and the tender was made and ac« 
cepted on the 26th of June *• 

Thus we fee the intereft of the Com- 
pany, and of Great Britain^ was vefted, 
contraty to the arrangement of the Com- 
pany, in the hands of Clive : and it is re- 
markable, that the fame honourable and 
patriotic fpirit had raifed Buffy^ near the 
fame time, to a rank which the councils 
of France had not allotted to him. Thofe 
who review the proceedings in Bengal at 
the period of the revolution, fhould re- 
member the circumilances of the Com- 
pany at the period of the fall of fort 
St. David; and thofe who confider the 
chara£ler of BuJJy^ (hould remember that 
the honourable teftimony of the field offi- 
cers who came with LaUy from France 
could give him no more than the fbtion 
of third in conmiand, and that their tefli- 
mony rather flrengthened than weakened 
the jealoufy of Lally. 

The peace in 1 763 did not prove that 

• Ormif VoL IL p- 355- ' 
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the negociators had acquired a perfeft 
knowledge of India ; but it was fortunate 
that the fubjeft was not left to the pro- 
tracted negociations of the two ppmpanies ^\ 
Lord Clive expreffed himfelf in thcfe words 
to the Proprietors + : 

" I flatter myfelf every proprietor muft 
refledt with infinite pleafure on the benefit 
of thefe great and glorious fuccefles, now 
fecured to thena by the eleventh article of 
the definitive treaty. 

" Although there are fome geographical 
errors, fuch as making the Soubah of Ben- 
gars dominion extend near 200 miles more 
than they do, to Tanam^ and making that 
place the northern inftead of the moft 
fouthern part of the coaft of Orixa ; the 
acknowledging Salabut Jung lawful Soubah 
of the Decanj and Mahomed Alt Cawn 
lawful Nabob of the Carnatic^ had been 
better omitted, for feveral reafons, and 

* Mr. Ruffell ftates that the affairs of India had ef- 
caped notice till fome time after the preliminaries were 
figned. Short Hiftory, p. 66. 

t CZ/Ws Letter to the Proprietors, 1794, p. 10. 
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may be produ6kive of difputes hereafter 
between the two companies ; yet, upon the 
whole, the article is very advantageous to 
the Company. 

*' As my oppoiition originally arofe from 
the defers of the preliminary articles, in 
which the interefl: of the Eajl-India Com- 
pany appeared to me to be much expofed, 
-it affords me a very particular pleafure to 
think I have been any ways Inftrumental 
to the amendment of that article relative 
to the Company." 

Mr. Ruffell has not taken notice of this 
article of the treaty of Paris; he begins 
his account of the acquifition of the dr- 
ears*^ ** The new Soubah^ 'Nizam Ally^ 
derived his right to the government from the 
grant of the Mogul^^ and we might fup- 
pofe he had continued from that time the 
l^;al Soubab. I have included in the above 
abftra£t the real pretenfions of the many 
natives whom different incereils or parties 
denominate differently ; I have alfb traced 

* Short Hiftory, ad edit. p. 6^. 
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the brilliant fpeculations of Frmce to dieir 
clofe. It was proved that the difiermit 
French adminiftrations, from 1 727 to 1 769^ 
had fumiftied to the Company ibre^ hun- 
dred and feventy-fix millions of Uvres^ with- 
out its having ^ver paid the intereft of its 
capital from the profits of its commerce^ 
which however was made up by nine mil- 
lions of Ivor es annually allowed to the Com- 
pany out of the Ferme des I'abacs *• 

I have entered more at length into the 
projects of Governor Dupleix and Mon£ 
Bujfy to recall the memory of the circum- 
ilances of India during the real period of 
conteft. The deep perfevering policy of 
the French cabinet maintained the conteft 
after the victory had been decided in the 
favour of Great Britain : the ability of 
Hyder Ally favoured their projeds, and no 
expence was fpared to rebuild and fortify 
Pondicherry ; but being unwilling to leave 
all their magazines and force cooped up in 
one fortrefs in the peninfula of ImUa^ in 
which the Engli/h could take the field with 

* Fragmens fur Vlnde^ 
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with infinite advantages, the ifles of France 
and Bourbon became depots of armies and 
ftores, from whence they might fend their 
foccour either to the coaft of Malabar or 
of Coromandel^ as the circumftances might 
require. A corps of French ferved con- 
ftantly with Hyder ; French engineers en- 
abled him to render his fortrefles more 
refpe£bble. Hyder was allowed to be a 
good judge of the ground for action ; his 
difpofition for making or for receiving at- 
tacks were admired; his infantry were 
regimented, but never could refift the 
Ef^lijb fcpoys ; his artUlery was numerous ; 
the pieces he brought into the field were 
of very great calibres, and chiefly worked 
by Europeans % ^h^ unlimbered his guns 
behind ravines, or on ground which would 
permit him to draw them off at pleafure ; 
he could throw his heavy (hot over the 
Englijb army before the FngUJh light train 
were within diflance to open upon his 
line; when it advanced, Hyder limbered 
up, and his cannon were drawn off by 
elephants and excellent oxen ; large bodies 
of' cavalry covered their retreat, in fuch 
number, that it retarded our line until the 
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purfuit of the guns was inefFedluial. He 
taxed every thing, even plunder; by the 
management of his Bazars^ the money he 
paid to his troops reverted to his treafury, 
and when money has been fcarce, he has 
been known to make his , troops receive 
men and women prifoners tak^n in the 
Carnatic at his own valuation, who were 
fent into My/ore to cultivate the lands ; 
he would not eftablifti a cartel ; and when 
large corps of cavalry have charged our 
line they have been generally intoxicated 5 
whenever they have fucceeded, the fate 
of the defeated has been horrid. The in- 
ftruftion and aid which Hyder acquired 
from the French fince 1763 was politically 
employed by him to his own aggrandife- 
ment ; his various ufurpations and con- 
quefts united the Bedenore and Zamorines 
countries to My/ore ; and there is no 
doubt but Hyder expefted to extirpate the 
Englijh by the aid of the French. In 1782 
the agents of France had promifed a pow- 
erful fquadron and 10,000 Europeans. He 
employed the Europeans in his armies with 
much ability, keeping them in complete 
dependance ; and the object of France was 
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attained by making him more fbraiidable 
to the Engliflj. His diiIatisfa<9ion at being 
fo feebly fupported when he invaded the 
Carnaticj notwithftanding the efforts of the 
French at that period were extraordinary, 
and at a vafl expence, made him anxious 
to complete the conqueft of the Malabar 
coaft; and previous to his lafl attack on 
the ^ravancore country, he had fcnt em- 
bafiies to the Porte and to France^ to give 
greater luftre to his projefted empire. 

It will not admit of difpute, that the 
Britijh force, by lea and land, at the clofc 
of the war in 1 783, was fuperior to the 
French ; and that by mifmanagement alone 
the barbarity and indignity offered by Tip- 
poo to the Englijh pafled unrevenged at that 
period: the preliminaries of peace came 
opportunely for all parties, from the criti- 
cal fituation in which they had nearly ave- 
raged themfelves. Meffrs. Sadlier and 
Staunton brought accounts to Cuddalore of 
the conclufion of peace between England 
and France^ and orders for a ceflation of 
hoflllities. The Marquis de Buffy^ who 
commanded both the land and fea. forces 
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of France^ without hefitation accepted the 
notification as authentic ; he faw the obje^ 
for which he had left France^ more favou- 
rably arranged by the cabinets iii Europe 
for the benefit of his countrymen, thsai he 
could have any reafbnable hope to have 
accompliihed by the continuance of hofti- 
lities ; he was aware of the diflraflion of 
our councils in India^ and he knew his ex- 
perience in negociating with the native 
powers might be important in fettling the 
confl:ru(ftion of the fixteenth article of the 
preliminaries, which regarded the Indian 
powers. With much decifion he icnt word 
to the Ef^KJb General, that the Myforeans 
were in alliance with his Moft Chriftian 
Majefly; that the detachment at Cuddalore 
was part of his army, and muft be inclu- 
ded in the ceffation of hoftilities ; that in 
purfuance to the defire of the Deputies, 
he had forwarded their letters to the Eng^ 
lljb commanders of detachments, and to 
Tippoo ; but in cafe he declined to accept 
the pacification, Bujjy aflured them 
he would defift from affifling him, even 
before the four months expired. Tippoo 
received the news with great difpleafure, ^ 
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but feat his Vakeels to Cuddahre^ to negociate 
with us through M« de Bujfy ; Sir Edward 
Hughes and General Stuart protefled againft 
treating any farther through the medium 
of the French commander in chief, with-^ 
put the order of the Supreme Board ; thus 
was Monfl de BuJJy left to manage the 
French interefts diftindly^ and the hoftili- 
ties of the detached forces againft Tippoo 
were fufpended until it was known whe- 
ther he would accede to the peace. 

Enriched, and grown infblent by the 
event of the war, Tippoo eftabliihed order 
in his extenfive dominions ; his revenue 
regulations will juflify the reputation of 
his ability and good fyftem ; his perlecu- 
tion of the Nairs in the year J 784, for 
having ailifted the Englijb^ was prepa- 
ratory to his favourite obje£l; a difpute 
with the Mabrattabs in 1785 delayed its 
execution, and in 1786 he concluded one 
of his moft brilliant campaigns againft the 
united force of the Nizam and the Mah^- 
rattabsj by a peace favourable to his inte- 
reft, and he became (ecure in his northern 
frontier. Tippoo^ encouraged by the paffive 
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policy in the commencement of the Mar- 
quis CornwalUs% government, and by the 
unjuftified condufl: of the Governor oi Ma* 
iraiy became emboldened to make an open 
attack on the Rajah of T'ravanct^re^ the 
faithful ally of the Engli/h. Every infult 
having proved incfFe<9:ual to make them 
the aggreffors, Ttppoo entered the eaftern 
extremity of the lines with 16,000 of his 
beft troops; he obtained poffeffion of about 
three miles, when he fufFered that memo- 
rable repulfe which coft him the flower of 
his army cm the a9th of December. 
Three battalions, all Nairs^ and 500 ar- 
chers, in all 3,000 men, ftimulated by the 
caufe of their country and of their religion, 
were crowned with vidory* 

The politic and honourable fupport which 
Loid Cornwallis inftantly gave to the Ra^ 
jah of Travancore^ in fa£l:, faved the Hin- 
docts ; thofe who had confidered and knew 
the circumftances of the peninfula of India^ 
heard the comments of feme great ftatef- 
men in England with concern. The power 
of Great Britain has been ihewn under 
Lord CormvalUsy and the confidence of the 
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Hindoos may be confirmed, and the defence 
of the Carnattc become more certain and 
lefs expenfive, if proper fteps are taken to 
conned: the Hindoos of the peninfula in a 
general defenfive alliance. 



CHAP. XVIII. 



On the military Eftablijhments and Service in 

India^ 

W HEN Lord CHve returned to India^ 
in 1765, the fate of Britijh India again 
refted on his dccifion ; he wrote, in April, 
from Madras J to one of the Direftors •, 
** We have at laft arrived at that critical 
period, which I have long forefeen ;' I mean 
that period which renders it necefl&rjr for us 
to determine whether we can, or (hall, 
take the whole to ourfelves. Sujah Dowla 
is beat from his dominion ; we are in pof- 

* Appendix to the Eaft-lndia Report, VoL L No. 82. 
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ieflion of it, and it is icarcely hyperbole 
to fay, to-morrow the whole Mogul Empire 
will be in our power : a large army of 
Europeans will effectually prefcrve us {o-- 
vereigns. You will, I am fure, imagine, 
with me, that after the length we have 
run, the Princes of Hindofian muft con- 
clude ouft views to be boundlefs ; they have 
feen fuch inftances of our ambition, that 
they cannot fuppofe us capable of modera- 
tion ; the very Nabobs whom we might fup- 
port would be either covetous of our pof- 
feffions, or jealous of our poWer. Ambi- 
tion, fear, avarice^ would be daily watch- 
ing to deftroy us ; aviftory would be but 
a temporary relief to us ; for the dethroning 
of the firft Nabob would be followed by 
fetting up another. We muft, indeed, 
beconie Nabobs ourfelves, in facSt, if not 
in nanie ; perhaps fo totally without difguife: 
but on this fubjcdt I cannot be certain until 
my arrival in Bengal. Let us, without de- 
lay, complete our three European regiments, 
to looo each ; thefe, with 500 light cavalry, 
three or Jour regiments of artillery, and 
the forces of the country, will certainly 
render us invincible : in Ihort, if riches and 
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iecurity are the objeds of the company ^ 
this is the method, the only method now, 
for fccuring them/* 

When Lord Clhe affumed the govern- 
meuty on his arrival in Bengal, in May 
1 765, he addrefled the committee * ; ** the 
fliccefs of the forces, which I had the ho- 
nor to command in the year 1757, com- 
pleted a revolution in favor of Mter Jqffier^ 
an event on which the exiftence of? the 
EaJi'India Company at that time depended ; 
the treaty concluded with him was produc- 
tive of large advantages to the nation^ as 
well as to individuals, and feemed to infure 
the Company greater benefits than they had 
ever before enjoyed. 

** My fticceflbrs foon after my departure 
thought proper to raife CoJJim AH Khan to 
the Soubahjhipy the confequences of -which, 
whatever was the caufe, had been unfortu- 
nate. 

** A very few days are elapfed fince our 
arrival ; and yet, if we confider what has 

• Rqx>rt, Vol. i. Append. N. 84, 

3D 
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already come to our knowledge^ we cannot 
hditate a moment on the neeeffity of aflu- 
ming the power that is in us, of conduft* 
ing, as a feled committee, the affairs, both 
civil and militarv, of this fettlemcnt. 
What do we hear of, what do we fee, but 
anarchy, confuiion, and, what is worle, 
an almofl: general corruption ?'* 

In the preceding review of the different 
periods of Britijh Government, I endea- 
voured to afccrtain the principles of the ci- 
vil ^miniftration. It will be neccffary to 
advert curforily to the advantages which 
Lord dive refers to, excluiive of the 
revenues, confifting of treafure exa6led 
on different accounts, of which the prin- 
cipal head was diftinguifhed as reftitu^ 
tion^ or money paid to the Company for da- 
mages, by the capture of Calcutta^ and for 
expences incurred by the war * : 

By Meer Jaffier^ in 1757 1,200,000 

By Meer CoJJitn^ in 1760 62,500 

* General ftate attefted by auditor of India accounts. 
Report of Committee of Secrecy. Append. N. 10. 
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By Meir Jaffier^ on his reflrora- 

tioii, in 1763 375,000 

By Sujah Dowlabt on making 

peace, in 1765 5^3^i^3 

*■■■ HMiM «iiMiiW4| 

jr. 1,220,833 

In the fame period, individuals received 
fronni the princes and natives of Bengal : 

Ondepofing SerajahDowIahj and advancing 
Meer Jaffier to the Govern- 
ment, in 1757. ^j'^i^jSli 

On depofing Meer Jaffier^ in fe- 
vouf of CoJJim^ in 1 760 260,269 

On reftoring Meer Jaffier^ in 

^1^3 437*499 

Prefent received by two com- 
manders of the army 62,666 

On the acceffion of Najim lH 
Dowlahj Meer Jaffier's fon, 

in 176s ^39^351 

Received of the King, Queen, 

Mother, and one of the Prin-^ 

ces, in 1765, and 1766 9^^999 

Received of Meer Jaffier^ in 

^7S7 $00,000 

3D a 
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Received of Meer Jaffier again, 

r in 1763 600,000 

Exclufive of Lord Clivers Jageer *. 

It might be fuppofed that this fupply of 
ready money had anfwcred the extraordi- 
nary charges of a cliange of fyftem, and 
that the revenues would have defrayed the 
current charges of the nevi^ eftabliftiments. 
|f we did not recoUeft, that the provinces 
of Bengal were not the only charges on 
the Company. When CUve \th Madras^ 
to complete the revolution, in 1757, the 
Company found themfelves fo reduced and 
exhaufted by the continued drains from the 
commencement of the troubles on the coqft^ 
in 1 746, that they had been obliged to de- 
lift from fending the ufual fupplies of mo- 
ney to their fettlements abroad, excepting 
only fome inadequate confignments of fil- 
ver to China f- Madras and Bengal were 

* Account annexed to the Report of the Committee. 
Short Hiftory of the revolution in Bengal^ page 133. 
t yanjittarfs Letter to the Proprietors, p. 8. 1767. 
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enjoined to give all poilible ailiftance to that 
important trade,* at the fame time to pro- 
vide for their own military and civil char- 
ges, andthepurchafeof inveftment or car- 
goes for their (hips, and likewife to fupply 
the fettlement of Bombay with what money 
anight be wanted there. 

The Engli/h certainly had a preferable 
claim to full participation of reftitution mo- 
ney ; but the natives only received /o and 
a quarter of a fixteenth, or il of the 
amount of their loiTes : the ylrmemans re- 
ceived their bare principal ; and the Englijh 
received their full principal, with 20 per 
cent, intereft, and an overplus of 50 lacks 
remained in the Company's treafury ; the 
Englijh inhabitants, notwithflanding fuch 
receipt, fued the Company in chancery for 
the overplus*. It has been objefted to 
C//W, that he neglected, or did not under- 
ftand, the intereft of the Company, in not 
obtaining a larger revenue, independant of 
the reftitution money +. The difficulty of 

• yzfifittart*s Letter to the Proprietors, 'T^?* P* l^- 
t Ibid. p. 68. 
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obtaining an extenfion to the north of Ci/- 
cutta was ftated by Lord Clhe ; it was ob-^ 
tained from Meer Jaffier^ by lending him 
25 lacks ; and when it is confidered that 
Meer Jaffier^ at the battle of Plaffiy^ afted 
precifely in the manner which heft fuited his 
intereft ; that Clive had alfo engagement^ 
with Ramnaraifij Nabob of Patna^ and alfo 
with Omar beg y the Fougedar of Houghfy^ 
their feparate interefts refted on the perfo- 
nal authority of Lord dive. His iufiu*^ 
ence "bver Aieer Jaffier was certainly great ) 
but when Clivt left the Government to gen- 
tlemen , whoi plainly declared their opinion ^ 
that the dependance on a Nabob would be 
more riiinous than if the Company became 
Naboby the confequences of univerfal inif- 
truft were inevitable, Clive had feen the 
neceffity of vigor to counteraft the Duich^ 
whofe letters to Meer Jaffier afterwards fell 
into our hands*; and it appears he had 
agreed *' that the Dutch (hould bring into 
the province a military force to join his, and 
curb a power which was reprefeqted as dan- 
gerous •/' and the Dutch chief, without the 

♦ Append!)^ to the Englijh Memorial, Nq. 6* 
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leaft referve, puts Meer Jaffiir in mind of 
this agreement in one of the letters before 
mentioned*. The Court of Directors, in 
1 760, inftruAed Mr. Vanjittari not to pro- 
ted natives, merely to enable them to de- 
fraud their mafler ; on the principle^ that 
xhey are always bad fubjeds who apply for 
fin-eign protedion ; as foon as they are af« 
(ured of it, they keep no longer within 
bounds of refped ; and their own ruin and 
4ieir mailer's becomes the immediate confe* 
quence. Orders to this efFed were iffued 
in September, 1761, by the Governor and 
Council +, " declaring it to be contrary to 
engagements between the Nabob and the 
Company to interfere in the fupport of any 
Zemindar^ ox other peribn holding office, 
grant, or authority, under the govern- 
ment ;'* and thereby thofe whofe iafety 
had been guaranteed^ were abandoned to 
their fate. 

When Mr. Fanfittart arrived in India^ 
the King's and Company's troops were ad- 

♦ Vanfiiiart*% Letter to die Proprietors, 1767, p. 34, 
t Van/tit. Narr. Vol. I. p. 92. 
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vancing towards Pondicherry. When he 
reached Bengal he found one fingle lack of 
rupees m the treafury *, and an arrear of 
23 lacks, due by Meer Jaffier^ which Go 
vernor Holwell defpaired of realifing imme* 
diately. The neceffity of affairs obliged 
the feledl committee to deliberate ; and the 
change of Meer Jaffier^ minifters, and a 
participation of his revenues were refolved 
on, and the monthly payment of one lack 
having been precarious, the participation 
of the Company was to be commuted for 
the fole right to certain diftrids + ; In 
fhort, it was deemed indifpenfable to do 
in Bengal^ what Bujfy had found to be in- 
difpenfable, when he obtained the abfolute 
grant of the Circars. Mr. Vanjittart des- 
cribes the neceffity to have arifen from the 
change of our relation to India : '* before 
the capture of Calcutta^ 200 or 250 Ibl- 
diers compofed the whole force of Bengal: 
without feapoys, without artillery, camp 
equipage, without field allowances, with- 
out fortifications, and an innumerable train 

* Vanfitturt's Letter to the Proprietors, p. 15, 
t Ibid, page i6. 
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of Incidental articles *." When Clive left 
Bengal^ after the revolution, the number 
of men will be found to be increafed forty 
fold and the other concurrent expences in 
a much greater proportion : a fortification 
fit to command an empire fucceeded to the 
©Id fort, or fadory, at Ca\(;utta\ and an 
alliance made with the Nabob of the pro- 
vinces, by which the Company became his 
protedors, and the fole defenders of his 
country, inflead of being a fadory of mer- 
chants trading under his permiflion and good 
pleafure +. 

To bring this plan into efFe6t, Meer Cof^ 
fim was promifed the confirmation of the 
appointment of the Neabut^ to which Meer 
Jdfffier^ his father-in-law, had deftined 
him J, and the fucceffion to the govern- 
ment after Meer Jaffier\ death. He on his 
part engaged to procure us from the Nabob 
a grant of the diftrifts of Burdwan^ Mid- 

* Vanfittart^s Letter to the Proprietors, page 20. 
t Ibid. p. 21. Scrafton Sketch, p. 125 and 126. 
X Vanfitt. Narrative, Vol. L p. 41 and 74, 
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napore^ and Chittagang^ computed to pro* 
duce £, 600 yOoo per annum ♦. It was ima- 
gined this revenue would enable the Com- 
pany to defray its expences, and the Nabob 
might be permitted to enjoy the remainder. 
The failure of thefe hopes have been more 
than once related ; and at the reftoration of 
Meer Jaffier^ Mr. Vanfittart^ and Mr. Haf^ 
tings were the only members of council 
who flood forth in protecting the natives^ 
by propofing to eftabliih a bare equality in 
the inland ^rade ; and the majority prevai- 
led in maintaining that the Mogul*s Phir- 
maund eftabliflied the right to inland as 
well as to foreign trade, cujlomfret +, con- 
trary to the wife and politic reftridlions of 
Nabob Jaffier^ in 1717, when the original 
patents, addrefled to him by the Moguls 
as Nabob of the provitices, were defined, 
and carried into efFeft. 

The force in 1756 was, according to the 
higheft calculation, m Bengal^ 250 foldiers. 
When Clive left Bengal^ Mr. Scrafton ftates 

• Vanftttart's Letter, page 24. 
•f Vide Ormcy Vol. II. page 25, 
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the force in Bengal to have beea 1 200 £1^- 
ropeans and 750ofepoys; together, 8700*. 
Mr. Vimfitt^rt reckons the whole, after the 
/eturn of Colonel Ford's detachment from 
the Decafij to be in the whole Sooof. 
In 1 76 1 and 1762, Mr. Vanjittart^ on the 
neceffity of keeping a larger force at Patna^ 
and to afiifl the prefidency of Ma4ras with 
a body of fepoys for the expedition to 
Manilla, the army was a little increafed. 
In } 763 when the war with Meer C^m 
broke out, the army in Bengal confj&cd of 
1320 Europeans^ znd 8900 fepoys; toge- 
ther 10,220 J. In 1764, the year of the 
battle of Buxar^ when Sujab Dowlah had 
invaded the province with all his force, in 
the name and with the prefeuce of the 
Moguls the Englijh forces had been con- 
fiderably augmented; an army of 15,000 
men compofed the whole force of Bengal^ 
for the protedion of both fides the Ganges^ 
garrifons to the forts of Mongheer and Pat- 
nay for fecuring the pajfes^ and guarding 

• Scrafton*s Pamphlet, page 47. 

t Vanfitiarf^ Letter to the Proprietors, p. 95. 

;{: Ibid. p. 96. 
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the frontiers of Burdwan and Midnapore^ 
to which ferviccs Meer Jaffier was unable 
to contribute. The army of Colonel 
MunrOj at the battle which again efta» 
blifhed the decided fuperiority of the Eng- 
lyh in the provinces, confiftcd of 1,062 
European infantry, cavalry, and artillery, 
1,002 black cavalry, and 5,806 fepoys, 
together 7,870, including officers. 

The charges of the eftabliftiment of the 
8,000 men which Lord dive left in 1760 
was 830,000 rupees a mouthy or^f. 103, 750, 
or ^.1,245,000 per annum. 

The charges of the army in 1 764, con- 
fifting of 15,000 men, oppofed to the ex- 
pefted receipts, were. 

Lacks. Rupees. 

Per month, 2 50000 

Monthly fum which Meer 

Jafier agreed to pay while 

the war lafted - - - 5 00000 
jf.45,000 per month of the 

Company's capital - - 3 60000 
And before we come to the 

capital, we muft of courfe 
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Lackf • Rupees. 

reckon the revenue which 

the Company poScffed in 

Bengal -.*--. 4 50000 

or ^.195,000. 



■ ■ 1 



Total monthly expence^ 1 5 60000 



The annual charges of the 

army in 1764 - - . j^.2»340,ooo 

Mr* Fanfittart ftates that^ in 1767, the 
military eflablijQimenc confifted of above 
20,000 men, and would come to a monthly 
expence of 20,80000 rupeesi or ^^.260,000 
per month, or ^^.3, 120,000 per annum^ 
which he fuppofes to be nearly equal to 
the whole produce of the revenue, without 
leaving any thing to make good what we 
have engaged to pay to the Mogul and to 
the Nabob *. 

It cannot be doubted that Lord Clhe 
weighed the whole of the circumflances 
on his arrival in 1 765 ; from whatever 

♦ Vanjittarfi Letter the Proprietors, 1767, p. 102. 
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caufcs hfe former arrangement had fkiled, 
he landed at Calcutta with an impreffion of 
the neceflity of taking the whole revenues 
into the Company's hands; for previous to 
his departure after the resolution, he had 
obliged the Nabob to mortgage the revenues 
of the three diftfifts as fecurity for pay- 
merit of the reftitution and public money*. 
, His arrangement of 1757 had ftrengthened 
the fortifications and eftabliflicd an Englijh 
force adequate to the fubfidy ; the whole 
force which he confidered neceflary in 
1765 as a permanent eftablifliment wasj 
3,000 European infantry, 500 cavalry, and 
four regiments of artillery, exclufive of the 
native force Meer Jaffier had ftipulated to 
maintain when he was reftored, which was 
12,000 cavalry and 12,000 infantry: but 
neither Meer CoJJim nor Meer Jaffier could 
poffibly have maintained that force, when 
the interference of the Company's fervants, 
by their privileges, not only engroffed the 
trade, but the revenues* 

During the year 1764, Mr. Vanfittart 

* Vanfiitart\ Letter, p, 61. 
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eftimated, from the Commifiarj Generars 
accounts of camp expeoces, thdr monthljr 
amount to be between four and five lacks 
of rupees; but on account of the Com* 
panjV charges in providing militaiy fup* 
plies in Europe^ and bjr the military flore* 
ke^ier in Bengali, he found it neceflary to 
date tt^ rough eftimate of the whole to 
Aiter JiSfi^ as amounting nearly to y lacks^ 
and to urge the judice of his bearing a 
large proportion for the general defence of 
the provinces ; and it was infifted that he 
{tumid pay the Company five iacis per * 
month as kmg as the profecution of the 
war with Sujab Dow/ah required the aug* 
mentation of the military eflablifhments *. 
This fum being added to the revenue of 
the diflrids obtained from Meet Cojim^ 
enabled Mr. Fanfittart to give aid to the 
commercial concerns of the Company, but 
with the farther addition of a loan at eight 
per cent.j to remit ten lacks cd Cbifm^ in 
November, which the exigency of the army 
prevented being fent in the early part of 
the feafon : fuch was the fituation 

* Vanjiftarf% JuMa to the Proprietors^ 1767, p. io6« 
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of the Company when Lord Clive landed in 
Bengal in 1765. 

Mr. Bruce has ftated the amount of the 
army in Imim in 1782, and has remarked 
generally on the improvements introduced 
by Lord Clive when he modelled the fepoy 
corps, and blended it with the European 
army regularly officered by Cadets from 
Europe *. 

The Bengal eftablifhment during that 
war confifted of a corps of engmeers, 
three regiments of artillery, including offi- 
cers — — — 3,531 

Thirty-fix regiments of native 
infantry, and one light infantry, 

confifting of 48 1 European officers 

and 38,850 natives — — 39,531 

Four regiments of cavalry, 7a 
European^ and 2,136 natives — 2,208 



455^7^ 



• Plans for Indiuy p. 50^. 
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Some battalions of irregulars and militia, 
and the Gk)vemor*s body guard, raifed the 
total amount on the Bengal war eftablifli- 
ment in 1782 to 938 officers, 4,446 non- 
commifiioned officers and privates, Euro- 
peans ; with 49,390 natives ; in all, 54,774 
men« 

The Madras eftablifhment confided of 
one battalion of European artillery with 
officers, exclufive of La/cars — 866 

European engineer officers — 14 

Two regiments of European in- 
fantry, with officers — — 1^0 1 

One troop of cavalry, with three 
officers — — — 61 

Twenty-nine battalions of native 
infantry, 11 officers, 87 non-com- 
miffioned officers, Europeans^ with 
908 natives each ; one battalion of 
light infantry, native, with Euro- 
pean officers — Total Europeans 540 

Natives 27140 
3 ^ 
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The irregular troops, mtHtia, Sibhndy 
corps, increafed die Madras eftablifhment 
to 596 officers, 3,494 non<:ommt(fioned 
and private Eurcpeam^ and 37,085 natives, 
which, with four regiments of the Nai^oFs 
cavalry, taken into the Company's , pay, and 
one battalion of native infantry, is the 
whole force ftated by Mr. Bruce as confti- 
tuting the Madras eftabli(hment in 1782. 

The Bombay eftabliftiment in 17R2 
amounted to 243 officers, 2,040 non-com- 
miffioried and private Europeans^ and 14,396 
natives. 

" The whole of the Company's mili- 
tary eftablifhment then, at the conclufion 
of this war, was 1 12,628 men ; to which, 
if His Majefty's troops then ferving in India 
(ten regiments of Brittjh and two Hanove- 
rian) (hall be added, the whole of the 
Britifh force ferving in India may be cal- 
culated at 1 24,000 men," (of which above 
23,000 were Europeans) on their full efta- 
blifliment. The expences of fupporting 
fuch a force were calculated at ^.2, 732,1 96 ; 
but if an allowance (hall be made for batta. 
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or double pay given to the troops in the 
field, with charges for the King's troops, 
the military expences in 1782-3, from the 
accounts laid before Parliament, will ap- 
pear to have amounted to ^^^.4,000,000 per 
annum*. Having adopted the official ftate- 
ment of Mr. Bruce, of the eflablifhment, 
calculation, and aftual amount of charges 
of the army in 1782-3, 1 am able alfo to 
ftate the effeftive ftrength in the laft year 
of the war, having before me a return of 
December, 1782, which is as follows: 

^^^: S: ^poy- 
^TSs'V^^^^^^^ A9 S134 

Troops ]^g^^^ _ _ ^g6 862 13,094 

1,695 3,615 102,233 

N. B. The non-commiffioned officers arc 
included in the European^ and the native 
officers in the fepoys' ftrength : cavalry is 
not included, nor European or native inva- 
lids, peniioners, or lafcars. Cafualties 
muft have diminifhed the number at the 

* Plans for India^ p. 509. 
3 K2 
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period of the following abftrad; return of 

His Majefty^s troops in India under the 

command of Major General Stuarty on 
the I ft of Auguft/ 1 783. 

3 Colonels, 6 Lieutenant-Colonels, 11 
Majors, 59 Captains, 146 Lieutenants, ^^ 
Enfigns, 2 Chaplains, 12 Adjutants, 14 
Quarter Matters, 47 Surgeons, 1 1 Mates, 
5,555 rank and file. The King's troops 
at that time were much feparated, fome in 
the Carnatic army, others at Fort St. George^ 
at St. Thome and Poonomallee^ at the Mounts in 
the Northern Circars,, on the Malabar coaft, 
in Bengal^ fome taken in Colonel Bailey*^ 
aftion, prifoners at Bidenore^ others with 
the army fouth of the Coleroon. 

Mr. P/V/'s India bill having been adopted 
by Parliament, the Board of Control, and 
Directors revifed the eftablifhments, and 
adopted the following plan of Major Ge- 
neral Sir Archibald Campbell which was 
tranfmitted to Bengal with the general 
plan of the new Government *• 

* Letter of the Direflors to the Bengal Government, 
September 21, 1785. 
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On the approach of the late war with 
Tippoo Sultaurtj it became neceflary to aug- 
ment the King's and Company's troops : 
one troop was added to the King^s regiment 
of cavalry, and two companies to each 
regiment of infantry ; a detachment of 
245 efFeftive, ffom the royal artillery, was 
lent out under a field officer: by thcfe 
augmentations, the number of the King's 
troops ferving in India^ was about 10721. 
For the fame realbn, the Company aug- 
mented the fepoy corps, from 8 to 10 
companies in each regiment, which made 
an addition of about 12870 efFeftiyes : con- 
fequently, the eftablifhment oi European 
was then 22,549 Europeans^ and 65,718 
natives, exclufive of confederates in the 
war, the Mahrattahs znA xht Nizam. 

The {uccefles againfl: T^ippoo^ which tcr- 
mined in a peace, enabled Lord Cormvatlis 
to reduce the army ; but in what degree it 
was then reduced, and to what extent it 
has been again augmented, will be ex- 
plained by Mr. Dundas when he makes 
his next report to Parliament. So far from 
its being a matter of apology, it fhould be 
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confidered a fubjeft for praife, that Mr. 
Dundas hefitates at the final decifion 
^^ on the circumflances of embarraffment, 
which have experimentally proved the 
military arrangements in India to be de« 
fieient, and to require amendment*.'* 

The fburces of defedt lately held forth 
are neither accurate nor conciliating ; and 
although 9 neither individually nor collec- 
tively, the Indian army ought to prefume 
to dictate to Parliament, nor to define the 
rights of the Legiflature and of the Ex- 
ecutive Government of Great Britain^ yet 
the feelings of Englijhmen may be ftimu- 
lated to indifcretion, by the apprehenfion 
of intended injuftice. The fubjedt having 
been publicly difcuiled, I cannot but ob-* 
ferve, that the following fentences have 
been unfortunately feleded to give a diflind); 
view of the relative fituation of the King's 
and Company's troops in India '^. " No 
one will deny that jealoufies of a danger- 
ous kind have fubiifled between the King's 

• Plans for India, p. 512 
t Ibid, p. 514. 
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and* Company's troops : the King's officers 
have complained 9 that the Company's re^ 
gtmenfs were better paid than they were, 
and that ail the profitable ftations had been 
affigned them.** 

A reference made to papers, laid before 
Parliament in 1791, upon the motion of 
Mr. Hipfejley^ by afccrtaining that the 
King's troops had been paid in good coin, 
a months in advance, when the Company's 
troops have been from i o to 12 mmiths in 
arrears, and then paid in a depreciated cur- 
rency, invalidates the above affertion, and 
is fufficient to enfure the attention of Go- 
vernment and of Parliament to remov? fo 
injurious a diftinftion ; and the proportion 
of 1.2 ftations, now commanded by 12 
field officers of fix King's regiments, muft 
occur, if the diftindtion of the King's and 
Company^s army is not aboliflied. Other 
obfervations on the defeat of difcipline, 
occafioned by ** officers commanding £«- 
rofean regiment^ being removed to com- 
mand fepoy battalions *'' ; and the regula- 

* Plans for India^ p. 504. 
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tions, in the fame page, dated to exift, 
certainlj cannot be fupported ; and not* 
withftanding it is in another place aifert- 
ed ♦, that a fepoy regiment novr attrads 
the wifhes of a Company's officer, who 
originally looked anxioufly to the command 
of an European battalion : it cannot be 
denied by the Board of Control, " fbat 
the command of an European battalion is 
now, as it always has been, the objed of 
ambition ; becaufe, to be entitled to com- 
mand an European battalion, an officer 
muft have the rank of Colonel, while 
that of a Captain is fufficient to command 
a native corps. Every officer connnand- 
mg an European corps, has a feparate com- 
mand, and has the faireft profpe£t of ac- 
quiring a fortune ; while the officer com- 
manding a fepoy regiment, has but a pre- 
carious chance of command, and a very 
diftant profped of fortune." It cannot, 
however, be queftioned, that Lord Corn- 
nvallis is a competent judge of the com- 
parative ftate of the troops. The fingle 
corps of the Company's Europeans cmiXoy^ 

♦ Plans for India^ ?• 5*3* 



ed in the laft war, commanded by Major 
Gowdky was diflinguifhed by Lord Corn- 
wallis for its good condud:. His Lordfliip 
flates the artillery to be equal to any in 
^Europe^j which, having been greatly aug- 
mented, accounts for the lefs fightly ftate of 
the battalions of the Company's European 
infantry, " fcarcely fitted for any but garr 
rifon duty +" ; and Lord Cornwallis\ ob- 
fervation, ** that the European regiments 
were inferior in difcipline to the fepoy 
corps |,'' involves both the King's and 
Company's rqgiments. The reafon, ad- 
duced by an anonymous writer in the 
Morning Chronicle, is a probable, and 
likely to continue, a permanent reafon. 
The natives are more obedient, their limbis 
more fupple and pliant, and they do not 
enervate ^themfelves with fpirituous li- 
quors. 

It would be unjuft to impute, to the 
Company's officers, claims of prefcriptive 

* Plans for Indiaf p. 513. 
t Ibid. p. 512. 
% Ibid. p. 513, 
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rights ; they are not a northern horde uni- 
ted by cuftom, which, by long duration, 
has acquired the force of law. They 
were organized but the other day hy dive \ 
they have been brought to their prefent 
perfeftion by fuccfeffive improvements, 
which the Company ordered to be intro- 
duced frequently by general officers, bear- 
ing his Majefty's commiffion : if the Com- 
pany had really been independant of the 
ftate, and if the King had not fent de- 
tachm^nts from the army of Europe^ the 
regular army of France would have drivea 
every Englijhman from India : therefore, 
no Englijh officer in the Company's fervicc, 
when we hear of prefcript right, can mean 
any other right than the prefcript rule of 
fervice, which ought to protcift him from 
evafions and fuperceffions, injurious to his 
feelings as an officer, and to his fortune, 
and alfo injurious to the fervice. Reforms 
ought to be made only when neceifoy; 
and then the prejudices' of the reformed 
ought to be attended to, as far as the well* 
being of the ftate can admit. Lord Com- 
wallis is the foldier's friend ; and it requires 
the authority of fuch a name to organize 
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the Indian army. I fhall dcfcribc (hortly 
the ftatc of the King's and Company's fer- 
vicc at the period when ihe peace of 1 783 
iv'ith France wis proclaimed at Cuddakre. 

t 

Lord Macartney confidered the King's 
troops in India as auxiharies, and himfelf 
4is Governor, the refponfible delegate of the 
Company's authority *, for the condu<Sl of 
^the war in the Carnatic ; and fo far were 
the King's officers from being peculiarly fa- 
voured beyond the pofitive orders from "Enh 
rope^ that he annulled the ftafF appoint- 
jments Sir Eyre Coote had given to the 
Kings troops. The letter from Lord Ma- 
cartney and the Seleft Committee, dated 
3 June, 1783, to Major-General Stuart, 
was not only the caufe of mortification to 
the Englijh General, but being intercepted 
by the French^ it was tranflated, and fent 
to Europe as acuriofity : Monf. de MoiffaCj 
Major d'Efcadre to Monf. de Suffrein, fent 
it to a friend, with this remark " Je vous 
envoie la traduftion d'une lettre du Cpmitte 
de Madras au Major General Stuart ; vous 

. * View of the Englijh interefls in hdiuf page 32. 
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m^avez para la defircr ;•' ** vous y verrcz 
avec autant d'elonnement que nous, fans 
doute^ quel eft le ftyle que les agens de 
rhonorable Compagiiie employent vis-^-vU 
les Gen^raux/' In ihort the civil and mi« 
litaiy departments were then at daggers 
drawing. 

To give an idea of the Sepoys^ I (hall 
inftance the Sortie from Cuddalorey which 
clofed the hoftilities with the French vn 

1783. 

On the .25th of June, before day light, 
part of the French garrifon at Cuddalore^ 
coufifting of 900 Europeans and 600 Sepoys^ 
attacked the Englijh advanced corps. The 
field officer,* who had the charge of the 
parallel about 700 yards from the fort of 
Cuddalore^ ** ftationed the 24th Serial re- 
giment of Sepoys to line the parapet ; at 
half paft two in the morning he ordered the 
tnen to fall in on the banquette ; and about 
ten minutes after the men ftood to their 
arms, the centinels of the 24th regiment 

* The honourable Lieutenant Colonel Cathcart, 
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fired and ran in ; inftantly a (hower of muf* 
quetry followed (hem ; the firing fpread as 
far as the redan and the battalion on its left* 
The working parties, artificers, pioneers, 
&c. on the commencement of the fire, 
pu(hing to the rear, broke through the re- 
ferve : the morning was very dark ; the 
noife and halloing of the workmen and 
the whizzing of the (hot made the fecond 
line miftake them for the enemy ; they 
were feized with a momentary panic ; while 
the Sepoys in tlje banquette defended them- 
felves nobly ; perceiving the confufion which 
was in the rear, and being fenior officer to 
Major Cotgravej I went to aflift in bring- 
ing back thefe troops ; the European de- 
tachment, of 70 men, difperfed ; mofl: of 
them ran to the camp. 1 50 European gre- 
nadiers ran near 100 yards before they at- 
tended to their officers' orders to halt ; they 
foon formed, and advanced to their old 
ground, where they were ordered to halt 
with charged bayonet, and not to fire be- 
caufe the Sepoys were in front : they were 
foon perfeftly fteady ; the battalion of «S>- 
poys^ which formed the remainder of the 
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feferve, returned, and formed on the left 
of the grenadiers. 

" The firing about this time became 
more faint, but much nearer : the French 
defeated the Bengal Sepoy Sy notwithftanding 
they had gallantly refifted them with their 
bayonets. Major Cotgrave and your hum- 
ble fervant * had walked towards the pa- 
rallel to afcertain its fit nation, and direft 
the Sepoys J if retiring from its defence, to 
go off to the left, that the fecond line might 
ppen its fire ; but they were all gone, and 
we perceived by the flafties that we were 
oppofed to Frenchmen who fired at us. I 
directed Major Cotgrave to advance with 
the Sepoy battalion of the referve and fuc- 
cour the Redan. Juft as the Major was gi- 
ving thefe orders, he was killed ; but the 
officer who commanded the Sepoy corps, 
moved on, and fired one volley after gain- 
ing the parapet ; a French captain of the 
regiment de Vtjle de France^ by a miflake, 
got among this Sepoy battalion whilfl it was 
advancing, ran its commanding officer thro* 

* Colonel Cathcart' 
3P 
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the flioulder, and was himfelf bayonetted 
Ui eight places : he had however the good 
fortune to recover. 

•^ It was fo dark that it was hardly pof- 
fible to diftinguifh friend from foe. I did 
not advance with the grenadiers; but as 
foon as the Sepoys moved on from the left, 
I ordered them to wheel to the right, be- 
caufe I every moment expctfled to fee a body 
of the enemy advancing to turn our flank : 
they had not any intention of making the 
attack I looked for ; but part of the troops 
which were on the French left, and confe- 
quently attacked our right, loft their way, 
and came up the rice field clofe to the new- 
formed front of the grenadiers ; ftumbling 
at once upon a body of men drawn up with 
charged bayonets, they called for quarter ; 
and 60 of them were difarmedi About 
the time thefe people came up the rice 
field, the reft of the enemy retired in con- 
fttfion, firing upon each other : thofe who 
had attacked the battalion which was on 
the parallel to the left of the Redan^ beha- 
ved ill ; they were SeJ>oys lately raifed ; 
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m gbing off, thby threw dawn moil of 
their afffls, 

^^ Juftflsthe^ringceafed^ ColontlOo^ihfi^ 
Who had bften at the head of th^ trobps td 
^* left, came to fee what fituation y^e trerd 
itt^ and ihforthed uai that the Chevalier isfk 
Dvtmas^ Colohel du Regiment d'Acqmtdine^ 
who comtHatided the fally, Was tnkeri ; he 
%iA heard his left advancing paft our line^ 
iuA fxlade his orderly drtini beat a charge^ 
ih hopfes to pirfilade the reft of hi^ detach^ 
Areiit to return ; he came clofe to the pa- 
rallel; nobody foUbWdd hihii, and an of- 
fiiev of Sipt^s fetzed him and his drummei*^ 

*« The enemy Sfe fn^pofed to have loft 
iStitWeen 150 and 200 men, killed and 
#6und€fd, feveral Wottnded officers wete 
l^tvtj and about 80 Etirdpeans made pri- 
foners. 

" The 24th Bengal battalion loft two 
ftand of colours^ moft of their European 
efficei^s killed ot Wounded, and 45 Sepeiys. 
iWfegor Cotgfa^e Was kilted^ and three ox 
foist European foldiers were Wounded. Th» 

3 F 2 
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merit of this repulfe ought certainly to be 
attributed to the 24th Bengal fepoys, and 
the fire of the guns and mufquetry from 
the Redan. The referve, in general, be- 
haved well after they recovered their defeat 
by the Cooleys^ except the picquet from the 
European brigade, w^hich deferved death 
for their bad behaviour." The above is an 
extract which Colonel Cathcart allowed me 
to take from his journal when I defired 
his opinion of the Company's fepoys. I 
have detailed the condudl of fepoys in a 
night attack, when they are moft fubjeft 
to panic ; and he tbld me that, at the bat- 
tle of Cuddalore^ when he was ordered to 
retreat with the European granadiers and 
73d regiment, much exhaufted and broken, 
the troops de la Mark were deterred from 
charging, by the regularity of Colonel 
Blane\ regiment of fepoys, who marched 
off in good line, under a fire of mufquetry 
and of grape. 

I was alfo informed by th^at refpedablc 
young man, in 1784, that while he ferved 
as a King's officer, '' there were feveral 
caufes of jealoufy between the component 
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parts of our Indian armies, efpeciallj in 
the Carnatic ; the allowances which the 
troops of the different prefidencies received 
on the fame fervice were not alike; the 
Bengal troops received an increase of pay 
becaule they were fbuth of the river Kiji- 
na\ the King's troops claimed the fame 
emolument in confequence of a ftipulation 
which had been made in their favour at 
home. 

" The Carnatic battalions did as much 
duty as either, upon half the pay which 
the Bengalefe received. The officers of 
His Majefly's forces command all thofe of 
the fame rank in the Company*s fervice : 
the preference is due to the King's com- 
miflion ; but this precedence is attended 
with inconvenience on duty. 

*' A Captain in the Company's fervice 
ts, in general, many years acquiring his 
rank ; he then gets a battalion of fepoys, 
which is a confiderable and profitable trufl. 

** In moft of the King's regiments ferv- 
ing in India the Captains had been a very 
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fliort time in the trmy, and haui obtaiinc4 
rank by raiiing independan^ campaniM} 
they frequently w^kc ctfi duty with vetcwn 
Captains of Cw^nattG fepQy^, who had 
ferved twenty years^ have had commandst 
ai\d eicperience which rendered them equal 
to the charge of a brigade ; the fepoy pffi? 
cer mounts hi$ picquet with a battalion, 
and, to give confidence to the fepays^ a 
Captain of His Majefty's fervice is added 
to the detail, and though he brings only 
fifty Europeans, his rank gives him the 
command of the poft ; a very mortifying 
circumAanue to the Captain commandant 
of a battalion ; and beiides an imporUnt 
trufl is confided to a comparatively inex^ 
perienced officer, 

" The gift of promotion is vefted: in the 
civil power at Madras as in Bengal, the 
bad effedts of which is felt, although, for 
feveral caufes, the difcipline of the coafi 
troops is not equally ralaxed 

. ^* The Carnatic has always been a fcenc 
of war ; the coaft officers of fepoys have 
been on conftant fervice, and oppofed to 
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a£live enemies; their military appearance 
under arms^ thor precifion in manoeuvre 
and attention to duty of many of their bat- 
talionSt do thefe troops great honour. The 
Catmttic iepoys are not men of high caft ; 
their religion does not interfere with any 
part of their difcipline ; they are hardy little 
n>en, and undergo hardfhips with chear« 
fiilnefs ; their courage is more an efFcd of 
diicipline, and a confidence in their Euro* 
peon oflBcerSy than the fire oi innate 
prowefs. 

" The Bengal fepoys have many religi- 
ous prejudices which interfere with difci- 
pline ; for inflance, ablutions, and a cuf« 
torn of flripping off their accoutrements 
and clothes before meals. They arc men 
of high cafl, and nice fenfe of honour ; 
foldiers by birth, and of a mofl athletic 
form* 

^^ Several ei the battalions with which, 
I have been on duty were in fo high order^ 
that they did honour to the officers who 
bad trained them ; by long continuance on 
fervice they had conquered many of the 
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fuperftitious cuftoms of the fcpoys ; al- 
though beneath the dignity of a Rajapout 
to dig, or carry burthens, I have feen 
whole battalions of them at work in a 
ditch, and carrying Palmyra trees for plat- 
forms; they favcd their feelings by refufing 
payment, and afferted that voluntary fa- 
tigue did not degrade them : I hardly ever 
faw a frown upon one of thefe good-natured 
fellows' countenances, though they were 
in arrears, had been two years from home, 
and diftant 12 or 1800 miles from their 
families, in a climate which did not agree 
with them: this fhcws that, with good 
ufage, the Bengal fepoys are formidable 
troops: their innate courage and athletic 
form would incline mq to prefer them to 
the fepoys of the Carnatic on equal difci- 
pline. 

" It cannot be denied that luxury, and 
the profits of the military line, have in- 
troduced mercantile J^projefts among the 
Company's officers, and promotion has de- 
pended upon the civil government and on 
friends. If a young man of the beft dif^ 
pofition, upon his arrival in Bengal j is fent 
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to an ouC'ftation, his brother officers fbon 
initiate him in their iecrets ; if he thinks 
his commanding officer over UriSt^ and he 
has intereil, his friends at the Preiidency 
procure his exchange to another canton- 
menty or leave of abfence; he ftruts up, 
and preients this defiance to his comman- 
dant, who mufl fubmit; and by a few 
fuch adventures an officer is (ickened from 
carrying on difcipline. 

** After a few years at Calcutta^ fpent in 
the height of diiiipation, and having ieen 
little of his regiment, the young officer 
perhaps has interefl to be fent on a fmall 
detached command ; judge how fit he is to 
the command of native troops, and to pro* 
ted the inhabitants of a diflrid: from op- 
preffion ; his Banyan leagues himfelf with 
the Icpoys ; they plunder the country, 
iqueeze the people, who dare not com- 
plain ; this upper fervant frequently gives 
the young commandant part of the fpoils, 
aflures him the diftriA is happy under his 
protection, and the preients are only tokems 
of their gratitude, or Bazar tythes^ the 
regular dues of his ftation ; ten to one if 
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he knew the full extent of the rokkry be 
Qccaiioned^ the officer would rather not 
have the money ; but he muft have Rupees^ 
and therefore nciakes few inquiries ; he 
£x)n becomes habituated to the receipt of 
thefe fums ; and if they iirc not frequent, 
the Banyan is difmifled and' replaced by 
another. By the time he gets a battalion 
he has faved o^oney ; if his ideas are mo- 
derate, he prepares to return with a frooil 
competency to Europe \ if he afpires to 
tank, ihould he live to attain it, he has 
greater fcope for the fame pradiices. 

>* This is the fchool of the arrny which 
defends the mdft valuable provinces. It 
may be alked, if this is a juft report of the 
Bengal army, how all thefe forts have been 
ilormed and native armies defeated by Ben& 
gal officers oppofed to them with very in- 
ferior force ? the luxury of the enemy bc- 
kig equal to theirs, they were, in this 
refpedt, on a par. The Bengal troops were 
fufficiently difciplined to change theu' pofi* 
tion in action, while their antagonifts were, 
feom their irregularity, incapable of evolu- 
tions, and had very bad artillery oppofed to 
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^ M^^ifi^ ^H pieces, which were nu* 
IR^aiAs »n4 well fcrved. Bengal hat pro* 
jiukced fomQ capital pfiicer^i whofe merit i$ 
^ greater on account of the bad fchool 
111 wjJMch they were fornxecL** Such ha* 
Ytfig beeii the impartial flate of the army 
when Lord Cornwallis entered on his go^ 
vernment, it is obvious great aherations 
gppe^ed to b^ neceilary. If the European 
tfopps hav« h^en augmented, the army ha$ 
|)ecome nK)re efiedlve ; but it ftill remains 
|Q> introduce the neceflary meafure which 
i was encouraged by the fame friend to 
believe pra^icable. 

^* Arrangements inight be made which 
Vfcyuld he conducive of harmony in our 
Jndi^ arinies if alii the troops fe^ved one 
faj^er ; but it never can be ihe caie fe 
liO^g as ^parate inte^efts are fuppoied to 
exi(| : the King'iJ officers, with fuperior 
j»tik> ef p^ aU the comnaands ; the Com-- 
pany's officer^ con^df^r them as intruders, 
depriving them of rewards due to long 
fervices or k>f? of heakb. As this is my 
opinMQ^ \ have B<evei turned my thoughts 
^bl^n ifryice^ but osk the. idi^a of th^ 
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military government being in the hands of 
His Majefty exclufively, or folely in the 
Company ; in either of which cafes, an 
Englijh officer or foldier might eafily be 
eftabUfhed on a more refpe£l:able footing 
than the Britijh Conftitution in Europe can 
admit of. 

*' Hindojtan is accuftomed to a military 
government ; an army may be kept in dif- 
cipHne and protedl the rights of the natives 
without exciting their jealoufy ; a judicious 
ufe of our refources ought to render the 
Britijh arms paramount in India j but lux- 
ury and abufes have pervaded both the 
military and civil fervice : yet it does not 
follow that great retrenchments of pay and 
allowances would be folid economy. I 
fhould prefume, if the troops were equally 
and well paid, but kept in difcipline, our 
affairs will be more likely to profper than 
if reduflions of pay were adopted fuited to 
the idea of expence in Europe. 

*' It cannot be expefted that officers of 
credit will go 4,000 leagues from their na- 
tive country, to fight againft a hot climate, 
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and pafs their lives abfent from friends 
who are moft dear to them, unlefs thefe 
diiadvantages are in fome meafure counter^ 
balanced by emoluments which enable 
them to fupport their rank genteely." 

There appears only one fubje(Sl of well- 
grounded alarm to the Indian army at this 
time, and it is a fubjedl of difficulty and 
delicacy to decide. It is fuppofed, that 
all the officers of Indian regiments of Eu- 
rbpeans are intended to be made King^s 
officers, and their rank in the field with 
the King's European regiments, fent out 
on extraordinary emergency, will be ac- 
cording to. the general army lift ; and it is 
imagined that the European officers attached 
to the fepoy fervice will be totally excluded 
from the eftabUfliment of European regu- 
larsr This, in a great degree, would imi* 
tate the French fyftem. The French army 
at Cuddalore^ m June, 1783, confifted of 
the regiments de la Marck, les Allemandsj 
Royal RouJJillon^ d^AuJlraJie^ d^Acquitaine ; 
detachments from the regiments de Vljle 
de France^ de Foret, de la Legion de hau* 
zun^ ou Folontaires Etrangersy & de Bour- 
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hfly and thf te eompdnlni of J^wtipMH brti^ 
lery. Tb6 whob df tbdir f^^poys iiObi 
800 (^^^<r^ (trdflg and active ftffiftatiM t^ 
iheir artilkry< Theif *\ixiliafks 4 Rajfk^ 
Jahs of ^i}^6c? iS'^i^'s idfantiy^ abotit tiMO 
men, 4000 Myforean cavalry, commanded 
by Siyd Saheb. The wboki arifiiy 9ttd fleet 
iva9 under the command of Cbe Mftr^ukf di 
Bujjyi and he reinforced the garfifbn Otl 
the 24th of June U'ith lloo EufUfiilUi 
and, withotit endangering the f«bfety o# tk« 
ihipd^ he might have attempted atiy p^rYl-^ 
eular attack with 5000 Europeans ; biit #*-« 
giments unfeafoned to the dirrtate bstd 
many great difadvantiges. l^he Ffetteb 
fepoys Were at all times as a degraded (&&fpii 
and the European officers fervifig in it Were 
treated by the King^s officers de hout en kds^ 
infomuch that ortly adventurers were ifl- 
dined to ferve in their native regiments. 
The fuperiority^ and indeed the excel-' 
lenee, of the Brltijh fepoys hai^ ariferf froM 
ibe European and fcpor regitteftfs being 
oflkered from the farfte lift, whieb prtW'ed 
at the fame time a eorre<aite to the flow 
and regular rife without pinrchafe, wfei6h 
oi3»gfot f^ be frrmly adliered to ; eoiife- 
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quentlj I have been bng of opinion, that 
die Reparation of the Europtan officers of 
fepoys from tbofe of the European regi* 
ments in InMa^ would not only occaikm 
imiverial difiatisfadionf but would fnaie* 
fiaUy injure both the fepoy and European 
€Oip$ : as tt is, the promotion of the 
Compan/s army is fufficiently flow, there 
being Engfins lo. Lieutenants 20, Majors 
and lieutenant-Colonels 25 to 27, and 
O^oels 30 years (landing ; if tb^ roie in 
pfoponbn to the army of Great Britain 
diere could be no juft complaint ; and in 
ttfiies of peace, the officers on the Indian 
eftaUiflraient ought to be indulged with 
leave of abience for health, or for their 
]vtvate affairs, withoi^ being deprived oi 
their prcnnotioo or pay ; but the period of 
^toCtncc ihould be made compatible with 
liie difeipline of troops, and with juflice 
10 the tnafs of officers, who mufl have 
their turn of abience, and not be obliged 
to do the duty of thofe who have intereft 
to protraft their leave of abfence : and it 
witi be juft and prudent to anticipate the 
requeft of the Indian army. As to a 
corps of engineer Cadets^ Mr. Pitt 
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may find a paper addrefled to him in April 
or May, 1788, by a perfon who did not 
fupport his meafures, explanatory of this 
opinion ; and the meafure flill being under 
the confideration of Government, farther 
obfervation to elucidate what I have already 
faid on this fubjedt * in the foregoing pages 
would be fuperfluous. If we confider the 
probable confequences of the general fyf- 
tem oi India which has been eftabliflied 
fince 1 784, we muft augur well for Britijb 
India ; the chain of fubordination is com- 
pleted, and the different prejudices can no 
longer counteradt each X)ther. If proper 
perfons are not felefted for important of- 
fices, the fault is not imputable to the aft 
of Parliament ; and if a doubt can exifl 
whether military honour will be lefs fecure 
under the dired order of the Crown than 
they have been, let them read Sir Eyre 
Cootes pathetic minute on the records of 
the Supreme Council on his laft departure 
for the Carnatic. 

* 

The fame apology which was good pre- 

* IntroduiStion, p. xxxviii* 
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vious to 1 78 4, cannot be admitted by the 
Commiffioners and Directors under the 
prefent aft : the power of Briti/h India 
may have its full efied, and the errors and 
counteradtion of former times may be 
avoided. How could a Governor, of abi- 
lities and honour equal to Lord Macartney^ 
intuitively manage the Camatic and efti- 
mate the refpedlive fervices? In reading 
the letter from the Prefident and Select 
Committee of Madras to the Commander 
in Chief, dated the 3d of June, 1783, wc 
mufl: fee the fallacy of commanding Gener 
rals by precedent, without weighing the 
r<elative circumftances of the periods. The 
reference to the force with which Gener4 
iMwrence drove the French from India^ 
could not be decifive of the force necelTary 
to attack Cuddalore in 1 783 ; nor the march 
of Sir Eyre Cooie^ in 1782, to vi(3:ual f^el- 
iarej could not be a rule of reprobating the 
flow progrefs of General Stuarfs arnjy, 
ftated to be only three miles a day ; wjien, 
in the former cafe, the carriage bullocks 
were fuflSycient for that fervice, though it 
is known that the Government could only 
prpvide one third of the number which 
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that general required^ as neceiSiry for the 
general fervice of the campaigti ; and in 
the latter cafe, the want of carriage bul^ 
locks making it neceilary to moveieveral 
marches in advance, and fend back the 
cattle with an efcort to bring up the refi- 
due of grain which had been Ith mdepot^ 
would make the average work of the bul- 
locks by no means to correfpond with the 
average advance of the army. The anxi^ 
of extinguifhing the Frmch powev M^Tnti^ 
dalore before Tippoo returned fromi Bifde^ 
n&re^ was naturally an ob|eft to flitoutete 
exertion ; but the Madras Qovefnnienc 
mufl have lamented not having ftpength*- 
ened the northern army, inftead of quefi^ 
tioning the propriety of that requifkiMi^ 
when the Englijh army having forced the 
lines, deflfled from battering the forr of 
Cuddakrcy becaufe,.had the curtain been laid 
open, the force in the fort was too great 
for the Englijh army to ftorm it after Su^ 
rein had returned ; but had the detachment 
from the fouthern army arrived, an aiiault 
might have been fuccefsful; fbrtunac^ly 
the dilemma vanifhed on the arrival of the 
Deputies with the preliminaries of peace. 
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The GoranfDCDt ordered the army to r^ 
Cum to Madras f which General Bruce wa$ 
maUe to obey for want of czniage bul- 
locks; as an expedient. General Bruce 
was ordered to leave the artilleiy and 
flores upon receipt under commifllaries in 
Cmddabre^ wherc^ it was not doubted, die 
polireneis of MonC de BuJ^ would give 
tlieai room until Cuddalore was given up 
to us, or it was convenient to fend for 
then: this order was remonfbated againil^ 
and thought too unmilitarjr and humilia- 
ting to be comfrfied with ; in the mean 
time die camp followers periihed^ after the 
peace, from want of provifions, and die 
relief did not reach the Eng/i/b ^CuJJahre 
dli the loth of July^ 1 783* The Go^etik- 
muoA muft have repented its hzfkj cenfute 
of the military, if it weighed the reladvc 
circumibnces of the French and Knglijb^ 
on the fuppofition that the interval from 
die fiiipenfion of hoftilities to the 20th of 
Juty had been a continuation of warfare. 
The drcumflances which influenced die 
temper of the civil and military coundls of 
Britijb India at that time are well flated by 
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Colonel Futtarttm * : that officer has given 
a very full detail of the operations of the 
ibuthem army, which he joined with the 
King*s troops in Odober, 1782, when 
Colonel Lang^s command to the fbuth of 
the Cokroon was made refpedable. He 
was ordered by General Stuart to join the 
army deftined to attack the French at Cud-^ 
ialort ; but before he could join the Com- 
mander in Chief, Colonel Fullarton was 
appointed by the Madras Governtnent to 
fucceed Colonel Lang; and when hoftilities 
with the French ceafed, the fouthem army 
became the moft refpe£l:able army in the 
^Carnatic. It would have been fortunate if 
his command had commenced at an earlier 
period of the war, his narrative then would 
have included the progrefs of Colonel 
Humberjion on the Malabar coaft, and no 
one would have done juftice to a deceafcd 
friend with more ability, for he had looked 
up to him as an officer, and when he con- 
fidered him as a man, Colonel Fullarton 
had valued himfelf in the diftinftion of 
being the friend of Colonel Huinberjioiu 

• A View of the EngUJh Intercfts in Itidia, p. 32, &Cr 
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The countenance which Lord Macartney 
gave to Colonel Humberjloris ideas of pro- 
moting offenfive opperatious againfl TUppoo 
was very judicious ; but when that officer 
was ordered to join General Mathews at 
Onorej the whole ftrength of the Carnatic 
ought to have been directed againfl the 
French ; poffibly Lord Macartney did not 
know that the Bombay Prefidency had orr 
dered Colonel HumberJiorC % army from the 
Zamorines country, for at that period the 
W^^t of unity of plan facrificed the public 
fervice. 

A letter from Bombay falfely reprefented 
Colonel Humberjion^s being defeated, and 
having loft all his baggage, which letter, 
printed in the EngHjh papers, was all we 
heard pf that officer ; and it is remarkable 
bow deficient the Mfidras Government was 
in local information and circumftances of 
the country. When Colonel FuUarton z^- 
preached P^^rg-^/rA^rry, in November, 1 783, 
a " near infpedlion of its ftrength imprefled 
him with ferious apprehenfions that much 
time might be wafted in its redudion * ; " 

♦ A Vi^w of the Englijh Interelb in India^ p. 163, 
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and he was minute in a defcription of the 
place, ** bccaulc its confequence and local 
fituation were not accurately kifbwn to 
Europeans^ :^^ fuch had been the dilemma 
of Colonel Humberfton the preceding year. 
That officer had, however, taken poft at 
fAangaree in 0<Sober, 1782, and leaving 
in that fort ftores and (ick, under a proper 
guard, he had advanced with four field 
pieces and two amufcttes, and in force re- 
connoitred Palagatchefry. By the general 
orders, of which I have a copy, the jour- 
nal he fent to me having never arrived, I 
know that he left Mangaree the i^tb of 
Oftober; and Odlober 19, 20, and 21 were 
employed in marching round PalagaU 
cherry \ and having afcertained its ftrength, 
he received reports of ^ippoo being expect- 
ed, and being without hopes of reinforce- 
ments from Colonel Lang\ army, he re- 
treated to Mangareej where he remained 
till the 1 1 th of November, when he fell 
back to Ramgurriej and made his difpofi- 
tion to retire to Paniani\ if his Hircarabs 

• 

• A View of the EngUJh Interefts in India^ p. i66, 
t Colonel Humberjion's correfpondance with Lieute- 
nant Groves from his difitrtnt ftationsi in tbe monthn 



[ «23 ] 

confirmed the tumour of T'lppoo^i approach ; 
and io excellent were his arrangements, 
that although Tippoo with his army appear- 
ed two hours after his Hircarahs brought 
him certain intelligence of his arrival from 
the Camaticj he detached his irregulars- by 
the hills, imprafticable for his baggage, and 
made good his retreat to Paniani^ in the 
face of Tsppoo'% army, without the lofs pf 
bis iick, his flores, or his artillery, on the 
1 8th and 19th of November, 1782; whea 
be arrived at Paniani^ Colonel Macleod had 
juft landed; Colonel Humberjlon^ in his 
tuHH "was thereby fuperfeded, in a moment 
moft critical to his glory ; in the eftimation 
pf his profeflional friends he acquired it, 
by ei^ding a mofl: difficult talk, the rt^ 
treat of infantry 'in the face of a luperior 
body of cavalry : he laboured hard for fame ; 

of Oilober and November^ 17829 (hew the precarious 
(ituation in which his army was for Want of every ne« 
ceflary ; and the journal of. Lieutenant Groves ^ com- 
mander of the armed tranfport the Pondicherry^ fhew 
|he. :&cal and adivity of that officer in complying with 
his diredions. It is remarkable Lieutenant Groves had 
been employed, with the fame rank, at the fame place^ 
and on the fame fervice, thirty years before, patronized 
by Sir C. SaUndcrs and Sir £. Hughes. 
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and his zeal, as fecond in command, did not 
abate, even when he was ordered to join 
General Mathews ; and he was obliged to 
take leave of his mofl favourite fchemes 
for the benefit of his country, and was re- 
moved ftill farther from the command* 

I infert an extract from four of Colonel 
HumberJlofC % letters, which will (hew that 
a military voyage of armed tranfports is 
unlike a voyage of four months in a Com- 
pany's (hip, and to claim for him a portion 
of merit in firft ftriking out the proper 
mode of protedling the Carnatic. When 
Colonel Fullarton was flopped in his career 
of honour, he was mafter of Palagat cherry^ 
and was confulting whether it would be 
better to move down to Paniani for ftores, 
and proceed to attack Seringapatam by the 
pafs o( Dalmacherry^ or to i-eturn with the 
ftores and proceed through the Coimbetorei 
but his views were finally turned to the 
forts of Settimungulum and Ardenille^ as the 
eafieft way to Seringapatam^ when the or- 
ders from the above-mentioned Madras 

♦ View of the Englljh Interefts* p. 16.9, 
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Deputies direded all pofts, &:c. to be eva« 
cuated which had been taken after the 26th 
of July, 1785, which the Madras Govern- 
ment^ by their minutes of confultation, 
ordered to be obeyed. 

The late war with ^ippoo began at the 
point at which Colonel Fullarion left off: 
Lord Comwallisj by conne^ng his forces, 
and directing them by Bangalore to Tlppoo^s 
capital, in the fecund campaign, elFeded 
the brilliant fervice* The confequences of 
unity in the fervice, and defined powers 
vefted in a Governor General, appear ftrong* 
ly by contrafting the periods. 



CaJlioi/f on the Malaiar CoaRf 
Sqytanber 2d, 1782. 

Dear Sir, 

AN opportunity of writing to Europe 
has occurred very unexpedcdly ; we have 
juft heard at this place that the Indiamea 
iail this month for Rngland from Bombay \ 
fuch an opportunity could not have occurred 
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at a more unfeafonable time, as tiie rainy 
leaibn is juft over^ and our trcx>ps tXK)k the 
field this morning. The hurry and confii* 
fion attending our preparations for the 
field will prevent my writing to you fo 
fully as I wifti ; I have kept a very regular 
journal of our voyage and adventures, and 
was making an extraft from it for your 
entertainment, but a fevere dyfentery, 
(which had very near put an end to my 
adventures,) and the hurry fince I recor 
vered of getting ready to march, will pre- 
vent your receiving this precious morceaui 
I will, however, finifli it when I have lei- 
fure. It contains very learned difquifitions 
on the fea fcurvy, very excellent advice 
with regard to armed tranfports and fecret 
expeditions, and a comparative view of the 
difference between fighting in the Houfe of 
Commons and at fea, particularly with a 
50-gun (hip and a frigate againft a 74 : 
but all this I muft defer till another oppor- 
tunity ; I fhall at prefent content myfelf 
with giving you a very ihort account of 
our adventures fince we came into the 
Jfpdian Teas. 
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After the £id buiinefs of Saldanha baj, 
and Mr. Jobn/on^s departure^ we made for 
die ifland of yobanna ; we were fhort of 
proirtfioDs, on an allowance of a quart of 
water per day, and our men ill of the icur- 
vy: in this fituation we were becalmed 
between -Madagafcar and the main of Jifri^ 
coj where we were pretty nearly broiled ; 
and when we arrived at the ifland of Jo^ 
bamtaj our (hip exhibited the moft fhock- 
mg fpedade of mifery and diflxefs that 
ever I was witnefs to; and ibme of the 
vefl^s were worfe, few better, than we 
were* We 16ft very near a third of the 
men on board between the Cafe and JtH 
bamia : we had, as you know, feventeen 
officers in the cabin all the paflage, and 
at the time I mention, no iefs than (even 
fick at one time. To be crammed for a 
twelvemonth into twenty-two feet (quare, 
with feventeen people, who ate, drank^ 
flept, ihifted, and wafhed themfelves in 
that one apartment, was what you may 
call a comfortable fituation ; but when fb 
many of ducCe were fick in their births^ 
it became really too much to bear : Catb^ 
cart and myfelf were fb fortunate as t» 
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prcferve our healths during the whole paf- 
fage ; but after the difappointment of all 
our expedations, a. general dejeftiori pre- 
vailed ; and the uncommon length of the 
paliage, and confinement on board fuch< 
Crowded (hips, impaired every conftitution 
more or lefs ; even thofe who hid no ab-^ 
folute illnefs, (howed, by their pale, fickly 
countenances, that they had fufFered by 
the voyage^ The ifland of Johanna reco- 
vered our fcorbutic men furprizingly, and 
was of fervice to us all, except an unfor* 
tunate party of Highland officers, who all 
pitched their tents together in a moft beau- 
tiful valley, whidh proved one of the moft 
fatal fpots I ever heard of. They were all 
feized with fevers, fome before we left the 
ifland, others foon after our embarkation ; 
eleven died out of fifteen who compofed 
the party ; and two officers of the 98th 
were, when they left us, dying of the 
confequences of that fever: almoft all their 
fervants died ; and eleven women from the 
Pondicherry^ who had a hut in the fame 
valley to wa(h our linen, every one died. 
When I went on fhore, they had pitched 
my tent in the centre of them ; but I hap-». 
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pened very luckily to have ftudied Lind 
very hard during the voyage, and I ob* 
ferved that this valley had every appearance 
of thofe fituations which he cautions you 
to avoid; it was (hut up from the iea 
breeze, and the beautiful woods which 
furrounded it on every fide made it damp^ 
and prevented the free circulation of air ; 
I accordingly ftruck my tent, in fpite of 
all the reproaches I received for deferting 
the Highlandersj and pitched pretty high 
on the fide of a neighbouring hill, in a 
very dry foil, and expofed to the fea breeze ; 
.Ffdlartdn pitched his near mine; Cathca^t^ 
HutghifoUj and a colony, about equal in 
number to that in the valley, was formed 
odLthe hill; the advantage of fituation, and 
the f neceffity of attending to it in hot cli- 
mates, could not be more ftrongly marked; 
not one of our colony on the hill fufFered 
the Iwfl illnefs, but were, on the contrary, 
much better in bur healths after we left 
the ifland; Fullarton in particular, who 
landed very ill, recovered during our flay 
there. When we left Johanna we expe^*^ 
ed to be at Bombay in a fortnight, inflead 
of which^ after being two inonth$ at fea. 
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we found ourfelves at Mortbaty on the 
coafl of Arabian and as the monfbon was 
dire^y againft us, our expedbtions of 
reaching Bombay was more diftant than 
ever. In this miferable and barren fpot^ 
the General and Captain Aims^ of tlie Mon^ 
mouthy agreed in opinion, that it would be 
proper for the men of war to lofe no time 
in joining Sir Edward Hughes^ as St^rmnh 
^uadron would give the French too great 
a fuperiority ; they accordingly left us, 
taking great part of the 98 ch regiment 
with them, and left me in comniand af 
the reft of the troops. Fullarion and others, 
who were going on, condoled with me oa 
being left, and thought it a difagreeable 
circumftance ; I was myfelf of a very dif- 
ferent opinion:; I thought that from the 
various unforefeen occurrences of war, it 
was a great chance that we might not meet 
with General Meadows again ; in which 
cafe I might land in India with a refpec- 
table body of troops, and might probably 
get fome of the Company's added to them, 
and obtain an independent command : all 
this has happened. 
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When the men of war who left us came 
to Bombay^ Sir E. Hughes with the fleet 
was on the other coaft; they had failed 
and left orders at Bombay for the tranfports 
to follow them immediately. On proceed- 
ing down this coafl. Captain Smithy of the 
San Carlos^ and myielf received intelligence 
of the French fleet's being daily expeded 
dt Ceylon ; this obliged the (hips to return 
to Bombay^ and, on the way up, I landed 
ibe troops here in February laft. This 
place was juft taken by Major Abingtoni 
but the enemy remained in the country in 
force, and Hyder fent a reinforcement un- 
der the command of MugJum Ali Khan^ 
his brother-in-law. Major Abington had 
been a very fortunate man; he found it 
flduch more for his interefl: to remain in 
the command of the town of Callicut than 
to take the field under my command: 
when I found the enemy were within fif. 
teen miles of this place, I iniifted on his 
joining his troops to mine, and proceeding 
^ainft the enemy ; he begged leave to re- 
fign, to which I very readily confented^ 
and he went to Bombay. His refignation, 
and his^ objedions to move, would have 



[ 834 ] 

led me into a fcrape had I been unfuctfefs- 
ful ; I Ihould, in that cafe, have been ac- 
cufcd by every one of raflinefs and obfti- 
nacy, in negledling the advice of an officer 
who knew the country, and who, fooner 
than co-operate in fuch meafures, retired 
from his command. I was, however, more 
lucky ; on the 7th of laft April I came 
up with Mugdum Alt Khan^ commonly 
called Mugdum Sahebj and with a fmall 
part of my troops gave him a total defeat ; 
he himfelf, feveral principal* officers, and 
between three and four hundred men, fell 
in the a£):ion ; his force confifted of about 
3,000 foot, near i ,000 horfe, and four 
pieces of artillery : I am afhamed to name 
my number, they were fo few, that you 
will think me rafh to have ventured an 
adlioq. In confequence of this adion, the 
enemy evacuated all this country, which 
belonged formerly to a Gentoo Rajah ^ called 
the Zamorine^ whom I reftored to his pof- 
feffions. The enemy retired to a fort called 
Palacatcherryy which commands the only 
pafs that is in the mountains which fepa- 
rate this country from Hyder Allys. I 
attempted to march up the country to 
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tedocc this fort, but the rainy (eaibii 
cmniog on much fboner than ufual^ com* 
pelled me to return, and gave me a dyfen* 
tery by which my conftitution has received 
the fevered (hock it ever fufbined. 

The rainy feafon being over, I opened 
the campaign this day. I mean firft to re* 
duce Paliacatcberry ; and if I fucceed in 
diat^ I have many eligible pbns afterwards^ 
the preference of which muft be determin* 
ed by circumftances. If I am fortunate^ 
I may aik to leave this country with 
credit* 



:=£ 



Tillicherry, on the Malabar (Uajlf 
December 29, 1782* 

Dear Sir, 

I H AV E (hot {o many letters at you, 

that I can have no doubt of fome of them 

having reached you. I (hall, therefore^ 

take it for granted that you know of my 

having had the command of a fmall army 

on this coaft fince laft March, — ^that you 

3H 
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have received my letters, mforrriiiig you of 
my having defeated Mugdum Saheby ai^d 
aftervtards Goolam Odin^ before the faitia i 
ind of my intention of going up to Palis^ 
cat cherry this Campaign, the fortrefs which 
commands the pafs, through the Balagate 
Mountains, to the Coromandel Coaft. I 
have told you in my other letters, how my 
march to this important fortrefs drew upon 
me Tippoo Saheb^ Hyder\ bcft general, and 
eldeft fon, with an army of 30,060 men 
and 24 pieces of artillery ; and I have given 
you the circumftances of our retreat beforfc 
this formidable army, with only 2000 men; 
in which we marched 36 miles without 
flopping, and crofled 3 large rivers in their 
face, without lofing a fingle piece of bag- 
gage or artillery. I juft rpention the heads 
of thefe circumftances, left you (hould 
not have received my other letters ; and I 
fliall continue what has fince happened.— 
Tht place to which I direfted my retreat 
is a town, called Ranianiy about a degred 
and i to the fouth of this place, a ftrong 
poft, and in which I had my magazines* 
On my arrival there, I found Colonel Afac-^ 
Uod^ of the .42d, who being my feiiior 
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officer^ of courfe, took the command. A 
few days after our arrival, and before we 
had time to ftrengthen ourfelves by any 
works, Tippoo Saheb attempted to force us. 
Monf. Lally planned and conduced the at- 
tack ; they were repulfed with the lofs of 
upwards of lopo men killed and wounded; 
amongfl whom were* two French captains 
of Monf^ Lallyh corps, Goolam O^Din^ 
commiflioned officer for Hyder before Tip*- 
pod's arrival, and feveral ^principal officers. 
• On this fevere check, tippoo retired about 
eight miles from us, and lay there inaflive 
feveral days : during that time we worked 
hard, and intrenched ourfelves completely. 
We expefted and wifhed he would again 
attack us, inftead of which he at once 
moved off to the eaftward by very rapid 
marches, ' and, to oiir furprife, withdrew 
his whole force to the other coaft. We 
have received intelligence of Hyder% death, 
though not yet pofitively confirmed, which 
accounts for his Condydl. It is too long a 
detail for me to explain to you all the rea- 
fons which induced me to imdertake this 
expedition, or the political confequences it 
n\2^ have, (or even has had) on the gene«^ 

3H2 
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ral ifluc of the war. The Prcfidcncy of 
Bombay^ under whofe orders I am placed 
bj the commander in chiefs is extremely 
mortified, that a King^s officer (hould^ in 
fpite of them, retain, for fb long a time, 
the command of their troops; they, there- 
fore, very generoufly left me 12 months 
without money, or ftores, or orders, fiilly 
determined to difapprove of any plali I 
adopted. The Prefidency of Madras^ on 
the contrary, have the fame opinion of 
the expedition that I have, and have felt 
the good confequences of it, although not 
fuccefsfuL I have, therefore, general cen- 
fure from Bombay^ and thanks from Ma- 
dras. The prefent plan of the Prefidency 
of Bombay will, I fliould imagine, be liable 
to much cenfure. They have withdrawn 
all the troops from the Callicut territories, 
and have fent down their Commander in 
Chief, Brigadier- General Mathews^ with a 
very confiderable addition of force to attack 
Hyder's provinces, to the northward of 
Mangalore. The confequences of abandon-* 
ing Callicut are terrible; we have ufed 
every means in our power to induce the 
NasrSf the inhabitants of that province, to 
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join us ; in confequence of which, they 
revolted from Hyder^s Government, and 
gave us every fupply and affiftance, and 
joined us in coniiderable numbers : in re- 
turn, we abandoned them, without re- 
morfe, to the mercy of a moft implacable 
enemy; and any man who is acquainted 
with the maxims of Hyders Government, 
and has been witnefs to the cruelty of his 
punilhments, muft be ihocked when he 
refleds on the fufFerings that will inevita- 
bly be inflicted on thefe unfortunate people. 
It muft be totally deftruftive of all future 
confidence on this coafl, as to our alliance 
alone they will very juftly attribute the 
calamities they will fufFer. . If, however, 
the abandoning our friends and allies Was 
juflified by ftaie ncceffity, or even by the 
attainment of any much more important 
obje^l, it might be vindicated by the max- 
ims of Machiavelian policy; but I think 
this does not appear to be the cafe. The 
only object of military operations againft 
Hyderh pofTefSons on this coaft, is to com- 
pel him to quit the Carnatic ; for the peo- 
ple have at laft difcovered, that Sir Eyre 
Coote*s excuriions in the Carnatid^ and his 
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fruitlefs viftories, have very little tffeOi on 
the iffuc of the war. While Hyder con- 
tinues in the Carnatic^ he is, and muft be, 
abfolute mafter of the country ; our gar* 
rifons, even Madras itfelf, can proteft only 
within the reach of its guns : when our 
army marches out, they arc pretty rnuch 
in the fame fituation, and furrounded on 
every fide by innumerable bodies of cavalry, 
command only the ground they occupy. 
They derive no advantage from thefe ex- 
curfions ; they find the country laid wafle 
on every fide of them ; nor can they pro- 
cure a day's provifion beyond what they 
bring with them from Madras. Our army 
has never been poflefTed of conveyance for 
above 20 days' provifion, and confequently 
never equal to any enterprifc of moment. 
Hyder^ on the contrary, has the mofl am- 
ple conveyance for artillery, ftores, and 
provifions ; pofTefTed of this advantage, 
and commanding an army of natives of the 
climate, and confifling chiefly of cavalry, 
he* can march 30 miles vehilc we march 
10, and confequentfy carries on the war in 
the manner he prefers. He knows, as 
well as Sir Eyre^ the day on which he will 
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be compelled to return to Madras iot pro- 
vifiojis.; and during the time our army con- 
tinues in die Held, he either harraflcs them 
incefiantly, or, if he thinks he has any ad- 
vantage, gives battle. We have, on thefc 
occaiions, always defeated him ; but what 
advantage can an army, like ours, derive 
irom vidory ?— Experience proves that we 
derive no advantage whatever ; we drive 
Hydir frcMii the field, but wc can neither 
take his artillery, nor prevent his retreat ; 
every man we lofe on thefc occafions is 
valuable to us, and though he fhould loie 
ten for one, it is a matter of no confequence 
to him. He, therefore, fights with every 
advantage: vvSioxy is of no avail to us, 
and one defeat would be utter ruin. It is 
^evident, from thef<? circumftances, that 
while Hyder can carry on the war, in a 
great meafure, at our expence, and while 
his own dominions are untouched, and his 
refources unimpaired, we may be certain, 
he will never relinquifh fo valuable an ol> 
jtOi as the acquifition of the Carnatk. It 
is equally evident that, if you can invade 
his territories, he muft return for their de- 
fence ; and if you can fupport an army in 
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his country, you retaliate upon him the 
game he is now playing upon you, and 
fight him with his own refburces. His 
dominions reach from the interior part of 
the peninfula to the coaft of Malabar ; and 
on that coaft are fituated many of his largeft 
towns, and richeft and moft fertile pro- 
vinces. The neighbourhood of the fca 
and many large rivers give us every advan- 
tage for the conveyance of ftores and pro- 
vifions ; and many of thefe provinces are 
late conquefls, and the inhabitants averfe 
to his government. It is aflonifliing how 
all thefe advantages have been fo long over- 
looked, and even now they are made 
ufe of, how feebly, and in a manner not 
by any means adequate to the very great 
advantages which might be derived from 
them. The provinces of Canara and Onore^ 
againft which we are at prefent proceeding, 
are very valuable, and are on the confines 
of the Mahrattah dominions, from whom 
Hyder^ fome years ago, took fome confider- 
able poffeflions ; and from our bending our 
efforts this way, I hope we expert the 
Mahrattah^ to join us ; in that cafe, we 

ihall receive from thero every thing we 
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wont, — conveyance for ftores and pro- 
vifions, and a large body of cavalry ; fuch 
a junction would (hake Hydtr\ power to 
the center, and even his capital might falL 
But if this expedition is undertaken without 
a view of fuch jun&ion, we cannot proceed 
fax from the coafl, nor make any impreffion 
of confequence. On the contrary, we 
might have been able to do fomething ef- 
feduaU by entering his country through 
the pafs of Palacatcberry. A Ivgc army 
has been formed on the other coaft at T^an- 
jore, which has now marched to the weft- 
ward of Tricbifiopoly y under the command of 
Colonel Ljang. The magazines, which 
Mr. Sullivan^ the Chief of ^anjorCf has 
formed at Tricbinopoly^ and the quantity of 
draught and carriage cattle he has colle£ted, 
are, in proportion to the army, far fuperior 
to any yet formed this war in Imiia. The 
plan concerted between SuUhan^ Colonel 
Lang, and myfelf, was to form a junction 
of our two armies in Hyder's intermediate 
country ; or if the approach of a larger 
army ihould render it impoflible for me to 
take Paliacatcbtrryy Colonel laong propoied 
marching acrofs to that fortrefs, and by 
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that means effe<fling a juii(2ion; our two 
armies^ if fuppiied in the manner Sullivan 
has undertaken, would have been equal to 
Hyder^s whole force ; and by marching tb 
the northward, would be in the very center 
of his dominions, and at no great diftance 
from his capital. A ftrokc fo decifive muft 
have drawn him from the Carnaticy and as 
we were in a ftate to maintain ourfelves in 
his country, if our grai\d army frxJm 
Madras could by any means have been able 
to follow him, the confequences would 
probably have been decifive of the war. 
If, on the Bombay plan at prefent purfued, 
they have views of a jundion with the 
Mahrattahs, thefe confequences may ftill 
cnfue, and Lang's army will make a capital 
diverfion to the fouthward. But if we 
have no profpeft of a junftion with the 
Mahrattahs^ we have no means of convey- 
ance, nor is our force fufficient to withftand 
Hyder^ if he pours his whole force upon 
us from the Carnatic. 
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Goa, February 16, 1783. 



Dear Sir, 



The hurry in which I write prevents 
my giving you a detail of the great events 
which have lately happened : take the fol- 



lowing fliort account : 



The Prefidency of Bombay^ in confe- 
quence of orders from the Directors and 
the Supreme Council, exerted themfelves 
to make a vigorous impreflion on Hyders 
territories on the Malabar coaft; his moft 
valuable poffeffion on this coaft is the pro- 
vince of Bidenore. The army I, and after- 
wards Colonel Macleody commanded, was 
ordered from Callicut to join tjje force fent 
from Bombay : the whole made a very fine 
army, under the command of Brigadier- 
General Mathews. His conduft as an 
officer exceeds all credibility, and his un- 
exampled fuccefs aftoniflied thoie who 
were witnefs to it ; and through that me- 
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dium the public mufl judge favourably of 
it. At the capital of the province we 
found Hyder*s principal magazines, a very 
fine foundery for brafs cannon, a powder 
manufadory, and imtnenfe ftores of every 
kind. The province which we obtained in 
fo (hort a time and with fo little lofs (about 
200 men killed and wounded), paid an 
annual revenue of 700,0001. to Hyder ; and 
Mangalore^ his principal fea-port, is within 
it. The principal caufes of our great fuc- 
cefs were Hyder^s death ; a mifunderftand- 
ing generally fuppofed to exift between two 
brothers, his fons ; and the inveterate ani- 
mofity which Ttippoo Saheb^ now Nabobj is 
known to bear to Hyat Saheb^ the Gover- 
nor of Bidenore : this latter circumftance 
depriving him of every hope in that 
quarter, induced him, when he found us 
advancing rapidly upon him, to furrender 
the capital and the province, on condition 
of being continued as Governor. This 
province is fairly embofomed in that great 
chain of mountains, the Gauts^ which 
runs north and fouth through the Indian 
peninfula : thefe mountains come within 
25 miles of the fea, and it is impoflible to 
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penetrate into the interior country and the 
capital but by two or three very ftrong and 
difficult pafles ; and it has the peculiar fe- 
licity of being equally defended by pafies 
on the eaftern fide, from whence Tippoo 
muft of courfe attack it. You, or any 
other able General, would^ I am fure, 
think the plan of defence very obvious, 
by fecuring thefe pafles into the My/ore 
country with your whole united force : 
not fo thinks General Mathews. 

It is about 1 20 miles from Bidenore to 
Seringapatam^ Tippoo's capital ; there is no 
ferce there, nor any between it and Bide^ 
mrcj but what is fhut up in forts of no 
great importance. We have accounts of 
tippoo having taken the field in the Car^ 
fMtiCj of his having been joined by a body 
of Frenchj and of their fuppofed defign of 
attacking Vandiwajh. When TTippoo hears 
of the conqueft and furrender of Bidenore^ 
he muft, of courfe, tremble for his capital, 
(as he cannot yet know the difpofitions of 
our general, and the ftate of our army :) 
there are only two alternatives ; he muft 
cither fay to us, rcftorc me Bidencre and 
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I will evacuate the Carnatic^ or he muA 
tnarch with the whole of his force tp re«» 
cover what he his loft : the iqftant he 
adopts the latter meafure, our army will re? 
cover Arcot and every place in the Carnatic^ 
and it will probably prove fatal to the army 
under General Mathews. Gtn^ Mathews is 
convinced, beyond all perfuafion, that T/)J-» 
foo will not come again ft him, and on this 
fuppofition he very imprudently a£ts. I 
left his army the other day fo fcattercd 
and detached, that he cannot aflemble it 
in three weeks : I know, from having ex- 
perienced it, the rapidity with which Tip- 
poo cati move a large army and numerous 
artillery, and the excellent means he takes 
to prevent all intelligence, by having large 
bodies of horfe on every road in his front, 
fo that I am convinced General Mathews 
will never have three days notice of his 
approach, and if he finds his army in its 
prefent fituation, they are irretrievably ru- 
ined ; and, at any rate, I am certain he is 
not equal i:o that difficult tafk, a judicious 
defenfive : but happen what will to his 
army, the Company will benefit by the 
recovery of the Carnatic'^ 
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The rank of Colonel Macleod and Colo- 
nel Humberjion advanced them over Gene- 
ral Mathews^ whofe rank was Colonel in 
the Company's fervice, with temporary, 
rank of Brigadier General. On their ar- 
rival at Bombay^ the Prefidency ordered 
Colonel Macleod to return to command the 
army; and in the laft letter I received from 
Colonel Humberjion^ he expreffes himfelf 
as follows : 



Bombay y March 2d, 1783. 



. ** IN this fituation, the Prefidency have 
thought proper to fufpend General Ma- 
thews J and have given the command of the 
troops to Colonel Macleod \ they have, at 
the fame time requefted my fervices, and, 
inftead of one of their iifual epiftles, have* 
faid a great many pretty things to me. 
We are now going inftantly down to the 
army, with a reinforcement of three bat- 
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talions of fepoys ; if "Tippoo arrives before 
usy I am afraid our command will be fhort; 
he will cut up the army by detail before 
they can poffibly be aiTembled; at any 
rate we (hall have warm work. The Pre- 
fidency, you fee, have forgiven me, and 
gracioufly taken me hito their fevour; 1 
cannot forget their leaving me 12 months, 
without money or ftores, and mifreprefent- 
ing my charafter as an officer, to the Com- 
mander in Chief, the Prefidency of Ma- 
drasy and the Supreme Council : as I was 
ignorant of the attack, I could make no 
defence; fortunately 1 had always corre- 
Iponded with the Madras Prefidency, and 
concerted meafures with them ; they were 
as warm in my defence as the Bombay Pre- 
fidency in the attack; confidering their 
ignorance of the true ftate of the cafe, I 
have really been treated with great candour 
by the Supreme Council." 

This gallant foldier did not reach his 
military deftination ; he was mortally 
wounded in an unfortunate engagernent of 
the Ranger with a fleet of Mahrattah pi- 
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tates^ commanded by Anandrow^ on the 
8th of April, 1 783. 

The above ftatements of military efta- 
blifliments at different periods, and the 
anecdotes of detached fer vices, may be 
fufficient to give an idea of the necelHty of 
a general plan and control in the military 
as well as in the civil department : the 
conclufion is incontrovertible; a proportion 
of territory equal to defray the military 
eflablifliments of the principal pofleflions 
is now under the abfblute dominion of 
the Englijh^ and may be properly called 
Britijb Indian It is impoilible to adopt the 
opinions of men without aicertaining the' 
views by which they have been bia(ed« 
We may read opinions from Bombay m 
1 784, and may be encouraged to remove 
the fupreme government to chat infulated 
comer, as the beft point from whence the 
military flrength of Britijb India might 
enter on ofienfive operations againft its 
probable enemies. The Government of 
Madras^ under a very military admini- 
(bation *, with more propriety, urged the 

♦ Sir A, CampbeL 

3» 
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connection of the two coa'fls in this Hnfe 
more complete^ 

A new government might be eftabliftied 
at Majfulipafam to manage the northern 
Circars ; and the beft advanced poft might 
be felefted, whether at Condapillee^ or other 
more northern ftation, the defence df 
which the allies might entruft to th^Eng- 
li/hy would render the guarantee of Great 
Britain cfft&we to proteft them. C«/- 
tackj which 1 cannot find to* have been ex- 
cepted in the Mogurs grant, but to have 
been alienated by the Soubah of Bengal to 
get rid of the invafion of the Mahraitah 
chief, may probably, by negociation, be 
obtained from the Berar chief, whofe irh- 
terefts are conneifted with the Englijh^ 
whether we confider his relation to the 
Mahrattah, confederacy or to the Nizam : 
it need not follow that we fliould launch 
into the political fehemes of aggrandize- 
ment of native princes, when^ the circunv- 
ftances of the concradting parties render a 
mutual guarantee of uti pnjjidetis a moft de- 
firable lituation. The Governor General 
might execute the fundions of his office 
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from citficr government witliout dcrnn'nng 
the refpc^livc eftabliflimctits ; an cxtrn ta- 
blc for the- Cjovernor (lencral, fhcnild be 
the only nccerflary cxpcnce during the oc- 
caiional rcfidence, and the permanent dtit 
of the Supreme Board would conne(?t the 
whcle fyftem of income and expenditure. 

There are two fourccs of mifcry which 
the Commiifioners under the prefcnt zfk 
ihould avert fi om Jjritijh India ^ the jurif* 
dfdioti with Englijh forms^ and the military 
progrefs againd natives, whom the mif* 
management of Europeans or Mahomedan 
(bvcreignu force to carry the pike. We arc 
told *, that until Lord Macartney nflumed 
the management of the CarnatiCf ** no- 
thing was definite, nothing concluded ; 
partial payments were received ; pail claims 
were left for fcttlement; many months 
were wafted in fitting out an expedition ; 
and ftill more in performing (light fervices* 
During the whole period of protraftion, 
the Renter^ the Amildar^ the Fouzdar^ and 
the European commander^ were reaping the 

^ View of the Englijh intereflf in India, p. 137* 
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barveft of corruption^ and ibwing an after ^ 
growth of peculation. The Pofygars uc 
fbbtle and acute ; ihey took advantage of 
{o corrupt a fyfleo^ and notwithftandio^ 
their internal feuds, they united againft ^ 
coma)on invader. They adjainiilcred ta 
the avarice, of their opponent by bribeSi» 
and to his paffion for command hy procraf- 
tinationt thus the province was impaired^ 
its cultivation failed, its manufa^ures dir 
miniihed; every new collcdor and covo^ 
mander entailed new evils, and taught the 
Polygars to confider their Pejbcufis not as 2^ 
jufl tribute to their ibvereign, but as, ^ 
price to purchafe the forbearance of op« 
preffors.** 

It would be fortunate if every comman*> 
der would feel and ad on the fentia>ents 
which Colonel FuUarton fo well exprefied j 
but it is not on the accidental good princi* 
pie of a commander that the Polygars 
ihould depend. The Polygar having never 
experienced juAice and moderation, if he 
fhould hear that Mahomed Iffoof Cawn had 
faid, " let the Polygars become Zemindars^ 
and cultivate their own lands, inftead of 



pbmderifjig their bidufirbvis neigbbouirs, 
tkea tk^y (hall bq cberiihed; but \ybile 
their b^bit is idlenefs, and their bufitaeid 
dfiyaAztkmf I will treat every oae as, a 
piuib^ic enemy who wieMs a pike ot weai;s 
the turbaa of a Polygar-;'^ (houldt he hear 
that the Englifl^ chief pbfervedi on corapaiii>g 
^e flate of that country with the condudl 
and remark of Mahomed^ ^^ I ibund that 
wifiiom, vigour, and integrity weire never 
more confpicuous in any peribn, of Wihat- 
ever climate or complexbn ; *^ migiit not 
the Poly gar anfwer, ^' have we iiot faiUen 
back from the plain, and cleared, for th^ 
fiipport of a diminilhed race, lands which, 
under one prote6);or, might afford a tribute 
for protection ? Do we not fee the Pollams 
of the plain deftroyed by the impolicy of 
armed ColledoFS, which ufed to prote4l 
the peafantry from the maf&cre of an inva- 
ding enemy, and enabkd them to fe^d the 
forces that prote^ed them} ibo you not 
witi^fs the wretched inhabitants^ying^ for 
pr^edion under the walls of your fortrefs, 
devoted ta famine, or driven in herds to 
inh^t and cultivate the table land of th^ 
tynmt Ifyd&cf' Can you approve the de^ 
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neunced warfare againft our race bexmiif^ 
wc proteft our families againft uijuflice ? 
Give us the blefling of a juft government ; 
regulate the tribute in juft proportion to 
our means, and chearfuUy will the pike 
fall from pur hands, and with thankfulnefsi 
will we promote the cultivation of the 
country.'^ If this wretched warfare ftill 
continues, and the Britijh arms reek with 
the blood of tributaries, which I know 
they do, I truft, for the honour of Brkyh 
influence, that the fair experiment of ami- 
cable arrangement has in every inftaucc 
preceded the meafures of figour. 

It is neceflary to enter farther into the 
fubjedl of the proper conftitution of the 
army for Britijh India ; the importance of 
draft bullocks and of cavalry is unquefr 
tioned; the means by which Tippoo enfures 
a fupply of each appears by hi^ regulations. 
The Britijh Government has not even af- 
certained# in what manner the Soubah of 
Bengal maintained his cavalry : the weftem 
fide of the Doab^ which ufed to afford 
pafturage to a ftud of the provinces, by 
the charge Scindia has taken of the Moguls 
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inay now raife the remount of ah hoftile 
cavalry. The idea of Briiijh protedion 
of fairs or markets from the extortion of 
Governors and Zemindars^ has not yet in- 
vited the horfe dealers of the interior part 
of India to Gonfider, as in ancient periods, 
the markets of the peninfula, and of the 
Soubah of Bengal^ to be accertible to their 
trade. It has been a fubjeft of difcuflion, 
whether natives are truft worthy. The 
pay, the appointments, and the juftice of 
Great Britain entitle it fo^ be the preferable 
fervice : defertions have not been fo fre- 
quent as they might have been expected 
under the difficulties of fervice and the ir«? 
regularity of pay ; they have contributed 
little to the dlfcipiine of the enemy iti 
comparifon to the immediate fervice of the 
French and Europe(ins in J'ippod^s pay. 
The re-eftablifliing villages with boundary 
fences in the Carnatic^ would prote6l the 
natives againft irregular incurfions and de- 
predation ; and in the provinces the regu- 
lar plan of villages might contribute to 
health and fafety: ^ regular limited fer- 
vice, and invalid fettlements for the diffe- 
fent corps, at proper fladons, combined 
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with the wife reguUtiop^ of a comipu^ 
i^ccefliQn of the children^ of the foldiers i^ 
the iepoy batcaliotis, wiU give proper an4 
fi)f)[icienc connection an4 attachmei^ to tbo 
Mritijb fervice. The competitors for pojwer, 
4urii(ig m^ny years^ ti(i&t^ by the plduider 
of (reafures, the accumulation of powerful 
fpvereigns. The cowitries of India now 
are reduced to theic a£^ual annual refources, 
a^d the tenvptation to rival Great Br'tf^in^ 
Vx a great degree ceafe&» for th^ acqviifi* 
tion of fovcreignty would coft any rival 
European nation more treafure thaa thQ 
conqueft would repay ; ar\d undei; a wife 
management, the advantages of trade might 
be granted an4 guaranteed under the pro** 
tedion of Great Britam^ aud become more 
profitable to European nations, than by the 
maintenance of independent fettlements: 
they (hould be admitted to enjoy the free- 
dom of trade on a par with Britijh fubjefts, 
only when they renounced their preten* 
fion to fovereignty in Britifh Imiia: a regu- 
lation which now depends on Great Britain. 

• 
If any example from the hiftory of the 
natives (hould be required to w^rn ua from 
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uonecefiary exteufion of warfare, we aai^ht 
refer to the exaisxple o£ the Muhraltabs^ 
who^ oa the decline o£ the Mogul empire, 
bavmg eajFiched tbemfelves by depiedatory 
excuriknu in Hindofian and in the Dvcan^ 
extended their acobitioa to. become oho 
fovereigns of India^ as Bu£y had ibro« 
feen. Bala RoWf who fat on the Mufnud 
of the Mabrattab government in the De- 
can^ fitted out an expedition for compiecing 
the conqucfl of HindoJlaHj under (he ftt^ 
preme command of Raghunaui RoWj in 
1760; Mdhar Row Hulkur^ Junkooge€ Sdn^^ 
dm^ and other chiefs^ with their forces, a£l;cd 
under his orders. I'hey compelled Ahmed 
Shah Durratty to repafs the Attockj asul 
kept poffeilion of the country on the eaft 
of the Auock ; but the army falling in ar* 
rears, they were obliged to return to the 
Decan^ and it appeared that a debt of S8 
lacks was due to the army ; fo much had 
the expences exceeded all the coUedlion of 
tribute, pejhcujh^ &c. On being reprimand* 
ed by the Bhow for bringing home debts 
inflead of an increafe of wealth, Ragbu- 
naut Raw defired the Bhow to try his own 
ikilly and ice what advantage he could 
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make of it. The conqueft was fo much 
the objed of ambition to the Mahrattahsj 
that the Bhow convened the forces of the 
Mahrattahs and their tributaries, together 
amounting to 55,000 horfe, 15,000 foot, 
befides the garrifon of Delhi^ about 24,000 
men. 

The Duranny army confifted of 41,800 
Jiorfe and 38,000 infantry, with 70 or 80 
pieces of cannon. The camp followers in 
Indian armies may be reckoned as three to 
one of the military. The conflict of this 
great armament, in January, 1761^ termi* 
nated in the complete defeat of the Mid>r 
rattahsy by the battle of Paniput; a de-? 
tailed narrative of which, tranflated from 
the original of Cafi Rajah Pundit^ who was 
prefent, forms an interefting article iji the 
Aliatic Refearches *.v 

t Afiatic Rcfearphes, Vol. III. p. 91. 
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CHAP. XIX. 



On the Confiftancy of parliamentary Vigilance ^ 
and j^Jfertion of the Rights of the Crown 
to the Sovereignty of Britifh India. 

From the perufal of Mr. Rujell's Dif- 
iertation on the Rights of the Company^ 
we might conclude, that the conqueft of 
Bengal^ in 1765, tempted Parliament to 
infringe the rights of the Company. He 
cxpreiles himfeif as follows : *^ Nor, from 
the firft eredion of the Company by Queen 
EMzabethj till the accidental conqueft of 
Bengalj bad the right of the Company 
been called in queftion to acquire, by any 
means they could devife, fettlement, ter- 
ritory, or other property in InJia for their 
own benefits It was the magnitude of 
that conqueft which firft excited public at-« 
tention ; and a general maxim of law, of 
which, perhaps, no inftance or occafion 
for its being exerted, or a^ed upon, had 
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happened for centuries, if ever, in thid 
kingdom, was now enforced by Parlia* 
ment, with a faving, however, of rights^ 
fo as to leave ^hequeftion ($pen to litigation 
at fome future period *.'* 

This halving been nearly tlte late opinion 
of persons high in office, and the fitaation 
of Mr. Utipll^ giving to his opitrion, in a 
degree, the fan^tion of official authority, 
I ihc-rll ihoi*lly revife the declared 6t>iiMdns 
df Pa!rliahient ; and if, at the interval df 
a c€inttFfy^ ^no incorififtency ot'derelidlion.of 
right fhall appear; the propriety of 'givtog 
to a general faving claufe of ri^ts a'con- 
ftfu^ftive extent, tantamount to an admif^ 
fion df the Independant right, and of pro- 
grdffively extending the claims of the Com- 
^pany, when the equitable deciiions X)f 
f^arliament fupeffcded the neceflity of 
tjueftions of fpectilative fdundation and 
'dangerous tendancy, will be more fairly 
confidered, than by any more general refu- 
tation which I eould ofer* 

* Shan Hiftory, p. 57, 



In 1^98*^ ^^ the EaJ-liniiiatt^^ vAiicht 
had hten 'many years dependiHg, *ifd was 
looked on as {o met and drfficuh, t^at it 
bad been reiferred to the King and bid 
Coniicll, arid back again by them to the 
l^artiaiment," was fettled. The claims of 
the Old EaJi'Iridia Cbmpany, almoft the 
fam^^now aSduHced, were fapported by the 
§fbrics ; anid the fights of the ptiblic were 
ihen aflferted hf the JVhigs^ who ftfppofted 
the new ft^bfcribers f , and produced the 
provifoes, in <he King's Chai'ter, in ievi- 
deiK^e, that the King had not grarited tO/ 
the tjxtent of the Company's dIainHfs, bdfry 
en the contrary, thit Parliament had re- 
icd^ibd, in 1691, •* tha(t k was lawful for 
all pefrfons to trade to the Eqft Indies^ vtn^ 
left reftrained by* aft of Parliamerit ; an^ 
that (he King's ineflage to the Houfe, in 
169^^, plainly fignified, that the concur- 
inbnde of Parliament was reqiiifitc far mak- 
ing a cotaplete land ufefol fettkment of the 
^a/l-Inirm trade.^ His Majefty having. 
iKdmmanded a Committee of his Privy 

* Parliamentary Debates, 1698. 

t Anderjm's Hiflory of Com n fercey VoL I, p. aaf. 
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Council to prepare regulations for th^trSdd 
of the Old Gompanyj all the material par-» 
ticulars had been rejected by them; and 
his Majefty finding that what was requi^ 
fite could not be perfeded by his own 
authority alone, and that the cdncurrence of 
Parliament was requifite to hiake a coiri^ 
plete and ufeful fettlement of this trade^ 
he had directed all the proceedings to be 
laid before them*j *' that it was never 
cfteemed a breach of faith, nor a deroga-^ 
tion from the credit of the Great Sealj nor 
from the honour of our Kings, to have 
their patents annulled by Parliament, wheii 
it appeared that fuch grants were either 
unprofitable or contrary to the common 
rights of the fubjedt ; neither did any 
Kings think themfelves tound, in honour 
or confcience, to refufe paffing an aft of . 
Parliament for annulling fuch grants i 
that, moreover, Kings having often been 
deceived in fuch grants, they have been 
frequently annulled by the ordinary courfe 
of law/* In purfuance of thefe, among 
other reafonings, the Houfe came to 9 

* Parliamentary Debates, i698< 
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refolutions, which were firft tendered to 
the Old Company *, but were rejefted by 
them ; and an aft was then pafled in favour 
of the general ibcitty of traders to the Eqjl 
Indies ; notwithftanding, the " reafonable 
doubt of the Protefting Lords +, whether 
the feparatc trade, allowed in this bill, con- 
current with a joint ftock, njay not prove 
{o inconiiftent as to difcourage the fubibrip- 
tion from ever coming to a million." The 
regulations were fo much approved by the 
public, that two million fterling were fub- 
fcribed in three days. Mr. Anderjon drew 
fome " important refledions on this law, 
iind on the blefiings of the free conftitution 
fince the eftablifhment of King WilUam^ 
and the ever-excellent law, called the De- 
claration of Rights \y I (hall only far- 
ther oblerve, that, in my private opinion, 
the refolutions, on which that adt was 
founded, appear politic and juft, and to be 
more adequate to the encouragement of 
adventure, than the private agency of the 

* Parliamentary Debates, 1698. 
t Lords' Proteft, July i, 1698. 
J Anderjon s Hiftory of Commerce, Vol. L p, 2^3. 
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Company to the privilege of private trade, 
by the prefent ad ; and the ^^per cent, pay- 
able to the Company, under the regulations 
of the a£t of 1698*, to be more eligible 
than the 3 per cent, duty fubjeft to the 
limitations of the aft of 1793 \. 

The prefont aft has extended to private 
perfons the benefit of the Eaji-India trade, 
under regulations confiftent with thofe of 
the aft of King JVilliam: wherefore, the 
regulations, by that aft affefting the fepa- 
rate traders, now apply to the private tra- 
ders. The combined adventurers being 
fubjeft to the legal control of the commif- 

* 9 and 10 fVilL III., c. 44, fee. 69, 76. 6 Anne^ c. 
3. 5 Geo. I., c. 21, fee. 9. 7 Geo, I., c. 21, fee. 9. 
t Vide page 117. 

N. B. Examine thefe ftatutes, as well as the ab- 
flraft, of the prefent adl, which I eonfider to be, in 
general, eorredl, it having been printed correftly from 
one of the eopies, circulated by the Board of Control 
among the Peers of Parliament, after the bill had paf- 
fed the Commons. Since I faw Mr. RufJcWs Second 
Edition, I fuppofe it to be compiled by the Solicitor of 
the Board of Controly for he alfo has given it as an ap- 
pendix to that Edition of his Short Hijiory of the Eaji- 
India Company. 
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fiooers each year, the impartant claufe in 
the ad, 16989 I fuppoie to be in full force : 
it is as follows : 

* " That no company, or particular 
peribn or pcrfbns, who (hall have a xight, 
in purfuance of this ad, to trade to the 
£^ IndieSy or other parts within the limits 
aforeiaid, (hall be allowed to trade thitiier 
until fuffictent fecurity be firft given, that 
Aich company, or particular perfons, (hall 
cau4c all the goods, &c., in any ifaip or 
fliips whatfoever, bound from the Kajl In- 
dksi^ to be brought, without breaking 
bulk, to fome port of England or fValeSy 
and there be unladen and put on land ; and 
in cafe there (hall be didiculty in the accept 
tasrce of fuch fecurity, it (hall, and may, 
be determined by the Lord Chief Baron, 
or Barons of the Coif of the Exchequer, 
or any of them, according to his or their 
beft judgement and excretion ; aivd that all 
goods or march andlze, fo imported from 
th? Eqfl Indies into England or Wales ^ (ball 
be fold openly and publicly, by inch of 

* 9 and 10 William III. fee. 79. 
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candle, upon their refpe&ive accounts ; and 
not otherwife, upon pain, that the fanae 
(hall be forfeited and loft ; one moiety 
thereof to his Majefty, and the other moiety 
to any perfbn or perfons that will feife and 
fue for the fame, by adlion of bill, plaint, 
pr informration, as aforefaid.^* 

It will not be neceffary to enter farther 
on the principle and regulations of the adt, 
1698. I have already confidered curlbrily 
the principle of the ad, 1 793, relative to 
trade, in the preceding pages *. The Old 
Company fubfcribed largely to the new 
fund, and foou coalefced with the New 
Company ; and by zdi of Parliament ivere 
formed into the Company of united mer^ 
chants, trading exclufively on a joint ftock, 
and on the united privileges of the two 
charters. 

The proceedings of Parliament, connec- 
nedled with the period, particularly ex-^ 
amined in the preceding pages, were as^ 
follow : 

* Introdu£lioni p. xli. 
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So early as 1757, the Company petition- 
ied the King to be permitted to hold and en- 
joy, fub^eft to his Majefty's Sovereignty 
therein, all fortreiles, diftrids, and ter- 
ritories, as they had already acquired, or 
might acquire from any nation, ftate, or 
people, by treaty, grant, or conquefl:. 

His Majefty granted the booty and plun- 
der ; and he was advifed by his Attorney 
and Solicitor General, the late Chancellor 
YorkCj and the prefent Elarl Camden^ ^^ that 
it is not warranted by precedent, nor agree- 
aUe to found policy, nor to the tenor of the 
charter^ which have been laid before us, 
to make fuch general grant, not only of 
paft, but of future contingent conquefts, 
made upon any power, £xrr^ii» or Indian^ 
to a trading company *." 

The firft a£l for appropriating territorial 
revenues of India^ was in 1766. It was 
confidered as a new kind of money bill, 
not being founded upon any refolutions of 

* Mr. RuffelVs Short Hiftory, p. 11. Appebdix to 
Vol. I. Bolt's Hiftory (01 the Report and Peution. 
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the Committees of fupply, or of way^ and 
means * : whereby it avoided the obje5:ion 
flatcd in the fecond article of the Lords' 
protefts, in 1698, that the Eqfl-India {vk^ 
fcrrprion had been introduced as a fuppiy of 
two millions, by which the Commons in- 
cluded the regulation of the Eafi-India 
trade, to which the Lords were not denied 
to have an equal right of judgement and 
freedom of vote, with the privileges claim- 
ed by the Commons, as to fuppiy^ and mo- 
nied bills +. The Eaji-India bufinefs was 
introduced into the Houfc on November 
25, 1765. The afts of 9 and 10, King 
WtlUain III. c. 24., and 7, George L e, zf . 
were, on motion ^ read to the Houfe, and 
a committee of the whole Houfe appointed 
to fit on that day fortnight ; this inquiry 
gave rife to the new money biff. The 
Committee had proceeded in their inquiry, 
when, atlaft, on the 20th of May, 1766, 
the EaJi'India Company prefented a peti- 
tion, praying the aid of Parliament to give 
powers to control their fervants, and to 

* Parliamentary Debates, Vol. XX. p. 279. 
+ Lords* Protefts, July i, 1698. 
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apply the territorial revenues to the dif- 
charge of the civil and military eftablifh- 
ments, charges of fortifications, buildings^ 
and repairs ; and to fandion an agreement 
in behalf of the ftate, viz, 400,000 out of 
the profits of their trade, and the refidue 
of the territorial revenue ; the net furplus 
to be divided with the public ; the agree- 
ment to take place from February, 1767, 
and 3 laft years, " provided the Dewannee 
of Bengal^ Bahar, and Onjfaj (hall remain 
in the Company's hands." The Company 
introduced their petition to Parliament, not 
as claimants of territory, but as a commer-* 
cial company, their proper defcription in 
Parliament ; they prayed not only leave to 
extend their conunerce, by invefting the 
landed revenue in the produce of the 
country, and to be protefted againft their 
own fervants by reftriftions againft fmug- 
gling, but alfo requefted that inland duties 
of Great Britain be modified to give every 
advantage to a commerce, in which the 
public, not only individually, but col- 
leftively, as a nation, would, under fuch 
agreement, participate. 
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The Houfe came to four refolufions on 
the eight propoiitions of the Company. 

1. That it would be of mutual benefit 
to the public and the Eaji-lndia Company, 
^* that a temporal agreement be made, in 
regard to the territorial revenues lately ob- 
tained in India. 

2. That the agreement continue for ^ 
years from February i, 1767. 

3. " That the faid acquifitions and re- 
venues do remain in pofTeffion of the Com- 
pany during the continuance of fuch agree- 
ment, and that the Company do pay the 
public annually, during the faid term, the 
fum of 400,0001." 

4. That it will be neceflary, for the pur- 
pofe of extending the trade, to grant draw- 
backs, &G. 

The three firft refolutions were adopted 
nem, con., and a bill was ordered to be 
brought in upon them ; the fourth was re- 
ferred to a Committee of Ways and Means. 
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This queftion was fully difcuffcd in Paf- 
liament the pth of March, 1773*; Lord 
North prefented papers containing letters 
between Mr. Secretary Pitt and Monf. Buf- 
fyy to explain the ientiments of the Britljb 
and French Courts refpefting the territorial 
acquifitions in India. Mr. Dowdefwell pro- 
duced an extraft of a foreign difpatch, from 
which he argued, that, as far as the fenti- 
ments of the Crown could be colleded, 
the Company was underftood to have ex- 
clufive right to the territories it poflefled, 
whether acquired by conqueft or other- 
wife. The Houfe, without a divifion, 
adopted the motion to aid and control the 
Company. 

The queftion of the Company's right 
was again debated the 23d of March, when 
Lord North moved, that the dividends of 
the Company (hould be limited to ^ per 
cent, until the participation between the 
public and the Company (hould take place^ 
Mr. Rujfell's argument was then adduced 
againft the right of the ftate generally, that 

* Parliamentary Debat€s> Vol. XXIV. p. 241. 
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the Company's territorial poflcffions were 
held by grant under office^ and not by con- 
queft ^ ; and this Mr. Burke contended, 
and went fo far as to fay, that no lavyrycr 
had ventured pofitively to affert that, even 
had they been all gained by conqueft, the 
Crown had a right to them ; which Sir 
Fletcher Norton denied, and read to the 
Houfe three opinions, exprefsly afErnaing 
the right of the Crown to the Eq/l-India 
Company's territorial pofleflions : and he 
alfo adduced his own opinion in fupport of 
the motion. On the 5th of April, Lx)rd 
North informed the Houfe that, in anfwer 
to the petition of the Eaji-India Company, 
the King left the fole determination to the 
Houfe of Commons ; and he moved the 
propofition to let the territorial acquifitions 
remain in the poffeflion of the Company 
for a limited time, to reduce the Com- 
pany's debt to ^.1,500,000, and then 
three fourth of the net furplus of the 
revenue to be paid into the Exchequer, 
and one fourth to difcharge the contingent 

• Parliamentary Debates, Vol. XXIV. p. 255. 
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exigences of the Company*, which paffcd; 
and on the loth of April the Houfe came 
to three diftindt refolutions : 

I • That all acquifitions made under the 
influence of military force, or by treaty 
with foreign powers, do of right belong 
to the ftate. 

2. That to appropriate acquifitions, ac- 
quired under the influence of a military 
force, or by treaty with foreign powers, to 
private ufe, is illegal. 

3. That great fums of money have been 
obtained by fuch means from the fovereign 
Princes in InJia. 

The third refolution, leading to con- 
demnation of the Company's fervants, oc- 
cafioned a debate ; but the three refolutions 
pafled. 

On the 19th of April, a refolution againft 
Lord Clivf revived the debate ; the Solici- 

♦ ParliamenJtary Debates^ Vol. XXIV. p. 261. 
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tor General, the prefent Lord Chancellory 
Loughborough^ vtry ably and honourably 
refifted the conviftion of refpeftable men 4 
on the refolution of the Sele6l Committee, 
appointed to examine and report the ftate 
of the Eaft-Indsa Company's affairs, and 
not to judge delinquents^ Thofe who 
heard Lord Clivers fpeech on that occafionj 
felt the power of that fpecies of oratory 
which is the efFufion of a dignified mind 
on a critical occafion : the Houfe imani- 
moufly voted a refolution teftifying their 
acknowledgement of the great and meri- 
torious fer vices of Lord Clive4 

Mr. Rujfell^ not fatisfied with one equi- 
table principle and moderate rule of partici- 
pation, continued, from 1766 to 1793, by 
different a6ts ; when the aft of this year 
was under confideration, as an Eajl-India 
proprietor, and foon after the pafling of 
the adl, in his own perfon refpeftable in 
private and official charader, maintained 
diftindtions exploded in the lafl century, 
refting much on the faid opinion of the year 
1757, '' that the property of the foil may 
be veiled in the Company by Indian 
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grants;'* and feems to forget the end of 
the fentence, " fubjeft only to your Ma- 
jcfty's right of fovereignty over the fettle-^ 
ments as EngUJh fcttlerncnts :'^^ and he feems 
to have overlooked the proceeding in Par-^ 
liament, though he quotes part of the 
refolution of the Houfe of Commons in 
1773. ^ could not more attentively to 
Mr. Rujfell purfue this difcuflion and con- 
trovert his data, than by adducing parlia^- 
mentary opinions ; and the degree of im^ 
portance I annex to the inveftigation, arifes 
from my convidion that the control of 
Parliament will be adequate to its objedt, 
if* it will not fuffer the conftitutional rights 
of the fovereign to be eluded by nominal 
government and fi£litious titles, or by po- 
litical veils continued beyond the period 
pf political neceflity ; and that the rights 
and property of the fubjeft in Britijh India 
will continue to be violated, and remain 
infecure, until the rights of the Crown 
and of the public are defined, avowed, and 

alTerted. 

I • • 

Various adks of Parliament have continued, 
^u principle and fubflance^ this equitable 
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xnodificatioii for the management of Indian 
and for the participation of its refources to 
the advancement of die political and com- 
mercial interefts of Great Britain^ to th€ 
prefent year. Great as the contefts were 
in 1783 and 4, on the final fettlement of 
an €fFedive control, the opinion of both 
parties coincided in the necefffity of a ftro«g 
refponiible government; and notwith&and- 

• 

ing Mr. Fox*s bills were made the trffcen* 
fible objefts of attack, by which the coa- 
lition adminiftration was overturned, che 
bills propofed by Mr. Pitt did not omit any 
eflential principle of ftrong ai:Bd efFedive 
control; although they were modified and 
applied in a judicious manner, to avoid the 
papular prejudices and alarms which had 
been excited. 

The bill piropofed by Mr. Fox^ for the 
better government of the territorial poffef- 
iions and dependencies in India^ contained 
cxprefs clauies to prot?e6t the natives; ithey 
ftruck diredlly at great and marked prac- 
tices of oppreffion, and would have pre- 
vented their continuance or repetition, un- 
der the fame modific^ions in which the 
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abufe had appeared flagrant on the records 
of Parliament ; the rights of the ftate, and 
of the fubjeft, however, were not fuffi- 
ciently afcertained to be accurately defined; 
and it is obvious how cafy and infinite the 
evaiions would have continued in Indfa^ 
until regulations had been made critically 
accurate. In this point of view, there- 
fore, the rights of the natives ought to 
have acquired certain and equitable defini- 
tion fooner under Mr. Pitfs bill than by 
the operation of Mr. Fox's bill; becaufe k 
did qot proceed to lay down the abfolute 
rule on incorre£t documents, but prefcribed 
accurate invefligatlon on the fpot, previous 
to the declaration of the rights of perfons, 
or the remedy for abufes, I cannot explain 
the fingukr concurrence of two plans and 
inveftigations, before mentioned *, to give 
effeft to Mr. Pitfs bill, in any other man- 
ner than that enading claufes of Mr. Fox'^s 
bill, providing againft known and acknow- 
ledged oppreffion, gained due pVeference in 
the then inexperienced Board of Control, 
to the inveftigations of a new Governor 

♦ Vide p^e 384. 
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General and of his European Serifhiadar \ 
and the fandion of that bill was no incon* 
fiderable fupport ' to the opinion which 
Mr. Francis had maintained on the fubjedt 
of the lettlement of India. It is therefore 
not paradoxical to fay, that both the bills 
of Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox have been applied 
to Britijh India ; if they had not, the opi- 
nions of Mr. Shore and of Mr. Roufe coxxldi 
not have coincided with Mr. Francis. But 
the comparative ftatement of thefe bill^ 
by Mr. Sheridan^' ^ and an accurate review 
of the bills themfelvesf, will (hew the 
power in both bills nearly equal ; and that 
fo far as the definition of perfonal rights, 
and the relation of natives to the Britijb 
Government were enaded by Mr. Fox\ 
bill, they have been adopted, and found 
erroneous. But it nniuft alfo be remem". 
bered that a definition of perfons is a mat- 
ter of fad, and not of opinion, and that 
the fadl has been fo artificially involved in 

* Comparative Statement of the two Bills, &c. witji 
explanatory obfervations by R. B* Sheridan, Efq. De^ 
brett, 1788. 

t Vide Parliamentary Debates, Vol. XXX. p. 316, 
copies of Mr. Fox gnd Mr. Pitt's Eafi-lndia Bills, 
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fifiyftcrjr, that until the Moccurrery plan 
had failed, even ithe invefligation and afler- 
tion of the StriJhtaJar^ fupported by the 
native rcecM-ds of InJia^ were difregarded, 
and the period of fettling a permanent fyf- 
tem, to meet the expiration of the Com- 
pany's charter, arrived before it was in the 
power of the King's Miniflers to lay before 
Parliament an accurate detail of a fyftem, 
in all its parts, appHcable to Britijh Indian 
or fufficiently corredl to be recommended 
for its internal government, under the fanc- 
tion of Parliament ; and it ftill requires 
much political fagacity to guefs the period 
when it will be fafe and prudent to gua- 
rantee the permanency of internal Britijb 
adrainidration : but Parliament fhould re- 
colle^l how imperfeft even the charter of 
the natives of India appears on the fta- 
iotes^; without ferious examination it can- 
not guarrantee nor confirm the meafures 
of the Commiflioners to afcertain and 
define the rights and cufloms of the 
natives. I hope the prelcnt zOi will prove 
the aera of intelligible fyftem : the King's 

♦ Vide page 135. 
3^ 
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commiflioa extended to the army in India ; 
fpecle coined in the King qf England* s name 
ihouid be fan^Honed by Parliament, and 
announced by the King^s Britijb Indian and 
to India in general ; that it may be known, 
from the higheft executive authority, that 
the honour of the Crown and Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain guarantee a juft 
adminiftration of the Company in its (e- 
veral govemmentsr; and that all fove- 
reighs, the allies, and other chiefs . and 
natives, the fubje<9:s to Britijb India^ who, 
by fubfidy or tribute, (hall dilcharge their 
ftipulations with good faith to the Briti/b 
Government, (hall be protefted in their 
lives, properties, cuftoms, and religion, not 
only againO: Britijb^ but native tyranny 
and oppreflion, to the utmoft extent which 
a fincere and well-intentioned diredlion c£ 
the legiflative and executive authority qf 
Great Britain (hail be able to enforce. 
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CHAP. XX. 

« 

On the Iqft provincial Reform in India* 

XXN extradl from a Calcutta Gazette, of 
Friday, the 29th of March^ i y^^^ has juft 
announced an entire new plan of revenue 
collection and judicature, to take place in 
the new Bengalefe year, beginning in jipril 
laft. 

Provincial Courts of Appeal are efta- 
bliihed in the following cities ; 

At Moorjbedabady f Bl 3 Judges, 
At Dacca J 1 S f ^ Regifter, 

At Patna^ (^ 3- J i Affiftant. 

Exclufive of one city Judge and one Re- 
gifter. At Calcutta a fourth Court of Ap- 
peal independent of the Supreme Court of 
Judicature. 

Twenty -three collections, or diftrifts, 
arc to form the revenue diviiion of the 
Befool provinces ; in each, one Colledor, 

3La 
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one Judge, and one Regifter of the Kiltah 
Court ; and in lix of the colle£tions ai> 
affiftant .Colledtox is allowed* 

The Colledor, with a fixed falary, is to 

col It ft. 

The Judge, with a falary and com-* 
mlflion on the colledion of ihe revenues 
of the diftridl, is to adminifter juftice in 
the Kutcherry, Fougedarry^ and Adaulet 
Courts. 

Appeals from the Klllah Courts are opeii 
to the City Courts, in all cafes whatfbeveri 
and appeals from the City Courts to the 
Governor General it> council are allowed 
in all cafes exceeding 500 rupees. 

Befides this, I hear that every %o niilef 
fquare is to form a diftrid:, in which na«< 
lives, with a falary, are to be appointed 
to prefide over the police of the diftruS^ 
at the charge of the natives. 

When the minute of Marquis Corn^ 
wallis^ and £arther particulars ihaU an five^ 
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the meafurc may be better iinderftood : I 
only give the above outline of it as a fup- 
pleiTielit to what I before ftated ^. Ii)ftead 
of the amended code in 1793, which I 
xponfidercd to be inevitable, a complete new 
official arrangement has appeared ; it opens 
a dawn of hope that a fyftem of juft ad- 
miniftration will arife in Britijh India^ but 
it requires not only the good intention, 
l)Ht the high authority, of Lord Cornwallis 
to corredl and eftablifti it. If other mo- 
xlern incumbrances of Britijh management 
are fairly removed, and native rights equi- 
tably defined, a modification of the prefenc 
plan may become adequate to the protec- 
tion of the natives and to the improve- 
ment of the revenue; but if this laudable 
?ind bald meafure, which,- unfortunately, 
will almoft bear date with the departure 
oi Lord CornwalliSy is meant to go no far- 
ther than to feparate the coUeftion from 
the judicial procefs in revenue ciufes, leav- 
ing the native civil and criminal jurifdic*^ 
cion, and the Supreme Court of Judicature, 
in vigour^ it is eafy to forefee that ba-^ 

• Vkle page 448, 
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lanceSy with multiplied and complex pro- 
cefs, will continue, and that the Collec- 
tors will deduce, plaufibly and truely, as 
far as relates to the revenue, the new laby- 
rinth of confufion to arife from their lofs 
of power. 

It will hardly efcape Lord ComwaUls^^ 
cbfervation, when he refle6ls on Sir yohn 
Shore\ minute in 1789, and the 77,000 
caufes which were undecided in Decem- 
ber, 1 79 1 *, that a facred regifter of lands, 
afcertained by adtual meafurement, fuch 
as I have fhewn the Canongoe regifter to 
have been, of itfelf will prove the limpleft 
evidence of rights ; and that a well-di- 
gefted code of civil and criminal judicature, 
will render the native Fougedarry^ Adaulet^ 
and Kutcherry jurifdi£lion limple and intel- 
ligible. Whether the divifions are called 
diftrifts or Chucklahs^ or any other name, 
confidering how very great a proportion of 
the native caufes are connefted with the 
revenue, it may alfo occur to Lord Corn- 
wallis that the above-ftated eftablilhment 

* Vide pag« 447. 
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might be applied, and anfwer all the pur- 
pofes of good government. In towns a 
police office muft be vigorous, in propor- 
tion to the complicated irregularity of lux- 
ury and mixed population ; but I need not 
fpecubte fo far, for, I venture to predid, 
if the new arrrangement is not perfected 
by Lord ComwaUhj or by as powerful and 
btmeji hands, this fair beginning will va- 
niih ; in which cafe, he muft be a bold 
man who will again begin frefh experi- 
ments of a neceflary pra^cal reform. 

If the various points of view in which I 
have (hewn the neceffity of afcertaining 
the real circumftances and relation of the 
natives to their Britijb Sovereign may ap- 
pear to be fuperfeded by this late reform, 
I will once more attempt to (hew chat, 
notwithftanding the revenue department, 
at this time diftin£t in its collection from 
its judicial fiindion, will become, in izSt 
and in form, more corre^, it will not 
render the diftridls fufficiently compaft, 
nor make the conftant reference and ap- 
peal of the fubje^ to the Magiftrate in his 
Kutcberry, Fougedarry, and Adaulet jurif- 
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di£licn, matter of accommodation to kUq 
ReyutSj if they are to have any rights ; ixor 
to Zemindar^^ if tliey are to be rendere4 
opulent by devoting the P(?//<i^-holder or 
Reyut to abfolute vaflalage. The negle^ 
of a£lual meafurement of land§, of regiftry, 
and of equitable participation of the crops^ 
l;)ears equal date with the Brijijh revenue 
adminiilr^tion, and wjU ftill exift ; an4 
the definition of perfons and things ^r§ 
ftill en^oneous and impolitic^ 

\i\ 1766, the Bengal Government in: 
formed the Directors, "our proceeding^ 
point out to you the increafe of your rent^ 
iffuing from the Calcutta landsf and the 
profpe£t w^c have of rating them ftill 
higher, without exadion or oppreffion. It 
evidently appears to us that great frauds^ 
were formerly committed in thefe colleC' 
tions; with a view of corredino; which, 
we have determined that the leafes granted 
to the prefent farmers ftiall expire on the 
I ft of September next ; by that time we. 
hope to afcertain the value exadlly, at leaft 
we ftiall then filence the clamour of thq. 
inhabitants agai;ift what they deem a ntQ- 
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p^fyj by univcrfally difujin^r and extending 
the benefit arlling from the poflcffion of 
lands among the mofl: fuhdautial and re-* 
fpedlable Banyans and hlack merchants liv- 
ing under your protcftion */* 

In conlequence of this determination, 
the ancient land-holders were difplaccd to 
make way for a new clafs of renters, and 
the private fpeculations of the Company^s 
iervants, through the medium of their 
Banyans^ extended to the produce of the 
land* The calamities of a famine were 
baftencd by the flored grain of private 
men^ unlike the granaries of the Hindoos^ 
not being at the difpoial of a wife admini<> 
flration to avert or foften the tropical cala* 
mities occaiionally incident to the country. 
The Shroffs and Banyans derived their pro* 
£t froui public diilrefs; and it does not 
appear that the profits of their Cbrijiian 
principals were relinquiihed to the call of 
humanity. 

• Reports, Vol. L Appendix, No. 46. Letter from 
8eleA Committee, Fori fVilliam^ Jan^ 31, 1766. 
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With the famine of the year 1 770 the 
farming fyftem under native agency clofcd ; 
i\i^ Jubfidiary fyftem under Britijb agency 
did not revert to equitable management, 
nor to any better proteftion of the rights 
of the tenantry, the ReyutSy nor of the Ze^ 
mindars. 

Official reports, taken by contrafling the 
Bengal provinces, for many years paft free 
from the devaftations of fire and the fword, 
with the Carnaticj the fcene of continued 
warfare, or with the neighbouring ftates, 
the fcene of anarchy and warfare incident 
to unfettlcd governments, have been the 
foundation of aflertions*, '* that Britijb 
India is in a ftate of profperity unknown 
to it under the moil: wife and politic of its 
ancient fovereigns." And Mr. Francis ^ on 
many occafions, has referred to a letter 
from Lord CornwalUs-^^ which plainly de- 
fcribes, in different terms, the ftate of the 
provinces. 

■ 

♦ Mr. Dundas. 

t Letter from Earl Cornwallis to the Direftors, 
dated Auguft 2, 1789 ; reprinted as an Appendix to 
Mr. Francis Letter to Lord North, Debretiy 1793. 
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** Independent of all other coniidera- 
tions, I can affure you that it will be of 
the utmoft importance, for promoting the 
iplid interefts of the Company, that the 
principal land-holders and traders in the 
interior parts of the country fhould be 
rejlored to fuch circumftances, as to enable 
them to fupport their families with de- 
cency, and to give a liberal education to 
their children, according to the cuftoms 
of their refpeftive cafts and religions, that 
a regular gradation of ranks may be fup- 
ported, which is no where more neceffary 
than in this country, for preferving order 
in civil fociety* 

*' I am forry to be obliged to fay, that 
agriculture and commerce has for many years 
been gradually declining ; and that at pre- 
sent, excepting the clafs of Shroffs and 
BanyanSj who refide almoft entirely in 
great towns, the inhabitants of thefe pro- 
vinces were advancing hajiily to a general 
Jiate of poverty and wretchednefs. In this 
defcription I muft even include almoft 
every Zemindar in the Company's territo- 
ries, which, thoilgh it may have been 



partly occafioiled by their own indoience 
aiid extravagance, I am afraid mufl alfo 
be, in a great meafure, attributed to the 
defers of pur former lyftenn of manage? 
poent/^ 

I do not fuppofe Mr, Francis brought 
forward this opinion of Lord Cprnwa/i/Y^ 
to eftablifti a conclufion correfponding ro 
that which I deduce from it. I not only 
Gonfider the reprefentation of Lord Corffw 
wallis to be the fad, but to be the natural 
inevitable confequence of the financial 
plans of 1766, w^hich, under different 
names and modifications, have continued 
to this day, and which Mr. Francis's plan 
of fettlement, in as great a degree as Sir 
John Shore s lyftem, tended to perpetuate ; 
the error has been general, but delinquency 
does not attach to error. It cannot be 
doubted Lord Cornwallis intended to rejiore 
the old landholders to comfort and compe- 
tency, and to brhig back opulence by pror 
teding increafing property. 

The confultations of Sir John Shore and 
Mr. Law to execute thcfe beneficent pur-r 



* • 

pofes ill the bed manner which thef 
deemed pradicable, confidently with Mr. 
Francises principle of fettlement, viz. with- 
out aftual meafurement, and accurate or 
equalized affeffment, may be colleded from 
the explanation of the Mocurrery plan*, 
'* If earthquakes or inundation, or mijla^ 
ken aflcffment^ render the village inade« 
quate to bear the land tax, the proprietor 
Ihould be at liberty to refign/' *' Nume- 
rous rich men will take villages with even 
a temporary lofs, upon the profpe6k of re- 
covery by improvement -f/* The indi^^** 
rence of the revenue deparment of Govcm- 
cnent to the cliange of proprietors \ in 
1789; the propofed permanence of un- 
equal aflefl'mcnt and dereliftion of Reyuti 
to ablblutc dependence on Zemindars in 
1776, are only modifications of the avowed 
fyftem of 1766 ; and I am fure it is very 
far from my intention to infinuate that 
any of thefe plans were propofed as fcourges 
to the country : I only plead in behalf of 

• Sketch of late Arrangements. Mr. Shsre's Quef- 
tbns and Mr. Law*s Anfwers, Feb. 5, I'ji^p p. 95» 
t Ibid. p. 96. 
X Ibid. p. 914 
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' the Zemindars and ReyutSj that thefe 5r/- 
tijb fyftems were founded on error, and 
have a diredl tendency to deftroy the rights 
of different orders of natives, the prefer- 
vation of which is eifential to the profpe- 
rity of Britijh India ; and until their rights 
and property are prote<9:ed, the only rich 
natives will be the Shroffs and Banyans. 

The eftablifliment of my principle is fb 
far from refting on new grounds, that its 
confirmation may be deduced froqp hiftory : 
the Romans bore relation to J^ia Minor and 
'Egypt^ as the Englijh do to Britijh India. 
The Jews were to the Roman conquerors 
in the precife relation which the Hindoos 
fiiould be to the Britijh. Alexandria had 
been feledled by the Macedonian conqueror 
as the beft fcite for a new Emporium to his 
extended dominions ; and the Romans^ in 
their turn, joined it to their empire. 

Adrian^ in a letter to Servianus^ obferves, 
that Alexandria * was inhabited by JewSj 

• Civitas opulcnta dives foecunda, in qua nemo vl- 
vat otiofus. Alii vitrum conflant, ab aliis charta con- 
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Samaritans J Cbriftians, and worfliippers of 
the Egyptian deities; and that all theie 
people, notwithftanding the diverfity of 
their opinions and their religious fquabbles^ 
in reality, wor(hiped only one God, and 
•* that God was money *.*' Pafling over 
the particubrs of fimilitude, I (hall ftate, 
from JoJipbuSj the caufes by whicK the 
juftice and good intention of Roman admi- 
aiftration failed in their efioS:* He informs 
us, that the Ptolomi^s^ as well as the Ro^ 
mausj depended much on the management 
of the Alexandrian Jtws^ who had the en- 
tire charge of the river; and that the 
wiieft adminiflration of grain in Rome had 
been transferred homSyria d^uA Alexandria^* 
He fays, " if Antiocbus plundered the tem- 

£citur: alii tiaypluoaes funt: omnes certe cujufcun* 
que artis, ec videiKuf et habeatur. Pcxlagrofl quod 
agaxit habent ; habent cacd quod faciant : ne chiragrici 
quidem apud eos otiofl vivunt. Ubus illis deus eft, hunc 
Cfaridianiy hunc Jucbci, hunc omnes venerantur et 
gentes : et utinam eflet morata ci vitas, digna profe Ao 
fui profunditate, qua: pro fut magnitudine, totius 
j£gyptt teneat principatum. Huk ego cunfla con« 
ceffi, Vetera privHegia reddidit nova fie addidi ut prae- 
ienti gratias agerent* Flavii Vojpljci Saturninus, p. 723* 
^ Jortin* 
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file when in friendftiip with us, his viriM 
of money ought not to excite ridicule, thef 
tloak by which his friends attempt to hidtJ 
the impiety*. * If in dne inflance " G^r- 
inanlcus was unaWe to meafure out grain 
amply to his army, it was the fault of ri)'d 
feafon, and not of the jfews.^^ In another 
phcc^ Jofephtis explains the caufes of fedi- 
tion in that city. *' The Egyptldns crowd- 
ing into Alexandria occafioned its ruin ; th^f 
yews retained their cuftoms ; but the Ko* 
unan people, following the Egyptian mo- 
rals, adopted their cnmitks and prejudices j 
for the Roma^is had neither the conftancy 
nor fteadinefs of the Macedonians^ nor the 
prudence of the Greeks f.'* However, to dd 
juftice to the Romans^ and in anfwer to 
Appions reproach, that the yews did not 
cre6l Jiatues to the Roman Enrperors, Jo- 
fephus obferves, ** fo far from being a fub- 
je6l of reproach, it Ihould be matter of 
praife, that the Romms^ having conquered 
us, did not oblige us to defert the laws of 
our country, but accepted fuch honours as 
can be pioufly and lawfully offered. We' 

* yofephuSy p. 1369. 

t Contraft with Cartha^tniauiy Pol^b. lib. x^ 33. 
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indke facrifices for the Roman Empierors 
and the Roman people at the public ex- 
pence, though, for any of our nation, we 
do not offer vi£lims *•" 

The definition of the Alexandrian li- 
brary fifteen years after Syria became a 
Roman province, was a ferious lof$ to lite- 
rature; and its fecond conflagration, 688 
years afterward, will always be confidered 
as irreparable : but, exclufive of the eru- 
dition inveloped in the Sanfcrit^ we may 
even yet hope to regain, by judicious re- 
fearches in the Eaji^ many regretted works 
of enlightened periods: 

Not\Vithftanding Mahomed^ about A. D; 
612, ConciUated the Chrijiians from policy, 
he affefted to be the ignoratit prophet + 
among the tribes of Arabs whom he 
fconverted* There was a fpecies of poe- 
tty peculiar to thefe people, yet Omar de- 
ftroyed without remorfe every veftige of 

* Jofephus, p^ge 1368; 

t The untaught Prophet, ignorant as he came froni 
ks mdtber; Koran Sura. 7. 

3 M 



feaming and philofdphy td ttArer thdr 
knpofture ; when foiicited to fpare the li- 
brary of j1iex>Mdriaj ht faid) if thefe wri- 
tings are contrary to the dd<£lrines of the 
Koran they are heretical, and ought to be 
burned ; if they correfpond with it they are 
fuperfluous^ and he configntd them to fire. 

Letters continued to fufFer perfecution 
after the Mahomedan government became 
monarchical and the family of Ommiyah 
prevailed ; but when the j%bajids 4ethron- 
ed them, and diflinguiihed tbemfelves by 
the black garment, the Fatamius retained 
the white veft, and. efteemed them here- 
tics. Even in the reign of the Ahbafid 
Kalifsj A. D. 780, great refpeft was paid 
to learned Chrijiians who were (killed 
in the Arabefqm^ and to the Arobs who 
were verfed in the old poets before Maho^ 
med. One of the ancient bards is faid to 
have been able to repeat 100,000 verfes* : 
and the learned Renaudot fays, the rules 
by which they were made, are as hard as 
the Greek and Latirtj which they feem un- 

* J afar ^ fon of Abdullah ^ ob. A. D. 384, AMfidOf 
Hift. Mgypt. 
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acquainted with * ; and the Abba/id race 
of Kalifs ordered moft of the Greek books 
to be tranflated into Arabic^ the benefit of 
which was not limited to the Arabs. The 
yews of Spain in general knew Arabic^ and 
many aftronomical books were tranflated 
into Hebrew. The Uaianian tables, order- 
ed to be made by Ulug Beig at Samarcundj 
fliew alfb the degree in which the Maho- 
tnedan Tartars had benefited : certain it is, 
that we had no aftronomical tables in JE«r- 
rope before thofe which Alfonzo^ King of 
Cajiile and Lteon^ ordered to be drawn up 
in the year 1270, for which he employed 
fbme learned Jews \. And when we con- 
lider that Edward L, the Englijh Jujtinian^ 
regubted the EngUJh flandards of length 
and weight on Eajlern precedent, having 
ferved in the wars of the Eajty the adop- 
tion of the Eajlern ftandards in England 
is more probably at firft hand, than in imi- 
tation of the Cajialianj when he vifited 
Spain^X. The policy of encouraging agri- 

* Diflertation on the Accounts of India and Chiim of 
two Mahomedan Travellers in the 9th century, p. 255. 

t Ibid. p. 222. 

X Bifliop Hooper's Inquiry intj ancient Meafures, 
p. 16. 

3 M 2 
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culture feems to have been impreffed on 
St. Louis of France ; for on his return from 
the Holy Land, to repair the misfortunes 
occafioned to his country by his abfence, 
he ordained that no interruption (hould 
be given to the exportation of corn, wine, 
&c.* an ordinance infinitely more wife 
and adequate to its objed: than thofe of 
fubfequent reigns. The calculations of 
M. Fauban fuppofed the extent of France 
30,000 fquare leagues, and the cultivated 
land 10,000 fquare leagues, of which 7,500 
in grain, each producing 2,62^ fepuersj-^ 
for bread, feed corn deduded, would feed 
31,240,000 inhabitants, zt three feptiers '\" 
to each perfon : later calculations ftate 
that, in 1621, French corn, in price and 
quality, defied competition in the Engli/h 
market, and was fold in France at eighteen 
livres, prefent money ; and the produce 
then is eftimated to have been* feventy mil- 
lions of feptiers ; and the population of 
France alfo to have been infinitely greater 
than at prefent. The adual produce of 

♦ Ordinance, Dec. 1254. 

t SeptieVf equal to 2^40 pounds weight. 
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grain in France is eftimated at forty-five 
millions* of Septiers at 17 //V* 8 fols\ and 
the period of 1748, 9, and 50, during 
which France imported from England j on 
an average, 1,400 muiJsf each year, the 
amount compared to the confumption was 
confidered as a drop of water in a pond J ; 
therefore, injudicious regulation, anarchy, 
or centrical commotions, which interrupt 
the cultivation of France^ and its free in- 
ternal circulation, will diftrefs them more 
than furrounding warfare. The wife re- 
gulation of Great Britain to open and 
(hut its ports when grain rifes or falls in 
the market to fair fpecified prices, enfures 
fiee fale and reafonable profit in the feafons 
of greateft abundance, which has, and, I 
hope, will long countera(9: the unreafon- 
able fpeculaiion of theorifts, who require 
that grain (hould recompence the hulband- 
man, by an advance of price in proportion 
as the articles of luxury rife by the influx of 
riches, without taking to account that the 

* Encyclopedie, dernier edition, art. Bled. 
t One Muidy equal to XvicXs^feptiers. 
\ Eflais fur la PoUce des Grains. 
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cxclufion of foreign corn, beyond a rule 
of iTidifpcnfible policy and neceflity, would 
annihilate the reciprocity eflential to com- 
merce, and would reduce the cultivation 
of the country to its confumption, and 
Qccafion the extremes of fludluation in 
price; very low prices with abundant crops, 
and very high prices with bad crops, which 
never can produce an average favourable 
to agriculture. We know that the riches 
pf Lydia and Perfia did not vary the ftand- 
ard prices of corn ; when the Romans were 
at the extent of their excefles of folly and 
extravagance corn was very cheap*. The 
riches of Delhi^ which enabled Nadir Shah 
to carry away 120 millions fterling, did 
not raife the price of grain in the Bengal 
provinces ; and humanity didates the fame 
policy '' for Britifh India : for whenever 
riches, bad adminiflration, warfare, or 
over-grown manufadures of luxury from 
foreign materials^ do not leave hands and 
capital for the cultivation of land, they 
check agriculture and national induftry ; 
and by whatever means induftry dimlniflies, 

* Tacitus, Ann. lib. 15. 
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population will decreafe, and the prices of 
provifions muft rife in ^ proportional de- 
gree. The (lory of Pythopolis *, the Ly-» 
dian^ might inftrud the modern nations, 
whofe idlenefs begets poverty among fliip 
loads of fpecie ; tlierefore, as in the ele- 
venth and twelfth century we ourfelves 
were confirmed in found policy, from the 
gleamngs of Eaftern policy and literature, 
as the Romans J Grecians^ and the people of 
Ifrael had been before us, we ought not to 
hefitate in admitting that the experience 
and fyftem of the Hindoos is beft fnited 
to their own internal government. If we 
muft indulge in theory, with much fafety 
we might fuggeft a ferious hope, that thp 
refult of a judicious fcttlement of India 
may become an equitable rule of collecting 
the dues of the Englijh Church, without 
violating its rights, property, or prejudices; 
for if, according to the juft principle of 
Akbar^ Hindoo coUedions are made on a 
ten-years fettlement, the corn rent^ as efta- 
bliChed by fome college leafes, on fimilar 
principle, being made general throughout 

* PoJyaeni ^ix?^3ig* lib. 8, c. 42. 
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JEngland and W^aks^ with a ftipulation that 
either the church or the parilh fhall have 
the right to demand a frefh valuation and 
agreement every fourteen or twenty-one 
years ; the church might be enabled to af- 
certain its income, and make the beft ap- 
plication and diftribution of its funds for 
the advancement of religion, morality, and 
learning, without farther encroaching on 
lay lands, by extending the operation of 
Queen Anne\ bounty ; confequently, not 
only every jealoufy of the church, but the 
ever exifting temporal diflentions, leading 
to fpiritual fchifm, which alienate the clergy 
from their pariftioners, would vanifh. I 
cannot give a better illuftration of the ex- 
cellence of native Hindoo management, than 
by annexing two tables of village accounts, 
which Colonel John Murray obligingly 
tranfmitted to me from India five years 
ago ; the additional columns are of his 
fuggeftion, to (hew how eafily an official 
return might be made of the aftual pro- 
duce and population of the whole of Britijh 
India^ only by eftabliftiing confidence, and 
by taking advantage of forms now in ufe 
in the villages of the Hindoos. 
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CHAP. XXI. 

On the life and Abufe of Precedent. 

-tlAVING enlarged on the component 
parts of Britijh India under different iy^- 
tems of adminiftration, it may be expedited 
that I fhould connedl the various deduc- 
tions into a new and perfed jfyftem ; I 
profefled only to give an analyfis, and 
if the component parts are truly ftated, 
iyftem will arife from them, inftead of the> 
eftablifhed order of fociety being fubverted 
to adapt them to fyftem ; for it would be 
impoflible to conne<ft in one fyftem, the 
ideal perfe£tion of Plato and the praftical 
cruelty oi Aurengzebe. 

In the inftance of Brltifh India^ the opi- 
nions of Great Britain^ by almoft general 
confent, have been led to the feudal fyftem 
as a precedent ; I fliall, therefore, only 
ftate the neceflity of caution in adopting 
precedent, either for controling the civil 
or religious opinions of the natives. 
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Dr. Robert/on^ after having given way to 
the dodtrines of Mr. Roufe^ concurred in 
the accepted opinion; and fays, ** I ima- 
gine that the (late of landed property in 
India might be greatly illuflrated by aa 
accurate coctiparifon of k with the nature 
of feudal tenures ; and I apprehend that 
there might be traced there, a fucceffion of 
changes taking place, much in the fame 
order as has been obferved in Europe^ frdlii 
which it might appear that the pofieflion 
of land was granted at firfl during pleafure, 
afterwards for life, and at length became 
perpetual and hereditary : but even after 
this lafl form, when land is acquired by 
purchafe or inheritance, the manner in 
which the right of property is confirmed 
and rendered complete, in Europe by char- 
ter, in India by a Sunnud from the Sove- 
reign, feems to point out what, was its 
original ftate '*." 

It certainly would be very defirable^to 
trace a rule of wife adminiflration from 
precedent, but, unfortunately, opinions 



i 



* HiAorical Difquifition, p. 346. 
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have been fo unfaithfully recorded, nca 
policy has neceflarily been (6 much ac- 
commodated to prejudices and local cir- 
cun^ances, or corruptly to peculation and 
avarice, that it is very difficult from any 
admitted fafls to deduce certain principles ; 
and where fuch latitude of conftrudibn 
exifts, the fame precedent may be fuited 
to oppofite fyftems ; I have not found one 
among the writings publiflhed in Europe. 
I have already quoted from Agricola^s let- 
ters, which contain much ufeful local in- 
formation ftated to Europeam refident '<X 
Calcutta ; but cannot follow implicitly that 
author, who appears to defpair of a perfciSl 
fyftem, and to be ready to difpenfe with 
fundamental principles, to obtain common 
juftice and honefty under any modification 
of defeiflive fyftem. I can aflent to Agri- 
cola\ opinion of the Mocurrery plan, but I 
cannot fay to the Eaji-India Company *, 
** in the courfe of my different letters, my 
opinion in regard to landed property may 
be pretty clearly inferred ; however, I have 
no objedion to fubfcribe to the idea that 

* JgrUola, Letter 43, p. %<)o. 
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the Zemndars are the proprietors of thcf 
foil, inflead of renters, and confefs ic gave 
me no fmall fatisfaction to find them pub* 
licly acknowledged as fuch, naturally con- 
cluding that it was a prelude to their being 
treated as fuch ; but how (hall I exprefs 
my furprife to fee this aft of generoiity^ 
for on the prefent occafion I cannot call it 
policy, made an inftrument of oppreffion, 
unheard of in any country*." I am alfo 
obliged to diflent from Agricoid% political 
view of the fyftem continued by the pre- 
fent aft. The government of a company 
by a Board of Control and Parliament, he 
confiders a pernicious and deftruftive mi- 
nifterial government ; whereas, in my opi- 
nion, it is the only prafticable mode of 
rendering the control of Parliament effec- 
tive ; for commercial difputes by the aft 
are to be fettled between the Board and 
the Company, by the privy Council ; but 
Parliament muft decide on the political 
meafures of the adminiftration : fome pro- 
* prietors, it is true, may affume (ham con- 
fequence, and propofe refolutions to attraft 

♦ Agricola, Letter ^5, p. 208, 
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popularity, but the intereft of the public 
and of the Company will not be facrificed 
by the Board of Control according to the 
caprice of a faftion of proprietors, fo long 
a$ xht political eftablifhnrients are accounted 
iot by the Minifter to Parliament, not to 
the Proprietors. 

Another difficulty, occurred, as to the 
beft mode of difFufing among the inhabi-^ 
tants of Bitijh India a knowledge of our 
intentions, and the neceflary intercourfe 
with the various people included in our 
empire. 

The difputcs on this fubje£l need not 
be very long ; a certain number of Englijh 
muft learn the language of India^ or all 
the natives muft learn Englijh. 

Jujiinian publifhed in Greek becaufe it 
was the moft generally underftood lan- 
guage*, and is a much better rule or 

* Noftra conftitutio quam pro omne natione Graca 
lingua compofuimus. Jujiin. Inftit. lib. 3, tit. viii, 3. 

Graca leguntur in omnibus fere gentibus, Latina 
fuis finibus exiguis fane continentur. Cic, Orat. pro 

Arch. 
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precedent than Mr. Francises ferious recom- 
mendation of obliging the natives of India 
to ieam Englijb ; ** every man then would 
be able to fpeak for himfclf, and every 
complaint v^rould be underflood ^ ; which 
opinion he. fupports by a reference to For- 
tefcue^ alfo quoted by Hume + . " Confi- 
militer Gallici port eorum adventum in j^n- 
gUam^ ratiocenia de eorum provenientibus 
non reciperunt nifi in proprio idiomate^ ne 
iffi inde deciperentur J." 

By fome obfervations on this propofed 
precedent from the Englijh hiftory, I will 
juftify my opinion of the importance of a 
judicious feleftion, if we muft at all events 
20i on precedent. 

** King William eftablifhed a covenant 
with the people of Kent to be received as 
their liege lord^ and the people of Kent txi- 
jofy their ancient liberties, and for ever- 
more enjoy the laws and cuftoms of the 



♦ Letter from Mr. Francis to Lord North. Debreit, 

I793» P- 49- 
t HuTM^ Hift. o{ England, Vol. L p. 084* 

X Fortffcui, cap. 48. 
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Country ; the reft of England fubmitted td 
Bondage^. ''^ And, oa the attempt toobUge 
a conquered country to learn the language 
of the conqueror, the fame Chronicle ob- 
ferves, " here, by the waie, I give you to 
note a great abfurditie^ niamelle, that thofe 
laws which touched all were, notwith- 
ftanding, written in xht Norman toong^ 
which the Englijhmen underftand not ; fo 
that even at the beginning you would have 
great numbers, partlie by the iniquitie of 
the laws, and partlie by ignorance in mif- 
conftruing the fame, ^to be wrongfuUie 
condemned, fome to death, and fome in 
the forfeitures of their goods; others were 
fo entangled in fuites and caufes, that by 
no means they knew how to get out, but 
continually were tofled from poft to pillar,* 
in fuch wife, that in their minds they curf- 
ed the time that ever fuch unequal laws 
Were made +." I am forry Mr. Francis 
fhould feleil from this period of the Engli/h 
Hiftory the only fevere mark of conqueft, 
by which William the Conqueror was under 

* HoUtngfhed^s Chronicle, anno 1067. 
t Ibid. Vol. III. pages. 
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Hie ft^ceffity of extending the foundation 
of his own power> and of the liberty we 
now enjoy. 

Alfred in the beginning of his reign had 
fcarcely the hope of recovering his king- 
dom. The converfion of the Danes to 
Chriftianity rendered them valuable fub- 
jeds ; the code which Alfred compoftd^ was 
called, the fFeJ Saxon Lage. " The ra- 
vages of the Danes had ruined the com- 
monwealth of learning, and frighted the 
taufes out of the ifland. This barbarous 
fenemy feemed to proclaim war againft 
(ente and underftandingt. they hated to fee 
the Englj/h better poliflied than themfelvesj 
and, as they plundered the monafteries out 
of covetoufnefs, fo they burnt the libraries 
out of envy^ that there might be nothing 
ttaiaining to reproach their ignorance*/* 
When united by Chriftianity, they ob- 
tained indifcriminate privilege. The Mi- 
nifters of Religion, both among the Pagan 
ind Chriftian S axons ^ were exempt from 
all military fervice, and forbidden the life 

♦ Collier's Ecclef. Hift. of England, Vol. I. p. 165- 
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6f arms. The Pagan Northumbfiani iitii-^ 
gined their High Prieft, Coefiy was become 
mad when they beheld him riding on a 
horfe with a fpear in his hand, like a Secu- 
lar Thane \ " becaufe they knew it was not 
lawful for a prieft to bear arms, or ride 
upon a horfe*/' In 627 he overturned 
the great temple at Godmundham near Yorkj 
and embraced Chriftianity +. After the bat- 
tle of Egginton, A. D. 878, in which Alfred 
defeated^ the Danes ^ he afligned them lands 
in Eaji AngUa and Northumberland o\\ their 
embracing Chriftianity, and made it their 
intereft to defend the country they came to 
plunder |; and thereby obtained acceffion of 
fhips and failors, with which he fought, 
with different fuccefs, againft other Dani/h 
fleets §. The lands granted by the King 
and others to the church, were fubjed to 
military fervices as other lands, which 

* Beda Hift. lib. c* 13* 

t Ibid. lib. a. c. 10. 

X }V. Malmsb. lib. 2. c. 4. 

§ AJptr^ p. 9. 
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the clergy performe J by their ceor/s^ or free 
teuants *• 

Kdward the elder enforced the regula- 
tions of Alfred\ " Omnibus qui reipublicae 
praefunt, etiam atque etiam mando ut om- 
nibus asquos fe pragbeant judices perinde ac 
in judiciali libro (Saxonice Doom-bee) 
fcriptum habetur, nee quicquam formi- 
dent, quin jus commune audadler liberequc 
dicant.*' 

Edward the Confejfor was called from 
his afylum in Normandy^ after another 
Danijb invafion and conqiieft had introduc- 
ed foreign cuftoms, and defaced the polity of 
the WeJl'Saxon law. Alfred therefore has 
properly been denominated the Injlhutorj 
and "Edward the Confeflbr the Rejlitutor 
Legum. His code was formed for the 
fbuthern provinces of England \ but the 
northern provinces continued under a dif- 
ferent Government +. He combined with 
Alfred^ code, or the IVeJl-Saxon Lage^ 

♦ Reliqube Spelman, p. 19. Vide Henry's Hiftory 
of England. 

t Blacijlone Comment, Halt Hift. 55. 

3N2 
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the Dane Lage aiid the Mereen Lage^ cofif-' 
fcquently the old Britijh cuftoms bore theif 
proportion of weight, and " the provin- 
cial polity of counties and their fubdi- 
vifions, have never been altered or difcon- 
tinned, through all the fhocks and muta- 
tions of government, from the time of it^ 
firft inftitution ; though the laws and cuf- 
toms therein ufed, have often fufFered 
confiderable change,**' 

IViUiam the Norman took a Coronation 
oath to govern his fubjedts with clemency 
and juftice, and to treat the Englijh as Nor^ 
mans ; and he proceeded to reduce to obe- 
dience the Northern provinces, and thereby 
made England in fa61r one kingdom, under 
the fame law. Ingu/phus'f^ who lived at his 
court, fays, he required charters to be figned 
and fealed in wax as well as witnefled, in- 
ftead of the Englijh Saxon cuftom of fetting 
the figure of a crofs, or fome religious em- 
blemof the name of Chriji ; in efFeft it dif- 
allowed the incroachments of the Church 

♦ Blackftone, Vol IV, p. 405. 
t Ingulphi Hiltor. p. 70* 



acid their pretenfions to exemptions ; tbetr 
lands wereregifteredy under the tenure of 
Knights fervice, andcntcred on a roll with 
the other lands of the kingdom. It is 
ftaCed,* that in the twentieth year of his 
reign. King William convened the great 
men and landholders to do homage ; by his 
ifiqueft, he had afcertained the occupants 
and value of the lands in Edward the Con- 
fe^lbr's time, and their value when granted 
by his charters^ and at the period of the 
Doomfday book. That roll of " Ecclefi- 
aftical fervitude," as M. Paris calls it, be- 
gun in A, D, 1008, and finilfhed in 1086, 
•—for ages** Sigilii regis comes fuit indivi- 
duus in thefturo," is now in the Chapter* 
houfe at fVefimin/ler^ and was lately printed* 
This I beHeve is a true defcnption of that 
important record. In difcuflions before 
Parliament, it was dated with equal proba- 
bility, that the cuftomary of Nortnandy was 
introduced iivto Normandy from England by 
Henry I. when he conquered his brother i2(?- 
hert ; therefore, fays JVitlock^ it is not fur- 

• Sir fFtlKam MartirC% introdudion to the Law of 
Tenures, 
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prifing that the Englijh and Norman Co4c. 
ihould be found to correfpond, and their 
origin be difputed*. King William pro-: 
mifed the Bijhop and Portreve of Lon- 
don^ in the Saxon tongue+, to preferve 
the Laws of Edward, and the property of 
thofe who were good fubjefts ; and Hol^ 
ingfhed further obferves, that King JVilliam 
f* brought to pafs, that the countrye was 
fo rid of thieves and robbers, as at length 
a maid might have paffed through the land 



* Whitlock^s Memorial, November, 1650. 

t JVilliem King grcts WilViem Bifceop and Godfrfd 
Porterefariy and call ya Burgwurn binnen Londoriy Freri'^ 
ci/cey & Englife frendlice, & ic kiden coy, yeet ic wille 
yeet get ben ealra weera lagayweord, ye get weeran on 
Eadwerds daege Kings. And ic will yeet aelc child by 
his fader yrfnume, aefter his'faders daege, and ic nelle 
gc wolian, yeet aenig, man eoy aenis wrang beode 
God eoy heald. 

Wilhelmum Rex falutat WUhelmum Eplfcopum et Gof- 
fridum Portegrefiuniy et omnen Burghware infra Lon- 
dorij Frans. et ArigL amicabiliter, et vobis notum facio 
quod ego volo quod vos fitis omni lege ilia digni qua 
fuiftis Edward i dicbus regis, et volo quod omnis puer fi^ 
patris fui hacres port diem patris fui, et ego nolo pari 
quod aliquis homo aliquam injuriam vobis infera^. 
Deus vos falvet. HoJingJhed Chronicle. 
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with a' bag of gold* and not have met with 
any mifdoer to have bereft her of the 
fame, a thing fo ftrange to confider, (ith 
in the beginning of his reign there were 
fuch routs of outlaws and robbers, that the 
peaceabler people could not be fafelie pof- 
fefled of their own houfes, were the fame 
never fo well fortified and defended +;" and 
to the honour of the Normans^ during their 
brilliant carreer of two centuries, in France^ 

« 

Italy\ Sicily\^ and the Eq/iy their valour 
\yas foftened by juftice, 

In this manner King WilUam made ^ 
barrier jigainft Papal encroachments, and 
in a fubfequent period the Barons, the 
Ariftocracy of this Country, prevented the 
Crown from being tempted by temporal 
dominion, to fubmit to fpiritual fervitude. 

♦ J. R$us. 

t Holing/hed. Chron. p. 17, 

J' Leges et julticiae cultus tempore Gulielmi k^ 
cundi vigebat in regno ; fua crat quilibet forte con- 
tentus ; ubic^ue pax, ubique fecuritas, nee latronum 
metuabat viator infidias, nee maris nauta ofFendicula 
piratarum. 

Hift. Sicul. Hugo Falcondus, Muratori CoHcd. 
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Pope Innocent the Fourth had offered the 
kingdom of Sicily to Richard Earl of 
Cornwall third Brother to King Henry the 
third, which he rtfufed ; and it was then 
offered to Henry the Third, who would not 
engage in war to depofe his Nephew, foil 
of the late Emperor Frederick ; but when 
Emperor Conrade had put the young Henry 
to death, and feized on Sicily f the offer 
was again made to Henry the Third, who. 
accepted it for his fon Edmund : the Pope^ 
died, and his fucceffor was defeated by 
Manfred^ who was crowned King of the 
two Sicilies ; notwithftanding which, Henry 
?iccepted the title for his fon, who was i^- 
vefted in London^ A, D, 1255. TheKiag 
was obliged to apply to Parliament, and the 
Parliament refufing its aid, the King by 
his Proclamation, and Pope by his Bullj^ 
enforced the exaftions on the laity and 
clergy of England : Parliament again re- 
fufed, and the King adjourned the Parli- 
ament to Oxford^ where he agreed to the 
fix Articles, called the Provifions or Sta- 
tutes of Oxford^ from which he was abfol- 
ved by Pope Urban the Fourth ; the Barons^ 
th?n took arms, and made the King prifoner^^ 
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ai)d writs were liTued in the King's name 
by Simon Mtmifordj Earl of Leicefier ; the 
writs to the Sheriff were ^^wr^?/, to fend two 
Knights for ev^ery Shire ; (ince which pe- 
riod, the right of Citizens and Burgeffes to 
fit in Parliament has never been qucllioned, 
though the Commons were not regularly 
fummoned for many years after. In 1265, 
Pope Urban revoked the grant of Sicily to 
Prince Edmtind^ and his fucceffor granted 
it to Charles of jinjou^ brother to St. Louis^ 
King of France ; and King Henry^ while 
in Leicejler^s power, iflUed a commiffion iti 
1265, to renounce the kingdom of Sicily in 
the name of his fon Edmund. Prince Ed^ 
ward defeated Leicejler and the Barons, 
at Evejbam^ and the eftates of EeiceJUr^ of 
Perrers Earl of Derby ^ of John of Mon-i 
mouthy and others were given to Prince Ed- 
mund^ created Earl of Lancajler^ Leiceftery 
Derby^ and Cfjampaigne^ which laid the 
foundation of the greatnefs of the Houfe of 
Lancafter^ thereby iiKreafed to fuch height^ 
that Henry of Bolingbrooky too powerful 
for a fubjeft, depoled his coufin germaa 
Richard the Second, and aicended the 
throne, Thus in Prince Edm/md^ wer^ 
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originally founded the great contentions 
which fo long fubfifted between the two 
houfesof Tork and Lancajler ; and the de- 

« 

mocratical part of our Conftitution acquired 
a permanent bafis.* It was from a due re^ 
gard to the three orders of the ftate, that 
^'in the reign of Edward the Firft, ftiled 
the Englijh Jujiinian +, the Law did receive 
fo fudden a perfeftion, that Sir Mattheiv 
Hali'l does not fcruple to affirm, that more 
was done in the firft thirteen years of his 
reigii to fettle and eftablifh the diftributive 
juftice of the kingdom, than in all the age^ 
fince that time put together.'* 

Hence it will appear, that EngUfh hiftory 
will afford us inftru6tion, notwithftanding 
we negleft Mr. Francis\ hint of making 
the natives of India learn Engllfh. It will be 
eafy alfo to trace in the earlieft periods of 
Engl'ilh hiftory, that the BriuJJj conlidered 
it an important principle to rcje£l an impe- 

* Archalohgiay Vol. IV. DifTertationof T. AftUy Efq. 
. t Blackftoney Vol. IV. B. 4. C. 33. HaU. Hift. 
C. L. 56. 

\ The Statutes of Population of Henry the Seventy, 
of Retainers y and of Alienations , transferred power from 
the Nobles to the People. 
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rtum in imperio — and yet there are men who 
hold forth the rude and abfurd violence of 
a Cade and a ^yler^ which our anceftors 
witnefled with detedation and horror, as 
laudable examples, and prefer their own 
comments on the original rights of man, 
prior to fbciety, to the experience of ages. 

The Brltljb Church fb early as A. D. 
59O9 refufed to fuhmit to the juri(Hi£lion 
of Auguftine^ Arch-bifhop of Canterbury* ; 
and when Rdrjoard the Confejfor fent to 
Rome J to induce Pope Formofus to with- 
draw his Bull of Excommunication againfl: 
the King and his Englijb fubjefts, for neg- 
IcQi ot ecclefiaftical adminiftration + ; the 
Cornifli men, uho v< etc Brit i/b^ refufed to 
fubmit,. and took no notice of the Pope's 
authority J. The dire£l intercourfe which 
the Sovereigns of Europe had with Palejiine^ 
immediately after the Conqueft, tended to 
confirm this ancient £r//^ opinion. 

• Collier % Ecckfiaft. Hid. p. 171, 

t tVilliam de Malmjb. and the Regifter ©f the Pri- 
crjof Canterbury. 

X Spilman. Conf. Vol I, p, 387,38- 
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Tbc firft Kalifs after Mahomet conftantly 
introduced the prayer on Friday with a 
CQtbat or fermon. When the Kalifs^ hav^ 
mg acquired power to combine their fec-^ 
taries by abfolute monarchy, and laid aftde 
preaching in perfon, the Imams concluded 
the Cotbat with a prayer for the Kal^i 
bence the perfon in whofe name the Cot but 
was delivered was acknowkged Supreme* 

The princes of the families of Buija^ 
Seljukids^ and others who revolted from the 
KaUfs^ continued to pay them the honour 
of the Mofque as head of their Church j 
whereas the Fatemites had the Cotbat in their 
0wn name, whereby they were called Ht'^ 
nticks by the other Mahomedans. Thus 
the Kalifs of Bagdad became mere cyphers, 
having only the honour of the Molque, 
the right of Inveftitures, and of coining 
money ; the tributary Princes of the or- 
thodox Mahomedans confequently had very 
complicated allegiance. The Cotbat firft 
inentioned the Kdlif owl of religion, theo 
the Sultan out of duty, as fbvereign, and 
then the Prince himfelf. The coin bore 
fhe Kalifs name on one fide, and the Sul^ 
tarCs on the other ; under this form all the 
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Mahomedan Princes in Mejfopotamia^ Syria^ 
and Egypt J reduced their lyftem in 1250^ 
after the death of Moadzam Turan Sbab^ 
the laft of the family of the Ayubites^ fuc- 
ceflbrs of Saladln^ who was killed by his 
own people, while St. Louis^ K^^g ^ 
France^ was in prifon ; at which period the 
Kalifat and Cothat ceafed ; the confcquences 
of which political event King Edward h 
witneffed in Palejline. 

The T^urhfi and Circajflan Mamluck Tar- 
tars revived both nominally, till the death 
and defeat of Tumam-bey^ the twenty-third 
and laA CircaJJian Sultaurij who was hanged 
by the order of Selim^ the Emperor of the 
TirriJj, in 15 15, fince which the Mufti Yim 
been eflabliflied. The fluduation of Ala^ 
homedan fymbols of (bvereignty, marks 
them to be of little political importance, 
and of much pradical inconvenimcc# 
The Moguls who conquered Hindojian were 
of the fcft of Omar^ and the principal 
people who became the chiefs in the Mogul 
Court, and thofe who came at the Perjian 
Invaiion, were of the {tOt of ^//, and 
differed totally in their cufloms and religion. 
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from Hindoos. I will purfue the obferva- 
tion a little further, to draw another con- 
clufion^ 



• ■ . • * 

The Saracens^ who overran Spain an;J 
Sicily^ made the firft attempt againft Spain 
when the King of the Fijtgoihs appeared in 
his greateft power ; Montefquieu * fuppofcs 
the rapid difufe of the Fijigoth Law in 
Spain to be the confequence of ignorance 
in writing ; but it appears to have ariferi 
from more natural caufes. The Vijtgoth 
Kings had abolifhed not only the written 
Roman Law, but the cuftomary Law of 
the natives of Spain -{-^ and were particu- 
larly fevere againft the Jews^ who formed 
a confiderable part of the natives, living 
under the Roman Law ; a general revolt 
was theconfequence; the y^wj invited the 
Saracens ; and though Womb a fubdued the 
revolters, he dared not punifti them ; a 
few years afterwards the Saracens con- 
quered Spainy and the kingdom conformed 
to a cuftomary law. 

* Montefquieu Liv. 28, c. xii. 

t Loix des IVlfigothu L. 2. Tit. I. § 9.- 
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fi^rom thefe, as from numberlefs example^ 
in the hiftory of mankind, we may know, 
whenever laws are founded in juftice, and 
applicable to the habits of a civilized foci- 
cty, whether they are written or traditio- 
nal, they will be remembered with fuper- 
ftitious veneration ; and it will always 
be idle to imagine it poffible to eftablifh 
the fi^ion of any defeftlve government, 
without reallfing, in a many-fold degree^ 
all the defeiSs incident to that fyftcm 
for which reafon the fidtlon of hereditary 
fiefs, with a continuation of the ine- 
quality of freda^ which the plan of 
fettlement of 1776, for Bengal^ would 
have eftabllfhed ; and the definition of the 
htege Lords by the the ten-years fettlement 
now exifting in Bengal^ cannot ever pro-*' 
duce either feodal dependance, or political 
dependance ; from the fame caufe that the 
Salique Law had no efFed in the fecond 
race of French Kings, when there was no 
Common Law becaufe nobody could en- 
force Common Law ; and in the third race 
the fovereign did not even think it worth 
while .to infert in the Charters his right to 
fuperintend the judicature: whatever wc 
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ttiay do in fupport of the Revehue hiwii 
during the ten years fettlement of 1789*^ 
the referved rent will operate as the fredum 
to the Zemindar ; and the freda to the te- 
nantry . being arbitrary, and in no degree 
defined or controled, but depending on the 
caprice of the Zemmdar^ the whole body 
of tenantry or Reyuts muft be enflaved. 
Political ficlion therefore ought never to 
be ufed by c^nfiderate men, except, after 
the raoft diligent inveftigation and inquiry^ 
it (hall appear, that the people to be go- 
verned are either fb ignorant and barbarous^ 
or fo profligate from licencioufnefs and 
irreligion, that it is impoffible, without fa- 
crificing all order and fecurity, to apply to 
tliem the rule which Sir IVtlliam Temple yZnA 
otherst, who do not defpife the experience 
of mankind in /ociety^ admit, that ** thofe 
forms are beft which have been longeft re- 
ceived and authorized in a nation, by cuf- 
tom or ufe, and into which the humours 
and manners of the people run in the 
moft general current/' On the fame prin- 
ciple and conlideration, the corredlion of a 

* Montefquiuj L. 28, C. 9. 
t Polybius, Hift. Lib. lo, § 23.- 
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defe£HVe fyftem requires d difpaffionate 
and patient invedigation, becaufe all expe- 
rimental reforms are calamitous to a peo- 
ple, whenever their preflure is neither ana- 
logous to their cuiloms, nor defined by' 
written or traditional realbn, nor arifing 
from found policy or real neceffity. I fin- 
cerely wifh that the Brifj/h Courts of Law 
may be for ever revered in Great Britain^ 
-M'here they are adequate to their beneficial 
ribje£):€ ; and as fincerely I hope that the 
praflice .of the Englijh Courts maybe ex- 
cluded from Britijh India. If a rajh expe- 
riment of reform had not abolifhed, a few 
years ago, the Board of Trade and Plan^ 
tatianSf which the joint labour of a Com- 
mittee or Board of Council, and a Board 
of Agriculture as now conftituted, will 
never replace, I might have referred to its 
records, to point out the neceffity of abfb- 
lutely defining, in the moft minute detail, 
the inftruftions to evepy praftitioner of the 
Courts of Weftminp^r^ detached to admi- 
nifter the Law of England. Intlie rmallefl: 
government on theCoaft oi Africa^^ an in- 
fifance occurred of one Lawyer, with a 

Clerk, exhibiting the forn^of the/, various 

30 



[ 930 ] 

Courts of H^ejlminjlery with their relativif 
appeals^ and by indefatigable attendance on 
the fuitors, both iu and out of Court, 
made the moft of every caufc conliftantly 
with official precedent of Englijh practice ; 
a ridicule which was of ihort duration from 
the reprefentation of that Board ; the eh an* 
ces of fimilar abfurdity muft not exift ; but 
the hopes ot checking oppreffion, may 
reafonably be expe^Sed in India from £«- 
gli/h gentlemen, who, on a proper exami- 
nation, fhall be found, by their educa- 
tion and knowlege of the language, to be 
qualified to fuperintend a diflrift in India^ 
and to aft as Jufticc of the Peace, with 
a written Code^ founded on old principles, 
with refpedl to the rights and habits of 
the natives ; for we cannot , fay at this time 
more than at any former period, appoint 
good men, and they will make good Laws ; 
but give good orders, and they will 
make good men. If it (hould be objected 
that fuch- jurifdiftion will refemble our 
County Courts, 1 (hall only beg precifion 
as to the period at which the precedent is 
to be taken ; if from the early period when 
the Earl or Sheriff in perfon prefided, and 
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the JuAiciary Courts were ill adminif* 
teredy 1 (hall admk the precedent to be ap- 
plicable ; but by no means ihould we make 
it refemble the modem County Courts, in 
which any Attorney, as deputy to the 
Sheriff^ officiates in the court, extended 
by the Writ of Ju/licies to a juridi£):ion op- 
preffi ve beyond the common limited County 
Courts, and unneceflarily (b, fince the Juf- 
ticiary Courts are duely admin idered : the 
low pradice of the Law is the lumber and 
difgrace of Brttijh Judicature. 

The good fortune of Great Britain has 
urged her to repel innovations ; the old 
Britijb Cuftoms, Common Law^ didated by 
reafon^ whether derived from Phaniclan 
or Gaulle polity, has influenced every pe- 
riod of Brltljh reform, particularly in 
the twelfth century, when every other 
part of Europe yielded to the Roman Law. 
The ingenuity and art of fubfequent at- 
tempts to evade it, particularly by mi(ap- 
plying precedents of feudal fyfteih, and of 
Roman Law, to edablifh an ecclefiaftical 
imperlum et Imperio^ are concifely and 
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ably ftated by BtaciJiMe *, m his Com- 
mentaries, in which he does juftice to 
the vigbrbus arid fuccefsftil defence of 
the Britijb iPiarfiament, which has main- 
taitied the indepeindance, arid uhity of the 
Conflitution. 1 have ftated the proceedings 
of Parliament, to check the late attempt 
fince our acquifition of territory in India by 
a trading company colleftively, and coUu- 
fively, by individual proprietors or fervants, 
to inftimte the ^orft fort of elufion ; this 
, commercial plot, like the forriier deeper 
plan of clerical management, proved but 
a bubble when the eyes of Parliament ^ere 
opened, lanxl the people fet themfelves 
with vigour to dppofe it ; " fo Vain and ri- 
diculous,'' {zysB/iickJone^y " isthe attempt 
to live in fociety, without acknowleging 
the obligations which it lays us under, and 
to afFedt an entire independance of that 
Civil State, which protects us in all our 
Rights, and gives us every other liberty, 
that only excepted, of defpifing the Laws 
of the Community." 

• Blacijione's Comment. B. 2. c. 18. B. 4. c. i. 
i Vol. IV. p. 109. 



We have infinite obligation to the gen- 
tlemen who have devoted their time to the 
ftudy of the Sanfcrit ; and the tranflations 
of the books preferved in that ancient lan- 
guage vi^ill not prove an unprofitable ad- 
dition to the hiftory of mankind and of 
literature : but we are not to expeft a fub- 
ftitute for the valuable remains of ancient 
hiftory which we poflefs, but a valuable 
illudration of its moft obfcure parts. We 
have not now to learn that mythology is 
inflru^ion conveyed in a tale, on which, 
if we meditate with the judgement of a 
Bacon^ we may learn the wifdom of the 
ancients ; but, if we view it through the 
medium of ignorant prejudice, we (hall 
come within the obfervation of a Hindoo 
writer, " that whoever obftinately adheres 
to any fet of opinions, may bring himfelf 
to believe the frefhefl: fan^al wood is ^ 
flame of fire*." Information from Eaft- 
ern or from Weftern mythology, connec- 
ted with hiftory, will (hew that it has been 
often mifunderftood and mifapplied, but 
not in a greater degree than eloquence and 

* Afiadc Refearches, Vol. I. p. azf. 
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poetic fidlion to ridicule virtue and religion^ 
the bulwarks of a free nation, or to diref^ 
the daggers of {edition to lacerate the vita^si 
pf the conftitution, and the bonds of focia\ 
habits. I cannot afl\ime other pretenfions, 
than arife from a patient inveftigation 
of the proceedings of Britijh adniiniftra- 
tion, and from their own ftatements, to 
make conclufions apparent, which arc: 
fmothered in the voluminous bulk of Inz 
dian records; and hpvyeyer imperfeft my 
praftical application ipay be, it wi^l, \ 
hope, have a better chance of being dif- 
paflionately reviewed^ frona fpy haying 
fleered clear of all party and perfonal pon- 
fiderationSj-T-Uterally in the degree \ had 
prefcribed to myfelf, never having feen 
the alarming extent of the work together, 
xinlil its detached parts returned from the 
prefs ; and I regret, on account of the 
natives of India and of this country, that 
the hrulllon and the impreffion require much 
corre<5lion of the indulgent reader : with- 
out quitting the humble flation of a fellow 
labourer, I venture even to guide, when^ 
from experiencing the defeds of informa- 
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tion, I folicit in behalf of myfclf and the 
public, the farther aid of the learned. 

The Prtfident of the Afiatlc Society, 
whofe perfonal knowledge opens to him a 
wider field of inquiry than, perhaps, falls 
to the lot of any of his cotemporafies, ha$ 
begun his inftruftion ais to the conne^on 
of the theology of Greece^ Italy ^ and hulia 
" without purfuing a very regular method, 
but took the Gods, of whom he difcourfes, 
as they happened to prefent themfelves *;" 
and with no other European book to refrelh 
his memory of old fables, except the con* 
ceited, though not unlearned, Pomey^ en- 
titled the Pantheott^. And on the fub- 
jeft of rdligion he truly adduces the fad 
obftacles to the general extenfion of our 
pure faith in Hindoftatij arifing from the 
veneration for Mahomed and Alij\ both ex- 
traordinary men ; the one as a politic re- 
former ; tnd the latter as a man of unex- 
jceptionable character : and the probaUlity 

• Afiatic Refearches, Vol. I. p. 225. 
t Ibid. Vol. I. p, 224, 
} Itid. p. 474. 
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of the Hindoos being readily induced to adt 

mit the gofpel, though unprofitably, from 

their belief and convidion that it is per-? 

fedly confiftent witfe their Sajiras^ though 

difFeren.t in form, and will be equally ac«» 

ccptable if (hey be fincer^ ip fubftauce *, 

I fhall venture to predid that nmuch fub-^ 

i^antial illuAration will come frona thai 

learned and refpedable pian, whenever 

|iis leifure (hall enab],e him to arrange hisi 

ilore pf univerfal knowledge ; apd he wil| 

. bring to our view the prefent real relatioi) 

pf Chrijiians to Mahomedans,. We know 

that Mahomed gave exprefs orders tp hisi 

captains to conciliate the Chriil;ians; an4 

that the Nejlorian Chriftians, by their fub-? 

miffion, obtained peculiar indulgence; and 

9S Emir Condy in his Hiftory of jlli^ 

tells us, this. Kalif^ difputing with a ChriA 

tian Monk, fo clearly, from the gplpel^ 

convinced hi^l that Mahomed was the Par 

rackte or • Comforter promifed hy Chrifi^ 

that the Monk embraced Mahomedifm -^ \ 

?ind the Nejlori^^n Chriftians continued ii;^ 

* Afiatic Refearchcs. Vol. I, p. 274. 
t Deffert. of Eufebius Renaudoty p. 171?, 
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bigb .cftknaticm at the court of Bagdad^ 
p^ticularly in the rciga of Ka/if jUma- 
munj who employed them in the traufla^ 
tioii of the ancient Greek books into ^ra-K 
bic*^ We alfo know how differently the 
Propaganda endeavoured to efla,blifh their 
influence in the cpyrt of Ahber^ who boilt 
a church for the Chriftians at Agra^ and 
granted them privileges, which were con^ 
iirqied by Jat>an Guifi in 1604. 

The work^^vVr, containing the hiftory 
of Chrift from the legends of the Church 
of Rome J prefented in Perjian to the Em- 
peror, in 1602, W98 tranflated and pul> 
liflied in Europe^ ip 1 639, by Ve Dieu ; 
and the illuftration of that worl^ againft 
MahomtJi/my by another book of Z^ier^ 
called the Looking Glafsjbewing the T'rutb^ 
was anfwered by a Perjian gentleman, uib^ 
med Ebn Zin Alabedin^ whofe book, called 
ibe Brujber of the hooking Glqfs^ expofed 
the idolatry and fuperilitious errors by 
which the Jefuits' illufiration disfigured the 
dofirine of Chrifl +. Subfequent anfwers 

t Diflert. of Eufebius Rgnfmddt^ p. nu 

\ PriJkauxj the true Nature of Impoflure, p; 156^ 
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of the Propaganda^ drawn from authorities 
of Popes and Councils, could never con* 
vince a Mahometan of the truth of the 
Chriftian religion. 

As to the Hindoos J Sir William yones 
having particularifed Ifaiah^ among the 
moft likely parts of the bible, to influence 
the opinions of the natives, I venture to 
ftate in one obfervation all that I wifh to 
fuggeft ; becaufe, as we (hould learn, fb 
fhould we teach t 

The infinite number of allegorical fym- 
bols degenerate into mere jugglers' tricks, 
when feparated from the principles to 
which they belong. If the number of 
fymbols in the moft extended polytheifm 
was doubled, they are all reducible to two 
theories ; the one admitting one omnipo- 
tent univerfally pervading principle, the 
other dividing the principle into two om- 
nipotent and contrary principles of good 
and eviU 

The Book of Job^ by thofe who can 
judge of the original, has been allowed to 
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\)e a moral dramatic poem*, addreiTcd to 
the Jews immediately after they had been 
led by Mcfes out of Egypt ; and its objeft 
^as evidently to refute the do<flrine of two 
principles, then prevalent amoqg (he in* 
habitants pf the X^and of Promife. It is 
po improbable expedlatioq that this vene-^ 
rable record may operate conviftion on 
fuch people as are defcribed in Saconlala\ 
for the Bram'ms in that drama cqrrefpond 
with the account Clearchus gave of his 
mafter ArlJloile\ opinion of the Jews, whofe 
origin he traced from the philofophers of 
Indla^ called Celanol\ the remarkable cir- 
cumftances of whofe diet and chaftity + 
diftinguiflied the EJfenes^ the , only one of 
the three fefts of Jews a^ainft whom 
the MeJJiah did not utter one reproach, 
when he ** refifted with equal firmnefs 
the haughty fcepticifm of the Sadducees^ 
and the*abjea fuperftition of the Pharifees.** 
We arc told, in ancient times, if a Jew 
landed in Cyprus he would have been 
killed : it is not from a Jew we would cx- 

f fFeJIey in Jobum Diflcn. 3. 
t Jofephus, p. 1347. 
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pe£l a fair reprefentatioxi of the religion of 
(Cyprus. In the fame manner I can fuppofe 
cxifting raacour from oppofite doftrines mor 
derated by thp Bramahlcal fyftem into to- 
leration , though I do not fee any traces 
of fuch information in the Afiatic Rc- 
fearches ; and (hould Mr. La Flotte have 
adopted errors from the manufcript com- 
piled by order of Monf. Porcher^ Governor 
of Karlcaly which was brought to Fondi- 
cherry y iii 1767, they remain to be dif- 
proved ; I muft adopt the fafts which he 
witneffed every day in the neighbourhood 
of P ondicherry y as to the extreme difference 
in worfliip and opinion between the difci- 
ples of Siva and the difciples of Fi/fmu^^ 
and the extenfive worfhip of IJn^amj con- 
nefted with the worfliip of Routren^ in the 
fouthern peninfula of India. And when I 
fee, in the preface to the Revenue Regu- 
lations of TippoOj that no perfon \i\ Calcutta 
was acquainted with the Telinga^ or Mala^ 
iar dialeft, it will (hew how little qualified 
we are, as yet, to decide on the hiftory, 

♦ Effais Hiftor, de \lnde par M. La Flotte. Paris, 
1769, 
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tdipoa^ and coftoms of the natnres. la 
tracing tfaecMics, we (hould not forget diat 
die trade diroogh the centre of ImCa was 
carried on by Chrifiian ylrmemamy at leaft 
fince the period of Akhar\ and that the 
Jews and Arabs, from verjr remote and 
early periods, have been favoured on the 
coaib of Midabar and the ibodiem penin* 
fola of InJia^ and carried on trade by fea 
to China* : iiie muft, therefore, not limit 
oar inquiry to one {c8t^ nor adopt one (e- 
rere role of ieledion, for we may expeft 
inftradion both from the Hindoos and from 
the Mabimed^ms^ 

** Time was,** lays a fagacious Raibi-f^ 
^ when the whde earth was covered with 
blindnefs and error, fomew few of the Pa^ 
triarcbs only excepted^ One nation faid 
diere was no Jpft caufcj nor any part of 
the nniverie that could with greater pro- 
priety caU itlelf a creature dian a creator, 

* AccPOirtrftwoJCifaMMyhiTnwidfaiyi^^ 
\j Emfdnms Raumdaim 

t RMi JuJas the L^U, audior of the czcdknt 
dUogoe infcribcd Ckzo/j, qooicd in die kitcci god- 
benmg MjdbcloQry p. 391. 
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(ince the whole was eternal : another faia^ 
the • Empyreum^ or celcftial fphere, was 
eternal, the author of all things; and 
adored it accordingly 2 a third believed that 
fire was the fubftanee and caiife of lights 
and of the ftupendous produ£lions we fee 
in the world, for which they adored itj 
and faid the foul too was fire : others, and 
the greater part, worfhiped the fun^ the 
moon^ the planets^ and the figures of animals 
formed in likenefs to thofe in the Zodiac j 
others worfhiped theif Princes^ or their 
wife men ; and all agreed, that it was ini- 
poffible for any thing in the world-to fwerve 
from the courfe of nature* 

*' Things continued in this ftate until 
the philofophers^ men of a fine fubtlc wit 
and profound meditation, difcovered and 
confefTed that there mufl be a firfi caufey 
almighty and fupreme^ whom no created 
being can refemble ; but they erred in the 
progrefs of their reafbning, faying, that 
though God created, he does not now ope-' 
rate in the world in general, much lefs in 
individuals, nor dire£t particular events, 
which they thought too mean to fall under 
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the cognizance of fb exalted a being, ef*- 
pecially as he never innovates, nor alters 



their original nature." 



So far, both a Jew and a Chriftian Can 
agree ; and though .the Jew may incline 
not to extend his obfervation beyond the 
period of Epicurus^ a Chriftian will readily 
admit that it is the orbit traced by the 
human mind ; and as ** the power arifing 
from ftrengrh is always in thofe that are 
governed, who are many; but authority 
arifing from opinion is in thofe that go- 
vern, who are few*," it is a moft im- 
portant confidcration to revere that found 
philofophy which has preferved to this 
country its ancient fimpHcity in belief and 
worfliip ; and while we ftaud firmly againft 
infidelity and licencioufnefs, to guard againft 
the mixture of fuperftition with theology, 
•* a follv the rather to be reftrained, becaufe 
from the unwholefome mixture of things, 
human and divine, arifes not only a fan- 
taftic philofophy, but an heretical religion; 
'tis therefore the moft falutary method to 

• Sir rrtUiam Temple. 
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jlpply Paith only in matters that to Patth hi* 
long''.'' 

Previous to the light of the gofpetj man- 
kuid was led to their fpiritual good by theif 
teitipdral intereft. When Jeremiah up-^ 
braided the people of Ifrael^ it was for 
their folly and ingratitude : " Hath any 
nation changed their gods which ypt are 
no gods ? but vny people have changed 
theirglory for that which doth not profit/* 
In proCefs of time the moft pkin and inte- 
refting parts of the law were obfcuredi 
weighty matters were glofled over by trivial 
Ceremdilials, in a deigree that *' made the 
word of God of none efFedl through their 
traditions + : '* then the words oilfatdh 
alone might have difpofed men to abate 
their pride when they looked for a Meffiah* 
*' He ihall grow up as a tender plant, anfd 
as a root out of a dry ground ; he hath no 
form or cotnelinefs; and when we (hall 
fee hjiii, there is no beauty that we fhould 
defire him : he is defpifed and rejected of 

•■ BacoHy Nov. Organ. Aphor. 65^ 
t Matthew^ chap. vii» ver. 13, 
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men; a man of forrows, and acquainted 
with grief; and we hid, as it were, our 
faces from him : he was defplfed, and we 
efteemed him not*." Truly has a learned 
writer (aid, that the clergy of the church 
oi England '* more efpecially have aflcrted, 
with growing confidence, her fuperiority 
over all other eftablifliments; fhe has been 
enabled to refift the unkind and unfair af- 
faults that have been made againft her doc- 
trines ; fRe has feen in her friends a con- 
ftant increafe of found knowledge, which 
ever draws onwards in its train an increafe 
of good morals." The comparifon of Ma^ 
homedifm and Chriftlanity ^ in their hiftory, 
their evidence, and their efFefts +, may be 
adduced among the proofs that the children 
of wifdom render eflential fervice to reli- 
gion ; and while *' they fearch all things, 
they hold faft that which is good ; *' it 
glances at the influence of fuperftition 
over the Pagan world, *^ and both eluci- 
dates and juftifies the biographical form in 

• IJaiahy chap. 53, ver. 23. 

t Sermons at the Bampton Ledlure, by f, IVhltef 
Profeflbr of Arabic^ p. 206. 

3P 
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which revelation is conveyed to us: God^ 
it is true, might have made known to us 
his will by a f'eries of laws, by abftraft 
reafoniijgs, by Ihort inftrudlive lentences^ 
by copious aud regular fyftems, or by any 
of the various modes of human compofi- 
tion ; but Chriftianity aims at a nobler end, 
and purfues it by the moft proper and effi- 
cacious methods. We read, indeed, the 
opinions and belief of SocrateSj and the 
commands and promifes of Mahomet^ but 
by Jefus Chrijl^ virtue, in every kind and 
in every degree, is exemplified as well as 
taught : he is the pattern as well as the 
teacher of the duties we are to perform; 
his precepts fhevv us what we ought to 
pradife ; his condudt convinces us that it 
is practicable, and the rewards which he 
has offered are powerful incentives to us to 
praftife it, from the beft motives, and in 
the beft manner. His refurredlion from 
the grave confirms our faith ; his afcenfion 
to glory animates our hopes ; the actions 
of his life, and the circumftances of his 
death, enlarge and invigorate our charity: 
by thefe means all the parts of Chrifti- 
anity, form one great and confiftent whole. 



[ 947 ] 

every moral rule is realifed, and becomes 
a proof of religious truth, while every 
religious truth, in its turn, illuftrates and 
enforces every moral rule. The actions 
of God himfelf are indeed invifible ; thofe 
of men are imperfeft ; but the adtions of 
Chrijl (confidered in his human charafter) 
are both vifible and perfeft ; they are level 
to our apprehenfions, and moft worthy 
our imitation. Religion is thus made in- 
telligible to all, becaufe all are bound to 
obey it ; it is accompanied by a fpecies of 
demonftration which the meaneft cannot 
mifunderfland ; it is recommended by fuch 
an inftance of its beauty and its ufefulnefs, 
as IS calculated to remove every fcruple 
and to filence every objedion.'* 

The refearches of another learned di- 
vine *, have tended to encourage thofe 
who are infenfible to the ufe of hiflory, to 
know " that one of the nobleft ufes which 
can be made of Chriftian antiquities would 
be, to learn wifdom and moderation from 

• Preface to Jortin*s Remarks on Ecclefiaftical 
Hiftory. 

3 P 2 
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the faults, indifcretions, and follies ; and 
from the prudence, charity, and piety of 
our predeceffors, to obferve carefully what 
was good and what was blameable in re- 
moter ages ; and thence to improve our- 
felves, as we are a Chriftian nation, by 
i-emoving the blemifties and defefts from 
which, perhaps, we are not free ; and by 
adopting every thing commendable 'which 
we may have negledled: a Chriftian fo- 
ciety, formed upon fuch a plan, would not 
altogether anfwer the fair and bright idea 
which the imagination reprefents, becaufe 
perfedlion dwells not here below, and 
ibme bad materials muft of neceffity enter 
into the human ftru6lure; but it would 
be more than a faint copy and image of 
that church which the beloved difciple had 
the pleafure to fee " coming down from 
heaven, prepared as a bride adorned by her 
hufband, who had no need of the fun, 
neither of the moon to fhine on it, for 
the glory of God did enlighten it, and the 
lamb was the light thereof**:*' for this 
excellent end and purpofe the Divine Pro- 

* Revelations, chap. xx. 
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vidcncc feems to have prefervcd ecclefiafti- 
cal records, and has commai)ded devouring 
time to refpedt them, that pofterity might 
receive inftrudion from tliol'e venerable 
and filent monitors, and not want examples 
to (hun and to follow/' When Dr. ^ or tin 
publiihed his remarks in 1751, having ta- 
ken notice of the propofal of Plotinus to 
the Emperor Gallienus^ as Porphyry relates, 
to rebuild a ruined city in Campania for 
philofbphers, intending to dwell there 
himfelf, and to eftablifli Plato\ republic, 
he obferved that a republic of modern 
deifts and moral phllofophcrs would be a 
great curiofity ; but when he adverted to 
the laft flage of infidelity, and of the argu- 
ment of Bayle, that an atlicllT: is pre- 
ferable to an idolater, by which Monitfjuieu 
fays he meant, it would be lei's dangerous 
to have no religion at all than a bad one, 
he remarked, that the polity incident to 
fuch irreligion muft be looked for and 
viewed in the poets. The Cyclops of Ho- 
mer were without religion, obedience, civi- 
lity, or refpecl to each other ; they ruled 
their wives aud children as they thought 
fit, and dcftroyed all ftragglers that fell in 
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their hands * : little did that learned au- 
thor imagine that Bayle\ infidelity was to 
be furpaiTed, and that the incorredinefs of 
a French tranflator in the title of a treatife 
of Philo JudauSj omnis bonus, liber eft ; 
tout livre eft bon, which had excited a 
Imile of contempt, ftiould be fuperftitioufly 
adopted by his countrymen, and even by 
Englijh tavern friends to the liberty of the 
prefs, who endanger its real liberty by en- 
couraging its licencioufnefs : but it is a 
pity that men of eminent talents (hould 
not remember an old faying, " that a 
fcorner feeketh wifdom and finds it not + ;*' 
aptly applied by another eminent divine J 
when he pointed out the errors in hif- 
tory and chronology by which Lord Bo^ 
Ungbroke fupported his flippant remarks 
on the fcriptures : his Lordfhip's own 
words in the famous diflertation on parties 
atone for his error, by the moft direct and 
juft condemnation of fimilar conduft. 

* Odyfley, v. 273, 

t Proverbs, chap, xiv, ver. 6. 

X Newton on the Prophecies, p. 34. 
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•* Some men there arc the pefts of fo- 
ciety, I think them, who pretend a great 
regard to religion in general, but who take 
every opportunity of declaiming publicly 
^^inil that (yftem of religion, or at lead 
againd that church eflabliihmcnt which is 
received in Britain^ that they are iriceflant 
in their endeavours to puzzle the plained 
thing in the world, and to refine and didin- 
guifli away the life and ftrength of our 
conflitution in favour of the little, prefent, 
momentary turns, which they are retained 
to (crve. What now would be the coiife- 
quence if all thefe endeavours (hould fuc- 
ceed ? I am perfuaded that the great phi- 
lofophers, divines, lawyers, and pohticians 
who exert them, have not yet prepared 
and agreed upon the flans of a new reli- 
gion, a!id of new conftitutions in church 
and date; we fliould find ourlelves tliere- 
fore vithcut zi\y form of religion, or civil 
govenimeist ; the fird fct of mifiionaries 
would take eft the redraints of reii2ion 
from the go'/enicd, and tlie latter would 
fooa remov e, or render ineittciual, all the 
limirations and controls which liberty hath 
prcfcribed to thole that govern, and disjoint 
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the whole frame of our conftitution ; en* 
tire diflblution of manners, confufion, 
anarchy, or, perhaps, abfolute monarchy^ 
would follow ; for it is poffible, nay pro- 
bable^ that amidfl fuch a rout of lawlef» 
favages, men would chuf« that govern- 
ment, abfurd as it is, rather than have no 
government at all *.** 

Thefe comments may appear foreign to 
the fubjed: of Briti/h India ; they are, how- 
ever, in my opinion, neceffary to be re- 
membered by thofe who legiflate, and by 
thofe who meditate on the law to be pre- 
fcribed to Britijh India \ they are congenial 
to the Britijh charafter, becaufe the efta- 
bhflied religion, and the eftabliftied law of 
England^ have the peculiar bleffing of be- 
ing in unifon with the true principles of 
Chriftianity, in a degree beyond other 
Chrilllan nations, whole law partakes more 
of the rigour of the Roman lawf; its in- 
fluence appears in the dilcrimination which 
this nation has fhewn on the difaftrous 

* Bolirigbroke's DifTcrtation on Parties. 

t Leges Romanae duriores erant quam lenilas Chrif- 
liana patiatur. Grot, de Jure Belli, i. ii. fee, 4. 
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^■cqiii of tbc French monarchy, by receiving 

^ as brethren tboie only who are refpcdable, 
by fuficring poverty and bmiihment for 
coDfcience fake, and whofe age and infir* 
mity render them unable to refift by arms 
die- new lyftcm of tyranny and irreligion : 
the patriarchal dignity of the Bilhop St. 
Pol de Leon^ and the correS life and depart- 

^noent of the profcribcd c\tr^^ muf^, to a 

' rtffleSing mind, quicken its icnlibility for 
the millions of well difpofed inhabitants of 
France who are lacrinced by unexairpled 
afiaHination eflential to the introduflioii of 
the new lyftem ; but muft 2:ot the fame 
TC&tdiion excite a degree of Loneft iiidigaa* 
tion againft thofe who know the means by 

which (bciety has been unhinged, property 
violated, and religion dtflroved, and re- 

• concile it to their honour and their con- 
Icience to excite a iavage lawkfs dtmo^ 
crxy* and inordination to outftretch the 

. indulgence of t^e law by fyftematic viola- 
tion of its principles, and to weaken the 
energy nectflary in the moojent, by the 

•/ fanie/ixiaiiagement uhich weakened the 






«t ttr(^L»r.fx7^% ^ i ^ffU0^ iLou y^9vfazjufym Poi} b« Hift* p. 63 8. 



• 
■0 



[ 954 ] 

executive force of Great Britain in the laft 
war, on a then lefs queftionable principle 
of difFufing real liberty ; for no man can 
be fo uninformed as not to know, that not 
only the liberty of Europe^ but the liberty 
oi America^ the influence of religion, the 
fecurity of property, and the happinefs of 
the prefent and future generations are 
equally involved in the prefent caufe,*- 
which, if not fuccefsfully oppofed, will 
have worfe confequences than when the 
irruption of the northern hordes 

" of loft mankind. 



Drove martial horde on horde with dreadful fvveep. 
And gave the vanquifti'd world another form*." 

The public opinion and the law of the 
land being in unifon, the iHeafures of def- 
pcrate men appear to be peculiarly and 
dangeroufly regulated by legal fubtlety and 
political advice, now tortured to miflead 
and confound public opinion ; the follow- 
ing will fliew plainly their plan, when 

they think caution lefs neceflary. In a 

• 

letter I received from Indiuy dated March, . 
1793, is the following paflage : 



Thorn Jon, 
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** There is fuch a rapid fuccefiion of 
rolutioDS in France that there :> no fol- 
lowing them with conjectures; they arc 
now, as a repubhc, more iu uniioa with 
their principles than when they retained 
a King ; the violences which are perpetra- 
ted by their mob, who are clearly obly ia- 
ftniments in the hands of vicious, worth- 
lefs men, excite horror and deteflation. 
You would fcarccly fuppofe that any of 
the fedltious men vou have at home, would 
be induftrious enough to lend any of the 
infernpJ feeds to this country ; but certain 
it is, that a Mr. Cooper^ I believe, of Man- 
cbffterj has written a moft extraordinary 
letter to Mr. * * * *^ one of our chaplains, 
wherein he expreflVs, in the plainelt terms, 
his iatisfadion that religion of everv dcno- 
mination is Icoured in Frar.ce^ and his hope 
that it will verv ibon be total I v ^bolifhed 
throughout the world ; he feems to look 
with pleafure to the decapitation of the 
King and *' eke his Queen ;" he fays that 
he has wTitten a book againft monarchy 
and Kings, from which he expels to de- 
rive repurr^tioa as a wri:cr : 1 wifh that 
gentleman was fent to Botany BayC^ 
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The above extradt contains the fummary 
of French doctrines, promulgated by thofe 
who infolently conftitute thenafelves the 
delegates and voice of reformation which 
are to awaken the people of England to a 
co-operation with the French regicides ; it 
alfo contains the hearty wifh of every in- 
fulted Englijhmany in all quarters of the 
globe, who can eftimate the degree of im- 
piety and treafon couched in the doftrinc. 
The critical (ituation of Europe under its 
moil calamitous afpedl, at leaft impofes a 
fortunate neccffity of rejefting half mea- 
fures, and will occafion an unequivocal 
reparation of thofe men who, by defperate 
ambition or principles, or infatuation, can 
palliate or adopt fuch diabolical tenets, 
from thofe who thankfully acknowledge 
the blefiings of true liberty, and can fub- 
mit to fear God and honour the King. 
During the laft century, a ftruggle to 
maintain the eftablifhed church of Eng- 
land^ traced with blood the political circle, 
which Polybius * fo well defcribes ; fince 
that period Great Britain has increafed in 

* At'T>j irahiriwy »9UiivKhu^i(;* Polyb. Hid. p. 637. 
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power and in riches ; the Carthaginians 
heretofore flood '* the only people in 
the univerfe upon whom immenfe wealth 
was never able to work its ufual efFe£l;** 
they were never accufed of luxury or ef- 
feminacy : I ' have entire confidence that 
at prefent, as well as on any future crifis, 
we fhall revive a bright example by 
aflerting the true religion of our fathers, 
and the principles of the Britijh Con- 
ftitution as fettled at the revolution, 
after being preferved by piecemeal at dif- 
ferent periods by deluges of noble blood ; 
they muft ftand or fall together : for " if, 
as is unqueftionably the cafe, laws are vain 
without morals, the well-being of every 
nation depends as much on its virtue as 
upon its laws. Slow the fteps may be by 
which the deftrudion of the moil: profli- 
gate people advances ; as the liioft intem- 
perate man may be feveral years before he 
ruins his conftitution ; but the event in 
each cafe is alike certain. It is as certain 
that vice will at laft deftroy any ftate, as 
that it will any individual." Even at the 
period of the revolution, '* the civil liberties 
to which we were reftored being ufed as a 
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cloak of malicioufnefs, and the mod horrid 
dodlrines fubverfive of all religion, being 
publicly avowed both in difcourle and wri- 
tings, it was found neceffary again for the 
civil power to interpofe, by not admitting 
thofe mifcreants to the privileges of fociety, 
who maintained fuch principles as deftroy- 
ed all moral obligations ; to this end the 
llatute of 8th and loth King William III., 
cap. 32, was pafled*.** The refponfibility 
of the conftitution for the repreffion of 
violent and flagrant affaults on the efta- 
blifhed church, has enabled Great Britain 

m 

to give toleration in the wideft extent that 
fpiritual confiderations can require, con- 
nedled with the moft extended civil liberty. 

I have now adduced more than I pro- 
poled when I undertook to give a political 
analyiis o? Britijh India ; I have traced 
principles to render them inteUigible, 
without reviving the private or public in- 
terefls and animofities which divided and 
guided the attention of Great Britain du- 
ring its progrefs to empire ; I have, with 

♦ Blackjlone's Commentaries. 
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equal firmnefs, and, I hope, candour, re- 
fifted the unfounded affumptions of the 
fupporters and advifers of adminiftration, 
and the unfounded ccnfure of its oppo- 
nents ; 1 have referred to known autho- 
rities, and in general have adopted their 
words, it being more important to ftate 
accurately the extent to which 1 adopt 
their fafts, without pledging myfelf to 
admit all their conclufions; and I have, 
with equal fairnefs, adduced, as far as 
poffible, in their own words, the hints for 
practical adminiftration, which, for fome 
years paft, I had ftored from found infor- 
mation of honourable and fenfible men : 
the few who are alive will not require a 
formal apology from me for having difFufed 
their information without their knowledge; 
but in the inveftigation of truth its friends 
muft be drawn forth ; '' in quo tamen ego 
quid eniti, aut efficere poffim, malo in alio- 
rum fpe relinquere quam in oratione po^ 



nere mea*." 



With refpedl to the gentlemen nomina* 
ted for the fupervifion and for the admini« 

• Cic. Orat. in ^. Cacil. 
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ftration of Britijb India j and to the gentle- 
men who ftand forth to cenfure or amende 
(I cannot adduce words of lefs authority 
than of Lord dive) '* they are the beft 
judges whether their abilities, and integrity 
are equal to the important fervice in which 
they engage ; had they known the Eaji 
Indies as well as I do, they Would (hudder 
at the bare idea of fuch perplexing and 
difficult fervice ; the mofl rigid integrity, 
with the greateft difintereftednefs, the 
greateft abilities, with refolution and per* 
feverance, muft be united in the man or 
men who undertake to reform the accu- 
mulating evils which exift in Bengal^ and 
w^hich threaten to involve the nation and 
the Company in one common ruin*:" 
I now conclude with a fincere, and, I hope, 
well-founded wi(h, that a vigorous and 
judicious admniiftration, with the powers 
vefted by the aft of 1793^ may for ever 
maintain the principles of profperity and 
union in Great Britain and in Britijh India. 

* Lord CUve, Debate, in 1773, on fending fuper- 
vifors to India. Parliamentary Debates, Vol. XXIV. 
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THE END. 
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